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Opportunities

Your look at Cultivating Opportunity 
in Perth County  FALL 2019
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Each year Perth County Tourism hosts several travel 
writers (bloggers, influencers, etc.) to come to our region 
and create online content promoting Perth County as a 
desirable tourism destination. This summer we had Goat 
Roti Chronicles, Justin Plus Lauren, and I’ve Been Bit Travel 
visit us! Check out some of the great experiences they had 
here, and find even more by visiting our new Media Buzz 
page at perthcounty.ca. Next up? RogueTrippers will be 
visiting us in the fall!

“There’s something to be said about country roads, 
beautiful farm fields and the sun shining down on 
you. If that’s painted the perfect picture for you, 
then you’ll love a visit to Perth County! This is 
seriously one underrated Ontario destination you 
don’t want to miss out on.”  I’ve Been Bit Travel
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Tourism Media Buzz 
#DiscoverMore

“If you’re ever in Perth County with or without 
kids I would highly recommend visiting 
Huckleberry Hives for one of their tours. The 
owner, Jodi, is so passionate about what she 
does and takes the time to answer every single 
question that you may have.”  Goat Roti Chronicles

mailto:ecdev@perthcounty.ca
https://www.perthcounty.ca
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HLA Attachments | Operating three locations, HLA 
Attachments has remained a family owned and operated 
business that employs a large number of Perth County 
residents. This company produces products for popular 
agriculture equipment dealers and ships globally. All 
products are created from start-to-finish in house, which 
makes this company unique amongst its competitors. One 
of HLA Attachments’ most popular items is pallet forks – 
over 18,000 were produced in 2018! 

Perth County  
Business Tours

Over the last few months we have been lucky enough to 
tour several thriving businesses in Perth County to get 
a behind-the-scenes look at their operations. At these 
business tours we discussed how to help remove barriers 
to enable each business to thirve. Have a look at the 
incredible businesses we have toured so far! 

Gabel Electric Plumbing HVAC | GABEL is a large 
regional trades company that offers electrical, plumbing 
and HVAC services, often working on large projects 
throughout the community. Employing 40 people, owner 
Dan Raycraft noted the success of his company is because 
of his loyal clients and most importantly, his hardworking 
and humble staff. “The focus for us is hiring people who 
want to be a good person - the rest becomes simple.” 
This is another example of a successful business in Perth 
County that perfectly represents this region’s community-
minded values and small-town roots.

Continental Tire | This Mitchell plant, recently acquired 
by German-based Company, Continental, employs a 
number of individuals within the community and produces 
parts for some of the largest automotive companies 
across the globe. This plant is especially unique as all 
research and development is completed in-house. With 
this recent acquisition, the company will have ties across 
North America, Asia, and Europe. 

ESF Plastics | This North Perth Company demonstrates 
amazing leadership in the recycling industry within North 
America. By recycling plastics and re-processing them 
into PCR material, EFS Plastics is increasing the lifespan 
of plastics and removing such materials from landfills. 
This company has a second location in the United States 
and remains focused on environmental advocacy. As one 
of the many innovative companies in Perth County, EFS 
Plastics employs a wide range of individuals from line 
workers to engineers.

mailto:ecdev@perthcounty.ca
https://www.perthcounty.ca
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Read these stories and more at 
PerthCounty.ca to get inspired to 

#ProsperInPerthCounty 

Ashley, Tourism Officer

Carter Plumbing Apprentice

Drew, Entrepreneur

Eren, Quality Assurance Technician

Georg, Farmer Louisa, Accountant

Rural communities everywhere are often known as the place young people 
move away from, and here at Perth County, we want to change that. Young 
professionals can live their dream lives in rural Perth County! To show people 
within our region and beyond all of the opportunity that lives here for youth, 
we are excited to present our second series of Youth Profiles. 

From short commute times to the strong sense of community, discover why 
these young people have chosen to work and live in Perth County.

Gloria, Farmer

Matthew, Executive Assistant  
to MPP Randy Pettapiece

Holdyn, Wholesale Coordinator

Sarah, Administrative Assistant  
and Public Educator

Katy, Farmer

#Prosperin 
PerthCounty

mailto:ecdev@perthcounty.ca
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We were proud to host a Sip & Swing networking 
event this July for youth who are working and living 
in Perth County! 40 young professionals from across 
the county joined us at the Listowel Golf Club for a 
great evening of festivities. It was a fabulous chance 
for our youth to network, socialize, and celebrate all of 
the opportunities that are right here in Perth County! 
#ProsperInPerthCounty

Sip & Swing 
Youth Networking Event

A new accessible dock has been installed at Wildwood 
Conservation Area. This dock was designed by EZ Dock 
using the companies patented EZ Launch system. “This 
new EZ Launch system provides a very stable, safe way 
to enter and exit your kayak or canoe at Wildwood 
Reservoir,” said Paul Switzer, Superintendent, Wildwood 
CA. “People of all ages are enjoying and appreciating this 
new feature.”

The new accessible dock features:

• Guide rails for easy access in and out of the water
• Launch rollers for easy movement of the watercraft
• Floating platform that adjusts to changing water levels 

The new accessible dock is an incredible addition to 
Wildwood, and is getting lots of use already! 

Accessible Dock at Wildwood Conservation Area

mailto:ecdev@perthcounty.ca
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spotlight on business

Perth South

With its humble beginnings all the way back in 1906, 
Hoffmeyer’s Mill has made its mark in Perth County 
history and is well established in the community of 
Sebringville. Over a century ago, Henry Hoffmeyer 
transformed what was once a wooden well-pump factory, 
into the thriving mill it is today. Through the 113 years 
in business, Hoffmeyer’s has been home to five different 
owners (from two families) and several long term 
employees, such as head carpenter Steve Strasser with 
over 30 years of service.

