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OPPORTUNITIES
Your look at Cultivating Opportunity

in Perth County

Are you an employer in
#PerthCounty looking to fill
vacant positions?
Post your jobs for FREE on
opportunityliveshere.ca/jobs to reach
thousands of job seekers!
Economic development staff from St. Marys and Perth County
are participating in job fairs in the GTA and surrounding
regions, to promote the “Opportunity Lives Here” resource
for job seekers, business owners, newcomers and youth.
“With many employers struggling to fill positions in the area,
we’re hoping this brings exposure to the regions employment
opportunities and quality of life,” says Perth County Warden,
Walter Mackenzie.
Together, lets show people from throughout Ontario that
Opportunity lives, works and grows in Perth County, Stratford
and St. Marys!

Recognizing our Outstanding Youth
Congratulations to Ashley Aylward of Palmerston for being featured
in the 2018 Rural Ontario Institute Youth Engagement Showcase! The
Youth Engagement Showcase features stories of youth taking charge and
tackling important issues and highlights the impact youth can have in their
communities. Ashley is the President of Big Brothers and Big Sisters of
Listowel and District where she is heavily involved. Additionally, she is the
Vice President and youngest board member on the North Perth Chamber
of Commerce. Read more about Ashley at: ruralontarioinstitute.ca
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SPOTLIGHT ON

BUSINESS
West Perth

Jillian’s Celebrates 20 years
of business!
Jill Fritz began her entrepreneurial
dream at the young age of 19 when
she opened Jillian’s. April 19, 2018
marked her 20th year of business in
downtown Mitchell.
Her beautiful home décor store is filled with charm,
wood floors, and brick walls. The products are
displayed on stunning antique reproduction furniture,
giving the store a warm and inviting atmosphere.
Jillian’s recently expanded in February and now has an
additional 1900 square feet of store space.

The product displays are brought to life with realistic artificial grasses,
twigs, berries and florals that can be purchased by the stem or arranged
at no additional charge. With the expansion, Jillian’s now has larger
pieces of furniture, bedding, more handbags, accessories and jewellery.

“The expansion allows for a better shopping
experience, it’s more spacious and it’s allowed us to
expand our product lines and displays,” said Jill.

Next time you’re in Mitchell, be sure to stop by to browse the many
beautiful home décor items and newly expanded space. Congratulations
on 20 years in business, Jill!

The store has a wide variety of décor items such as
pottery, candles, prints, clocks, and kitchen items.

Opening hours: Monday-Wednesday & Friday: 9:30am-5:30pm
Thursday: 9:30am-7:30pm, Saturday: 9:00am-5:00pm

The GreenON Food Manufacturing
program is now accepting applications
until June 30, 2018.
Administered by Ontario Centres of
Excellence on behalf of the Green
Ontario Fund and the Ontario Ministry
of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs
(OMAFRA), it is a merit-based initiative
that supports Ontario-based food and
beverage manufacturers and processors
in reducing their greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions.

The program consists of two streams:
RETROFIT Reducing GHG emissions through the adoption of
proven technologies.
Projects may qualify for 35% of total eligible project costs up
to a maximum of $500,000.
INNOVATION Reducing GHG emissions through the adoption
and demonstration of technologies that are lesser known to
Ontario's food and beverage processing sector.
Projects may qualify for 75% of total eligible project costs up
to a maximum of $1 million.
For more information visit: oce-ontario.org
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Perth East

Delhome Farms has been home to the
Riddell Family since 1986.Ron and Debbie
have transformed the 375-acre farm into an
automated robotic dairy facility.
In 2010, a new 115’ x 352’ dairy barn was built to house 200
heifers and dry cows along with 120 milking cows with two
DeLaval Robots.
Among the innovations are automated foot baths, swinging
cow brushes, sand bedding, and the recycling of all the water
used on the farm to clean cow hooves and barn floors. The barn
is located and built in a way that takes advantage of natural
ventilation.
In 2015, a 60’ x 120’ calf nursery was built to house 50 calves
up to the age of 10 weeks. This barn is equipped with an
automatic feeding rail system which allows calves to drink
milk up to five times a day.Astonishingly, only one manager is
needed to oversee this dairy facility.
Luckily for fellow farmers, the Riddells are willing to share their
knowledge and expertise with others.
In partnership with the Royal Winter Fair Tours, Ron and Debbie
have hosted hundreds of individuals for tours from all over the
world for the past 8 years.