Hoffmeyer’s offers services and products such as lumber 
services, flooring, moulding, doors, benches, windows, 
porches, arbors, and so much more. What makes 
Hoffmeyer’s unique is how they create their products. 
Even today, they still use 19th century technology to 
create their custom products, silencing any skeptics 
as their business is still thriving with this traditional 
technology. 

Hoffmeyer’s Mill: 
Service Oriented  
and Family Run 

Apart from all these standard services they offer, 
Hoffmeyer’s also takes custom requests to help make 
their customer’s wildest dreams a reality. They have made 
cedar barrel hot tubs, a monkey cage, an outhouse, a 
dashboard for a ‘72 Triumph TR6 and a wooden diving 
board for a circa 1950’s swimming pool! Another fun 
fact – the music video for 2006 country hit ‘A Good Man’ 
by Emerson Drive was filmed at Hoffmeyer’s shop in 
Sebringville! 

If you are the type of person who likes to see who you are 
buying from, deal directly with the owner of the company, 
benefit from many years of experience, quite possibly 
save some money, or simply find an item that seems hard 
to get, Hoffmeyer’s is the place for you! 

To contact Hoffmeyer’s you can call them toll-free at 
1-877-644-5843, locally at 519-393-5101, or send them 
an email at sales@hoffmeyersmill.on.ca. Owner Reg 
Ogilvie and his dedicated team look forward to hearing 
from you! 

Areas Served
Huron County Perth County
Lambton County St. Marys
London St. Thomas
Middlesex County Stratford
Oxford County

Connect with drivers and riders from all over 
Southwestern Ontario.

Share rides to work, school and events with 
neighbours, co-workers, old and new friends.

Save money, time and fuel and minimize your 
carbon footprint!

regionalrideshare.ca

mailto:ecdev@perthcounty.ca
https://www.perthcounty.ca
https://www.perthcounty.ca/en/doing-business/doing-business.aspx
https://www.regionalrideshare.ca/en/my/
https://www.regionalrideshare.ca/en/my/
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Welcome Continental!

On April 1st 2019, the Cooper Standard plant in 
Mitchell was sold to Continental, a German based 
company with over 117 sites in North America alone. 
With the entire transition process expected to take 
two years, Plant Manager Marty Wakem, noted that 
this acquisition is good for the West Perth community 
and the plant’s position on the global stage: “This 
acquisition by Continental will result in a larger global 
footprint which will position our business more 
strongly in the market. It will provide opportunities for 
our product portfolio to grow well into the future in 
North America, Europe and Asia.”

This Mitchell plant, employing approximately 200 
people, focuses on vibration control. Uniquely 
positioned amongst other plants, Mitchell not only 
produces anti-vibration products, but also has an 
extensive research and development department that 
engineers products for specific customers such as GM, 
Ford, Nissan, and other large companies. The most 
popular part currently produced in this plant is the 
hydro-body mounts.

Staff ensured that this plant would continue to be 
an on-going community partner within West Perth. 
Currently supporting 11 local initiatives, Mike Farrish 
the company’s Operations Manager, noted that one 
of the company’s proudest accomplishments is their 
annual golf tournament for the Sunshine Foundation, 
raising $80,000 to-date.

In July, the Continental Mitchell plant hosted 
members of Perth County, West Perth and MPP Randy 
Pettapiece for a tour to see the on-going production 
at the facility and the many divisions housed on-site. 
This is a very exciting time for West Perth and those 
within the community as Continental is welcomed to 
the growing list of businesses in the area. 

The Upper Thames Village is a mature adult lifestyle 
community that offers single-level homes in Mitchell. 
These homes are purposefully designed to simplify 
life so adults can remain independent and spend more 
time doing things they love. The homes in this private 
community are large enough to have family and friends 
over for gatherings, but free owners from worries and 
complexities of large maintenance chores. There is no 
need for stairs or the addition of accessibility features 
such as stairlifts, elevators and other home modifications 
when you own a single-level bungalow in a charming 
adult lifestyle community, as these homes are designed 
to meet all those needs for the mature adult from the day 
you move in. The community of West Perth provides a 
combination of down to earth rural feel with accessibility 
to some of the provinces best urban amenities.

Upper Thames Village is the brain child of Michael Van 
Pelt, who saw that Mitchell needed a community for 
seniors where they can retain their independence and 
live more fulfilling lives. After working closely with family 
members Aron Van Pelt, Annelie McCreight and Joe 
McCreight through Van Pelt Construction, as well as the 
Municipality of West Perth and the County of Perth, Upper 
Thames Village was born. 

This development helps meet the need for diverse housing 
stock in Mitchell, as Remax Sales Representative, Michelle 
Chessell, explains “Upper Thames Village is something our 
community needs without a question. With a maturing 
population, homeowners need options to downsize 
or simplify while still maintaining their independence, 
these homes offer that. This development truly benefits 
everyone – when mature adults can move into self-
sufficient homes, it opens up resale homes for first time 
home buyers. Not everyone can start off building a brand 
new house, so this opens up West Perth to that market.”

To find out more, visit upperthamesvillage.com.

Upper Thames Village:  
Simplicity Begins Here

spotlight on business

West Perth

mailto:ecdev@perthcounty.ca
https://www.perthcounty.ca
https://www.perthcounty.ca/en/doing-business/doing-business.aspx
https://upperthamesvillage.com
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Fresh Start Bakery, located in the village of Gowanstown, 
has become a staple in the North Perth community. 
Recently celebrating six years in business, owner David 
Tophen attributes his success to his loyal following: “I 
wouldn’t be open if it wasn’t for my customers – they 
want products that are made from scratch and free from 
preservatives, something that is no longer offered at large 
grocery chains.”

A baker by trade, Dave decided to open his own bakery in 
2013 after having a long tenure at a local chain grocer as 
a bakery manager. “I missed baking product from scratch 
– taking product from the freezer and putting it in the 
oven just isn’t creating the same quality. I knew I wanted 
to start a business where I was baking the best possible 
product for my customers.”

With his entrepreneurial drive and dedicated staff, Dave 
continues to grow his business. Recently, Fresh Start 
Bakery took over the sale of cheese from another local 
business and has since become a destination for cheese 
connoisseurs. In addition to this, Dave also makes room 
on his shelves for products of other local artisans in the 
area – such as honey, meat sticks, and maple syrup. In the 
summer months, the bakery also proudly serves Marble 
Slab ice cream. Not only have these additions generated 
a local following, but have also attracted distant visitors. 
“I have people from Kincardine or Toronto that make the 
trip to my bakery – customers come from every direction, 
it’s really a great and humble feeling.”

spotlight on business

North Perth
Fresh Start Bakery: 
Made From Scratch 

Listowel BIA to run Win This Space 2020
The Listowel BIA  is a recipient of the 2019 Libro Prosperity Fund Grant program and will 
be using these funds for WIN THIS SPACE 2020. WIN THIS SPACE will see entrepreneurs 
complete business preparation sessions, with the finalist receiving financial support 
towards commercial rental space in the Town of Listowel. Participants will learn 
business plan creation, budgeting, human resources, and marketing, while sharpening 
presentation skills for the creation of their new business or expansion of their existing 
business. More details will be available in late fall and application will open in early 
spring 2020!  Listowel BIA would like to thank Libro Credit Union for their continued 
support of Listowel’s business community. Those interested in more information on  
WIN THIS SPACE 2020 in terms of applying or sponsoring can contact the Listowel BIA  
at 519-444-8233 or biainfo@northperth.ca.

The building that now houses the bakery is a familiar 
place for many – after being a general store turned post 
office, it has been a community-meeting place for years. 
Often on Saturday mornings you can find locals – and 
sometimes Dave – enjoying a coffee on the patio or 
simply chatting. The quaint and small-town feel of this 
bakery is a draw for many, and is a reminder to some of 
the simple joys of life, like enjoying a slice of bread fresh 
from the oven. 

While there is always something happening at Fresh Start 
Bakery, when you walk through the door you will be 
greeted by friendly faces and the delicious scent of baked 
goods. Be sure to take a drive to Gowanstown next time 
you need delicious treats, cheese, or other products – you 
won’t be disappointed. 

Located at 6012 Perth County Line 88, Dave and his staff 
are proud to serve you Tuesday to Thursday 8:00am-
6:00pm, Fridays 8:00am-8:00pm and on Saturdays 
8:00am-3:00pm. Call Fresh Start Bakery at 519-291-1212 
or visit their Facebook for more information.

mailto:ecdev@perthcounty.ca
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Appleflats:  
Shakespeare’s Newest 
Retail Shop is Delicious! 

spotlight on business

Perth East

First opening their retail doors on April 20th, 2019, 
Appleflats is already proving to be a one-of-a-kind 
business that now calls Perth County home. Appleflats 
recognized the potential for a tourism destination to thrive 
in Perth County, prompting them to open their first retail 
store in the Township of Perth East. When asked what 
motivated them to open their store in Shakespeare, co-
founder Greg Smyth said “We noticed that a lot of people 
are visiting Shakespeare and Perth County as tourists, 
and wanted to take advantage of the great opportunity 
to be where that key market is. It also allowed us to be in 
a close-knit, small-town community which is where we 
want to be.” 

Appleflats offers a wide variety of crabapple products, 
consisting of jellies such as: Crabapple, Cheese Topper 
Crabapple, and Spicy Crabapple. They also offer unique 
mixers which include: Sour Apple, Sweet Maple, Dolgo, 
and Maple. These products are also in the wholesale 
market, being sent to multiple retailers all over Ontario. 

Appleflats Crabapple Jelly and Mixers are for the healthy 
foodies looking for delicious mixed drinks and natural 
jams made with simple ingredients. All of their apples are 
still hand-picked and never sprayed with pesticides or 
herbicides. Appleflats is proud to produce natural products 
made with simple ingredients and without artificial 
colours or sweeteners. When asked what he likes most 
about doing business in Perth County, Greg answered: 
“I’ve found that Perth County is a very positive community 

overall. I recognize why people like to visit here, and the 
locals have been super friendly and welcoming!”

What sets Appleflats apart from other businesses? Greg 
would say the inspiration behind their business has a lot 
to do with this. Appleflats understands that the crabapple 
industry is disappearing from North America, and aims 
to help bring it back. Appleflats is proud to be the only 
commercial crabapple provider in Southwestern Ontario, 
making them even more special. 

Head to 2146 Line 34 Shakespeare from 9:30am – 
6:00pm Monday-Friday and 10:00am – 4:00pm Saturday 
– Sunday to check out Appleflats for yourself! 

Want to be featured as a business 
spotlight or host a business tour? 
Email ecdev@perthcounty.ca

mailto:ecdev@perthcounty.ca
https://www.perthcounty.ca
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Since 2018, the YMCAs of Cambridge & Kitchener-
Waterloo Immigrant Services has been delivering 
Community Settlement and Coordinated Language 
Assessment & Referral Services to the Stratford -Perth 
Community. The Settlement Worker located at the 
YMCA of Stratford-Perth works to meet the needs of 
the newcomer/immigrant community and provides 
opportunities for these individuals to flourish in Perth 
County and Stratford. This settlement support can include 
community referrals, language assessments, mentorship, 
and when needed, a YMCA Membership to foster 
belonging. 