“We’ve had visitors from a number of different countries
including Iran, Australia, Japan, South Africa, Turkey and various
European countries,” said Debbie.
People are eager to learn more about their breeding philosophy,
reproduction program, herd health program, crops, manure
management, barn design and more. They also end up selling
embryos to some of the visitors from other countries. Farms
like Delhome Farms are large contributors to Ontario’s booming
dairy industry. Ontario sold 850,916 kilolitres of milk and
163,912 kilolitres of cream in 2016, 316,368 kilolitres of which
came from Perth County’s 346 milk producers.

Connect with drivers and riders from all over
Southwestern Ontario.
Share rides to work, school and events with
neighbours, co-workers, old and new friends.

regionalrideshare.ca

Save money, time and fuel and minimize your
carbon footprint!

Areas Served
Huron County
Lambton County
London
Middlesex County
Oxford County

Perth County
St. Marys
St. Thomas
Stratford
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SPOTLIGHT ON

BUSINESS
North Perth

Mitch & Mamas Café located in Listowel at 311 Main St. E is more
than just a great cup of coffee. It is a place where diversity is
not only embraced, but celebrated. Mitch and his Mama started
this business together after Mitch had a difficult time finding
employment.
“We were struggling to find employment for Mitch, so we created
a job for him. It’s a great way for him to learn new skills and
utilize his warm, social personality” said Charity Hilson.
Mitch and Mamas currently has volunteers and they are planning
to make the building accessible so it can be fully inclusive. The
plan is to hire others who may struggle with employment with
the goal to help people develop skills, get a paycheque, gain
independence and feel valued. There are currently 4 volunteers
that help at the café that are labeled with a developmental
disability.

“The goal is to help people develop skills,
receive a paycheque and feel valued”
says Hilson.
Charity has worked in the developmental service field for over
17 years. When she’s not working full-time nights at Community
Living, she’s helping at the café. Through her work, she’s
witnessed unemployment for a number of people and is hoping to
change that by offering volunteer and employment opportunities
at the café.
Charity is currently running the shop full time (Monday-Friday)
and Mitch works every day after school and all day on Fridays.
They also have several volunteers that help out at the Café
each week. The café is open Tuesday to Friday from 10:00am to
4:00pm and Saturdays from 9:00am-2:00pm. Thursday evenings
they are open until 8:00pm. They are planning offer game nights,
karaoke and movie nights in the future!
“We look forward to seeing this all come together for the
community,” says Hilson.

SWIFT Network is collecting information about
how residents, farms, and businesses currently
use the Internet. This 15-minute survey will
help them determine where they will invest
funding and support their goal of building
#broadbandforeveryone.
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New Incentives for Employers
to Hire and Retain Youth
Ontario is investing $124 million to help
youth aged 15 to 29 find a job through the
Employing Young Talent Incentive (EYTI).
Financial incentives are now in place, allocated by region, to
help businesses hire and retain young workers. These incentives
will be delivered through the existing Employment Ontario
network.
The program offers the following:
Small businesses with less than 100 employees, an initial
$1,000 incentive upon hiring and an additional $1,000
retention incentive after six months for each youth hired
through Employment Service.
Business owners of any size an initial $1,000 incentive
after three months of hiring, followed by an additional
$1,000 retention incentive after six months, for hiring youth
who face barriers to employment through the Youth Job
Connection program.
Eligible youth are individuals between the ages of 15 and 29,
unemployed, not participating in full-time training or education
and legally entitled to work in Canada. Youth need to be
registered with Partners in Employment or Conestoga Career
Centre.
To inquire about additional program eligibility criteria, or to
apply, contact:
Partners in Employment
75 Waterloo St S, Stratford, ON N5A 7B2
T: (519) 272-1946
E: stratfordcareercentre@conestogac.on.ca
Conestoga Career Centre
130 Youngs St, Stratford, ON N5A 1J7
T: 519-271-5700 x 7224
E: d.hotchkiss@partnersinemployment.on.ca