Language Assessors provide English Language assessments 
for newcomers/immigrants to measure English language 
ability in listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  
Referrals are then made to English Language learning 
centres and other community programs to support English 
Language learning.  

Immigrant Services employees of YMCA Stratford-Perth 
are participants of the Newcomer Settlement Huron Perth 
meetings and the Huron County Immigration Partnership. 
This group has had opportunities to share ideas related 
to newcomers/immigrants and diversity with community 
partners including the YMCA of Southwestern Ontario, 

Settlement Services: 
Creating a great place to 
live for all newcomers

Commute Ontario, a FREE sustainable commuting 
program, is taking Ontario by storm. Workplaces and 
post-secondary institutions across the province now 
have access to proven resources, year-round campaigns 
and custom online programs that help engage and 

United Way, Perth County Economic Development & 
Tourism, and The Centres for Employment & Learning of 
the Avon Maitland District School Board.

Marian Rozman of YMCA Immigrant Services stated, “We 
are very excited to continue to be a part of the Stratford-
Perth community and are looking forward to continuing 
to foster the relationships we have made and to create a 
great place to live for all newcomers and immigrants.”

To find out more, visit: ymcaimmigrantservices.ca, visit 
the YMCA of Stratford-Perth (204 Downie St.), or contact 
Settlement Worker Yajing Li at 519-504-3219 or  
yajing.li@ckw.ymca.ca. 

Immigrant Services Hours of Operation:

Tuesday, 10:00am – 5:30pm; Thursday, 8:30am – 4:30pm; 
Friday, 8:30am – 12:00pm

Referrals for a Language Assessment can be made by 
meeting with a Settlement Worker.

Get Moving with Commute Ontario:  
A FREE Sustainable Commuting Program

reward employees and students for choosing active and 
sustainable modes of travel such as carpooling, walking, 
cycling, & public transit.

Visit commuteontario.ca for information on the Commute 
Ontario Program.

mailto:ecdev@perthcounty.ca
https://www.perthcounty.ca
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United Way is kicking off across 
Perth County to celebrate with 
the communities they serve.  
Thursday, September 12 in Listowel 
It all starts Thursday, September 12, at 11:30am in 
Listowel. Join event sponsor Ward & Uptigrove for 
a BBQ lunch and the United Way campaign goal 
announcement!

Friday, September 13 in Stratford 
Friday, September 13, they are taking over Stratford 
Market Square from 11:30am. to 1:00pm. Tickets are 
$15 in advance, $20 at the event. Thanks to event 
sponsors Sun Life Financial, Details Event Planning, 
Mornington Communications Co-op and Susan 
Molenhuis Sales Rep. Sutton Group First Choice Realty 
Ltd. Brokerage.

Sunday, September 15 in St. Marys 
Sunday, September 15, they will be celebrating at the 
St. Marys Golf & Country Club. This event starts at 5:30 
pm for hors d’oeuvres, followed by the campaign goal 
announcement at 6:30pm. and the Front Porch Show at 
7:00pm.

For more visit perthhuron.unitedway.ca/campaign-
kick-off/

Building Capacity with 
United Way 
United Way is committed to offering affordable training 
to non-profits and members of the public. 

Saturday, October 5 at the Local Community Food 
Centre, Ryan Erb presents Boards That Work, a workshop 
for board members and administrators. The workshop 
provides an overview and updates on basic concepts and 
frameworks of governance. 10:00am – 4:00pm. $55 per 
person. Lunch is provided. 

Wednesday, November 6 at the Huron County Health Unit 
in Clinton, Helen Dowd leads a Volunteer Management 
session. Helen has been empowering volunteers since 
2001 and will share her experiences to inspire attendees 
to create their own volunteer success stories. 1:00pm – 
4:00pm. $35 per person.

Tuesday, November 26 at the Stratford Public Library, 
Murray Comber presents Personality Dimensions. 
Learn about the six Key Behavioural Clusters in every 
organization; understand your Core and the Core of others 
and more. 10:00am – 5:00pm. $55 per person. Lunch not 
provided.

To register, call 519-271-7730 or email keys@perthhuron.
unitedway.ca. More details at perthhuron.unitedway.ca/
non-profit-professional-development-seminars/

mailto:ecdev@perthcounty.ca
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The Perth County Paramedic Services Honour Guard is 
a dedicated group of unpaid volunteers who represent 
all Perth County Paramedics and their service, to honour 
Canada, the fallen Canadian Soldiers, fallen Perth County 
First Responders, and occasionally other entities. After a 
test launch in 2011, the Honour Guard became official 
in 2013 with the leadership of Paramedic, Allen Kunzte. 
After attending a Conference in Barrie that the Alliance 
of Canadian EMS Honour Guards were putting on, 
Kuntze stated, “I came back with some better ways of 
approaching, promoting, and educating the staff better 
about why we should create an Honour Guard. After the 
training, I marched by myself in my Dress Uniform to 
show everyone how impressive, yet easy it was to learn 
how to march. I told each class I was looking for serious 
and dedicated individuals only. Previous military or 

Perth County Paramedic 
Services Honour Guard

marching experience was not necessary. The commitment 
would be one practice a year in June, Canada Day, 
Remembrance Day and the odd event. I had 5 sign up at 
the time.”

In the spring of 2014, Kunze organized a 2 hour training 
day in which everyone had to attend. Training included 
wearing and care of their Dress Uniform, basic marching 
drills, flag protocols, and flag carrying drills. Since then, 
any new Members come to the annually held June 
practice to learn to march. All Guard Members have to 
be Paramedics currently serving Perth County and must 
apply and be accepted by the Chief and by the Guard 
Commander.

The Perth County Paramedic Services Honour Guard 
first event was the 2014 Stratford Kinsmen Canada 
Day Parade. To date, the Honour Guard has had 5 
practices and marched for two openings of fundraising 
hockey games in Stratford, five Canada Day Parades, 
seven Remembrance Day Parades , two Funerals for 
Firefighters that died in the Line Of Duty in Listowel and in 
Stratford, and the Grand Opening of the new Paramedic 
Headquarters in Stratford.

Current Guard Members 
(year joined)

Beth Haslett (2014)

Scott Hildebrandt (2014)

Scott Rutherford (2014)

Martha Helmers (2017)

Nathan VanEssen (2017)

Former Guard Members 
(years served)

Nolan DiDiomete (2014)

Brad Churchill (2014-2017)

Sean Woods (2015-2016)

Steve Rabak (2016)

mailto:ecdev@perthcounty.ca
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Farm Gate Seasonal 
Availability Guide
Summer may be coming to a close, but 
that doesn’t mean that local farm gates 
are doing the same! Plenty of food that 
is locally grown is in now season such as 
beans, beets, cabbage, cucumbers, squash, 
tomatoes, and so much more! Pick up 
one of our farm gate maps to follow our 
seasonal availability guide and find fresh 
local food.

Explore the Farm Gate Map online at 
PerthCounty.ca/FarmGate.

Digital Hike & Bike Map
Visit www.perthcounty.ca/hikeandbike to explore 
the digital trail map! This interactive tool 
showcases a wide variety of places in Perth County 
where you can get out to hike or bike this fall. 

mailto:ecdev@perthcounty.ca
https://www.perthcounty.ca
https://www.perthcounty.ca/en/doing-business/doing-business.aspx
http://gis.perthcounty.ca/Html5Viewer/index.html?viewer=FarmGate
http://www.perthcounty.ca/hikeandbike


1 Huron Street, Stratford, ON  N5A 5S4
T. 519-271-0531 x150
E. ecdev@perthcounty.ca 

Economic Development and Tourism Office
Reach out to us today. Your business is our pleasure!
perthcounty.ca

13

Are you an employer in 
Perth County interested 
in hiring newcomer 
talent? 

Send an email to 
ecdev@perthcounty.ca  
to join our list to be 
connected with qualified 
candidates looking to 
build a life in Perth 
County.

Connecting Employers to Immigrant Talent 

Immploy connects employers with immigrant talent to 
foster economic prosperity. They do this through the 
delivery of free recruitment services called Job Match 
and Mentorship Programs. 

Do you have a job vacancy? Job Match provides 
employers across Southwestern Ontario with 
coordinated access to qualified Canadian newcomer 
talent. Share your hiring needs with Immploy and widen 
your search to include qualified Canadian newcomer 
talent. You share the posting, and they match the 
candidates. Just leave the sourcing, screening, and 
short-listing to them. 

The Mentorship Programs connects Canadian 
newcomer talent with mentors in their field to gain 
a better understanding of the regional job market; 
establish valuable networking contacts; and learn 
more about sector-specific languages and professional 
practices in Canada. Learn more on Immploy’s new 
YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCWvm4jIbT5DbNIKTX0CklxA

Immploy’s Clients
| 600+ clients registered with Immploy 

| All professionals with Post Graduate, Bachelors, 
Masters and PhD degree

| Expertise and work background includes and is not 
limited to Human Resources, Sales and Marketing, 
Finance and Accounting, Business Management, 
Information Technology, Banking, Business 
Administration, Manufacturing and Logistics, Public 
Administration, Engineering, Healthcare, Supply Chain, 
Sciences, Law, and others.

| English - Reading, Writing, and Listening - All clients 
possess a minimum score of 7 out of 8 on the Canadian 
Language Benchmark Assessment. 

Visit www.immploy.ca for more information.
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Hanna Holman, Planning Division

Hanna –  As the Planning Summer 
Student at Perth County, I have been 
able to gain valuable work experience 
in my field of study. Perth County has 
been an excellent place to work as I was 
able to work closely with my supervisor 
and colleagues on a variety of planning 
initiatives. I enjoyed the variety of work 
that came with working at a smaller 
rural municipality. I was exposed to 
a diverse range of projects regarding 
both the policy and implementation 
sides of planning. Some of the selected 
tasks I worked on include producing 
planning reports for consent applications 
and providing comments on planning 
applications to other municipalities. 
Additionally, I was involved in the 
development of our New County Official 
Plan by producing public engagement 
material.

I appreciated being challenged with new 
and exciting tasks on a weekly basis. My 
colleagues in the office were all very 
friendly and welcoming, which made my 
summer student experience enjoyable.  
My position at Perth County provided me 
with excellent experience and knowledge 
that I know I will carry with myself into 
any future positions in my field. I would 
highly recommend working at Perth 
County to any other students interested 
in planning. 

Summer Experience with Perth County

We asked our summer students to describe what it was like spending a summer  
working for Perth County, here’s what they had to say. 

Rachel Suffern, Youth Engagement 
Intern

Rachel – In my role as the Youth 
Engagement Intern, I was able to gain 
valuable experience in a municipal 
government setting and completed tasks 
that I otherwise would not have the 
chance to do in a larger corporation. 
I loved my work with the Economic 
Development and Tourism division and 
was given the opportunity to challenge 
myself while being exposed to many 
different projects. During my time here, I 
was able to organize a youth networking 
event, complete a new series of youth 
profiles for our #ProsperInPerthCounty 
campaign, and participate in many 
events where I could advocate for youth 
engagement in rural Ontario. Most 
importantly, I was able to interact with 
the Perth County community and help 
give exposure to the opportunities within 
the region as to attract and retain youth.

The entire staff at Perth County has been 
incredibly welcoming and supportive 
throughout my time here. I’ve been very 
fortunate to work with a great division 
and having had the mentorship from 
my colleagues and supervisors. The 
experience I’ve gained with Perth County 
has been incredibly important in terms 
of my personal career development and 
has equipped me with skills that I can 
bring forward into my future endeavors. I 
cannot say enough good things about my 
experience at Perth County and I highly 
encourage others to consider applying to 
work here next summer.

Tyson McGavin, Tourism 

Tyson – My job as the Tourism Summer 
Student included posting on social media, 
delivering brochures and farm gate maps 
across the County and beyond, making 
exciting promotional videos, and assisting 
with events. My experience of working 
for Perth County has been fulfilling, 
educating, and of course, fun! What 
I liked most about working for Perth 
County was the opportunity to meet 
new people, see all the amazing places 
that the county has to offer, and getting 
the opportunity to have memorable 
experiences. 

The atmosphere at my Perth County 
workplace was also rewarding as I was 
surrounded by so many amazing and fun 
colleagues that always made my days 
much more exciting, I am proud of many 
projects I set out to do this summer as 
Perth County gives you the opportunity 
to set your own goals. I would highly 
recommend this job to other students 
who have an interest in planning, media, 
and travel. This has been an amazing 
experience and the opportunities they 
give you are endless. I was able to go 
kayaking, eat delicious food, see amazing 
scenery and meet so many interesting 
people.  It irare for someone to be able 
to wake up and be excited for their 
work day, but I am one of the lucky few 
students who looks forward to going to 
work every day, and that is because of 
Perth County and the amazing people 
who work there too.
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Save the Date:  
11th Annual Mayors Gala 
presented by BMO Financial 
Group
Mark your calendars for the 11th Annual Mayors 
Gala presented by BMO Financial Group. The 
Community Foundation is deeply grateful to 
presenting partner BMO Financial Group, and the 
many caring business supporters from across the 
region that help make this Annual Gala a must 
attend social event of the year.

11th Annual Mayors Gala
Saturday, January 18, 2020
Stratford Country Club 
53 Romeo Street North

Tickets on sale fall 2019

Stratford Perth Community 
Foundation’s 2018 Community 
Report is now available! 
Find the report at spccf.ca

2020 Community Grants
The Stratford Perth Community Foundation will be 
accepting grant applications in January 2020. Registered 
charities and non-profits have the opportunity to apply 
for funding for programs and projects that benefit 
communities across Perth County, St. Marys and 
Stratford. Keep your eyes peeled for these opportunities 
in the new year! 
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AMDSB SHSM Graduates

Avon Maitland District School Board is excited to 
announce that 167 students in Perth County schools 
graduated with the Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) 
seal. This SHSM seal resembles all of the additional 
industry related experiences that the students participated 
in throughout secondary school. All 167 students will 
have graduated with a Standard First Aid and Level C + 
AED Training certification, W.H.M.I.S. certification, and 
basic health and safety training. These students also 
completed a Cooperative Education experience in the 
field of their chosen SHSM. Some of those industries 
include Manufacturing, Health & Wellness, Environment, 
Construction and Business. 

Students with this distinction will have that additional 
experience that employers and post-secondary 
institutions are seeking. Many colleges and universities 
are granting SHSM graduates with bursaries and 
other benefits when applying for post-secondary. 
Congratulations to all of the SHSM graduates in AMDSB!

Environment SHSM students went on a Scenic 
Caves Experiential Learning trip in the spring – 
check out these photos to see their adventures! 
Listowel District Secondary School SHSM 
students visited IceCulture to get a behind 
the scenes look at how this unique business 
operates, and learn about opportunities in the 
skilled trades you may not expect. Use this QR 
code to watch a video about their great day.

Specialist High Skills Major 
Student Adventures
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The Stratford Perth Museum 
is proud to introduce our 
new Manager of Education 
and Programs, Peg Dunnem. 
Peg, a resident of Stratford, is 
well known in the Stratford 
and area cultural circles. 
For 10 years, Peg was the 
Curator of Education and 
Public Programs at Gallery 
Stratford. More recently Peg was the Program Coordinator 
at the Agnes Etherington Art Centre at Queen’s University 
and the Program Director at the London Clay Art Centre.

“I’d been really interested for many years in what the 
museum’s been doing, not only in their programs but also 
in their engagement within the community,” Dunnem 
said. “What really interested me was the notion of going 
outside of Stratford and looking at Perth County as a 
whole, and how to engage rural communities and heritage 
organizations, which I sometimes feel is overlooked. I think 
it’s really fun to look outside of the typical lens of what 
a museum could offer and bring a new audience in and 
give them that opportunity to engage with the museum in 
perhaps a way that they didn’t know was possible.”

Make sure to say hello during your next visit to the Stratford 
Perth Museum! To reach Peg call 519-393-5315 and by 
email, groups@stratfordperthmuseum.ca.

Stratford Perth Museum 
Welcomes New Manager 
of Education  
and Programs

Perth County in partnership with the member 
municipalities (Perth East, Perth South, West 
Perth, North Perth) are looking for citizen input 
in preparing municipal budgets for the upcoming 
year. Keep an eye out on our Facebook and 
Twitter pages (@PerthCounty) as well as our public 
engagement website www.yoursayperthcounty.ca 
for more information on how you can have input.

Budget 2020 
Public Input 
Opportunities

EmployerOne Survey 
Observations Are In! 
Four County Labour Market Planning Board 
(FCLMPB) is a community-directed, not-for-
profit corporation assisting Bruce, Grey, Huron, 
and Perth counties in its approach to workforce 
development and labour market planning. Their 
mission is to plan and promote local labour 
market strategies to meet the challenges of a 
changing economy. Each year, they produce an 
EmployerOne Survey that reflects valuable labour 
market information as well as employer struggles 
and successes. 

To view the 2019 Employer Survey obserations, 
visit their website www.planningboard.ca.
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The Technical Training Group (TTG) is a not-for-profit 
organization that has been committed to bringing local, 
relevant technical and skilled trades’ training since 
2002. TTG was awarded $5,000 by the Stratford Perth 
Community Foundation (Melanson Family Fund) to put 
towards the purchase of a Virtual Welder and $5,000 from 
the Libro Prosperity Fund to put towards the purchase of 
both the Virtual Welder and four sets of Virtual Reality 
Goggles.

There is a critical shortage of people entering the 
skilled trades in Perth and Huron Counties and trades’ 
awareness, promotion and training delivery are Technical 
Training Group’s key priorities. TTG understands that the 
importance of being exposed to experiential learning 
opportunities at an early age can often be the key to 
inspiring young people to sign up for tech studies in 
high school. This kind of exposure can also help start 
discussions with their families about possible trades-
focused career paths in the future.  

TTG’s youth engagement initiatives are delivered with 
community partners such as the Avon Maitland District 
School Board, Huron-Perth Catholic District School Board, 
Huron and Perth County Economic Development, local 
service providers, businesses and industry organizations. 

To help better engage and connect with youth about 
the skilled trades, TTG recently purchased a VRTEX® 
Engage™ Virtual Welder, generously supported by funding 
provided by the Stratford Perth Community Foundation 
(the Melanson Family Fund) and the Libro Prosperity fund. 
The virtual welder provides an opportunity to experience a 
highly engaging and interactive simulation of the welding 
process in almost any setting. It’s portable, requires no 
welding or safety equipment to operate and is suitable for 
all ages and skill levels. 

Through the Libro Prosperity Fund, TTG will also purchase 
four sets of virtual goggles developed by ORIGIN, a 
company based out of Thunder Bay. These goggles deliver 
virtual reality experiences which help create awareness 

and provide compelling, “real life” exposure to the skilled 
trades. There are currently 3 video experiences available 
within the goggles, which include Millwright, Boilermaker 
and Electrician. More of these virtual experiences are also 
in development.

For over two decades, TTG has been offering a variety 
of hands-on skilled trades and technology workshops to 
youth between the ages of 7-14.  These initiatives include 
FunTECH and FunTECH AMDSB which so far this year have 
exposed over 1,000 students in Huron and Perth Counties 
to a range of trades and technology-focused workshops.  
TTG will now be able to bring the Virtual Welder and 
Virtual Goggles to these workshops, as well as to events 
such as Career Fairs, Summer Camps, Home Shows, as well 
as to a variety of Community-sponsored events.

Building the skills for tomorrow’s workforce is a shared 
responsibility. These types of innovative and highly 
interactive tools will help TTG, along with our community 
partners, to continue to generate engaging and meaningful 
discussions about the potential for in-demand careers in 
the skilled trades in our communities.

Created by and for the people of Stratford, St. Marys 
and Perth County, the Stratford Perth Community 
Foundation has been the region’s Community Foundation, 
and partner in philanthropy, for 15 years. Uniquely 
positioned, the Community Foundation connects people 
who care with community organizations addressing the 
region’s community priorities. As one of 191 Community 
Foundations across Canada, the Community Foundation 
manages endowed funds and provides vital grants 
throughout Perth County.

The Libro Prosperity Fund is an annual granting program 
that supports local organizations focused on growing 
prosperity in Southwestern Ontario through Regional 
Economic Development, Money Smarts and Youth 
Leadership.

For more information visit technicaltraininggroup.org  
or call 519-801-8641.

A New and Innovative Approach to Creating 
Awareness About Careers in Skilled Trades
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Friday, September 6 | Sunday, 
September 8: Kirkton Fall Fair

Located at the Kirkton-Woodham 
Community Centre, the Kirkton Fall Fair 
is a three-day event filled with amazing 
food, highland games, tractor pull, 
demolition derby and other fun filled 
activities. Learn more about the fair at 
their website www.kirkton.ca/kirkton-
fair and follow them on Facebook 
and Instagram @kirktonfallfair for fair 
updates and announcements

Saturday, September 7 | Corduroy 
Gordon at River Valley 

Enjoy a drink and a meal on the scenic 
patio while listening to Cordurpy 
Gordon at River Valley Golf & Snow 
Tube Slide. From 7:00pm – 10:00pm. 

Sunday, September 8 | Music in the 
Park | Randy Satchell Band 

Come enjoy free live music in the park 
at Lion’s Park Pavilion in Mitchell. This 
week’s band feature is Randy Satchell 
Band, playing from 6:30pm – 7:30pm. 

What’s Happening in Perth County

Sunday, September 22 | Cycle 
Stratford’s Perth County Cycle Tour 

This first annual tour has 25km, 66km, 
and 104km routes starting in Stratford 
Market Square, including stops in St. 
Marys and Mitchell. All levels of riders 
are welcome! Find out more and 
register at cyclestratford.ca. 

Sunday, September 22 | Music in 
the Park – Mostly Sideways

Come enjoy free live music in the park 
at Lion’s Park Pavilion in Mitchell. This 
week’s band feature is Mostly Sideways, 
playing from 6:30pm – 7:30pm.

Sunday, September 29 | Listowel 
Wedding Walk & Expo 

This is a wonderful local bridal event 
where couples have the opportunity 
to participate in and get to know their 
local service providers & vendors. There 
will be door prizes along with a grand 
prize for the participating couples 
to win! Taking place from 1:00pm – 
9:00pm at St. Joe’s Catholic Church in 
Listowel.

Wednesday, September 11 | Legal 
Capabilities Workshop 

A workshop for front-line staff  and 
community workers to learn how to 
help service providers and individuals 
know when to seek legal help. There are 
two sessions to choose from: 9:00am 
– 12:00pm at the Huron East Municipal 
Office or 1:30pm – 4:30pm at the 
Mitchell & District Arena. Registration 
is limited – reserve your spot on 
EventBrite.

Friday, September 13 | Milverton 
Fall Expo 

Taking place at the Milverton Agri 
Centre featuring dinner, exhibits, 
vendors, and an Ambassador 
Competition! Doors open at 4:30pm.

Sunday, September 15 | Music in 
the Park | The Gee Gees

Come enjoy free live music in the park 
at Lion’s Park Pavilion in Mitchell. This 
week’s band feature is The Gee Gees, 
playing from 6:30pm – 7:30pm.

Monday, September 16 | Digital 
Skills Workshop | Maximizing 
Your Online Advertising & Digital 
Marketing Budget

Attend this free workshop taking place 
from 5:00pm-8:00pm at the Mitchell 
Community Centre to improve your 
digital skills and online presence of your 
business! Register at www.obiaa.com/
event/small-biz-websites-mitchell-perth. 

Friday, September 20 | Mitchell and 
District Agricultural Society Dance

Dances taking place at 155 Wellington 
St. Mitchell, from 8:00pm – 12:00am the 
third Friday of each month! Door prizes, 
country music, and lots of fun. All are 
welcome! Following Dates: October 18, 
November 15 

Do you have an event 
coming up? Add it to  
our Events Calendar at 
perthcounty.ca!
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Sunday, September 29 | Wildwood 
Autumn Open House 

Join us for an afternoon of free outdoor 
fun at Wildwood Conservation Area. 
Bring your hiking boots to explore the 
splendor of fall and all it has to offer. 
A variety of activities will be available 
including a campfire, cider and wagon 
ride! Free vehicle admission into the 
Conservation Area.

Saturday, October 5-27 | McCully’s 
Fall Harvest Festival

Bring your family to scenic McCully’s 
Hill Farm to join in the fun at our Fall 
Harvest Festivalopen every Saturday 
& Sunday in October! Activities this 
year include: wagon rides, corn maze, 
pumpkin catapult, face painting, kids 
crafts, barrel train, sand mountain, and a 
pumpkin patch.

Saturday, October 5 | 9th Annual 
PumpkinPalooza

Join us at Harwill Farms (5535 Line 89, 
Gowanstown) from 10:00am-3:00pm 
for pick-your-own pumpkins, kids crafts, 
games, music, delicious pumpkin pie, 
local food, and fun! Free admission. 
Visit www.harwillfarms.com for more 
information. 

What’s Happening in Perth County

Friday, November 1 | Black Tie 
Bingo

Back by popular demand, this event 
kicks off at 7:30pm at the Listowel Golf 
Club. All proceeds will be donated to 
Community Living North Perth. Tickets 
available at the Community Living Office 
in Listowel. 

Friday, November 15 | Happily, Ever 
After Ball

At the PERC Banquet Hall from 5:00pm 
– 9:00pm. Meet and Greet with Elsa, 
Anna & Kristoff, Ariel, Merida & Tinker 
Bell! Night Includes: Three Course Meal, 
Photo Booth, Dance, Kids’ Games/
Crafts, Silent Auction for Adults, Kids’ 
Door Prizes/Goody Bags. Tickets for sale 
online. 

Saturday, November 30 | Santa 
Comes to Listowel

Santa Claus has agreed to return to 
Listowel for a visit with children on 
Saturday, November 30th and join in 
the parade! Parade begins at 11:00am 
and pictures with Santa are at Listowel 
Legion’s Parkview Gardens from 12:30-
2:30 pm.  Children of all ages can come 
to have a picture taken and to make 
sure their request is presented to him 
personally.

Other November events from the 
Dowtown Mitchell BIA: 

Christmas BIA Bucks go on sale and a 
Downtown Christmas Street Party! 

Sunday, October 6 | Shine On Dave 
Blackburn Memorial Car Rally

This car rally will feature a historic 
car rally along the backroads of Perth 
County followed by fun, music, food, 
drinks and prizes back at the Stratford 
Perth Museum. Rally drivers will embark 
at 10:00am on Sunday, October 6th for 
a historical three-hour tour of Perth 
County (no gravel roads, we promise) 
that concludes at the museum. Pre-
registration for the rally takes place 
online via 
www.ShineOnStratford.ca. Day-of 
registrations will take place from 
9:00am-10:00am at the Museum.

Saturday, October 19 | North Perth-
Spinrite Child & Family Centre’s 5th 
Annual Cinderella Ball

An evening of magic for the whole 
family! The Atwood hall is transformed 
into a magical castle. Enjoy a meal, 
entertainment, music and dancing 
from 5:00pm – 8:00pm. Tickets on sale 
August 26th on Eventbrite.ca.

Wednesday, October 23 | Growing 
Your Workforce Conference 

Learn from panelists from across the 
region that are experiencing success in 
local training, attraction, and retention 
strategies and participate in breakout 
sessions. Taking place at the Stratford 
Rotary Complex from 9:00am – 4:00pm.  
For full event details visit: www.
growingyourworkforce.ca. 

If you need this information or any document contained in this newsletter 
provided in another format, please contact our Accessibility Coordinator 
for assistance at 519-271-0531 ext. 141 or accessibility@perthcounty.ca
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