The Four County Labour Market
Planning Board launched “Connect
2 Skills” as a pilot project in 2017
and it will be continuing this year
throughout Perth County.
The purpose of this program is to prepare adults for
jobs in the Manufacturing Sector in Perth County. If
you are an employer or student that is interested in
getting involved, contact Jason at 226-921-7194 or
jason@planningboard.ca
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Perth South

With the nice weather arriving, it’s a great
time to plan a family visit to Wildwood
Conservation Area!
Wildwood has 3500 acres of hiking, camping, boating,
swimming, picnicking, mountain biking, birding and so much
more! Wildwood’s campground and day use area cover 50
ha. An estimated 150,000 people visit Wildwood each year.
Wildwood’s four hiking & biking trails range in length from
1.2 km to the 25 km Lake Trail. Bikes are available for rent at
Wildwood, or at Totally Spoked in Stratford.
Learn more about what Wildwood has to offer at
wildwoodconservationarea.ca

Perth County Strawberries will be ready for
picking in the coming weeks!
The Walch family has been growing strawberries since their
production started in 1994. They are located on road 119 in
Perth South (just outside of Stratford) and also have locations
in Kitchener, and New Hamburg. Depending on weather, the
season typically begins mid-June and lasts approximately 5
weeks. Whether you are looking for a fun outing or want
to pick up fresh locally-grown fruits, Walch’s sells fresh
strawberries that are picked daily or there is also a pick your
own option.
The answering machine on their “Strawberry Hotline” is
updated daily for picking conditions, and they actively post on
their website and Facebook accounts:
Strawberry Hotline: 519 272 1423
Website: stratfordstrawberries.com
Facebook: @Walchfamilystrawberries

Get your tartan on!
The Perth County Tartan commemorates the
150th Anniversary of Canada.
Tartan products available NOW at
MacLeods Scottish Shop in Stratford
and the Stratford-Perth Museum.
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Supporting Student Success – Experience Ontario
Helping young people identify, explore and refine
education and/or career goals and make informed
decisions about their future
Experience Ontario is a program for a limited number of students
(graduating in June 2018 or entering grade 12 in September 2018) who
are exploring their post-secondary options (e.g. enter employment,
attend post-secondary education or enter apprenticeship training). This
is part of the Ontario government’s plan to continue developing a highly
skilled workforce.
The focus of the program is career and post-secondary education
exploration. You can participate in workshops, job shadow
opportunities, and informational interviews with professionals, and
campus or workplace tours. In addition your Youth Coach will meet with
you individually at school over the lunch period or during a spare at a
time that is convenient for you.

Perth County Emergency Management has
partnered with the Stratford Beacon-Herald to
produce an emergency preparedness supplement!
View it online: online.flipbuilder.com/vjfq/jezb/

An added benefit to participating in the program is having your postsecondary registration fees paid for you. Up to $300!
If you are interested in learning more about this great initiative as a
participant, employer or mentor for the upcoming 2018-2019 school
year, please contact Sandy McCann, Youth Coach, Skills For Change at
smccann@skillsforchange.org or 226-921-7646.

There is just three weeks left until the
Application Intake Deadline for this year’s
Premier’s Award for Agri-Food Innovation
Excellence program.
The Premier’s Award for Agri-Food Innovation
Excellence program encourages the development
of our rural communities, farms, agri-food
processors and agri-food organizations by adding
value to existing products, creating jobs and
driving economic growth.
Applications will be accepted until 11:59 PM on
Friday, May 25, 2018. Program guidelines and the
application form can be found online at: omafra.
gov.on.ca/english/premier_award
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West Perth has much to experience whether
you’re looking for an afternoon or a day-long
adventure. There is so much to discover!
Dublin
Sharing the same name as Ireland’s capitol city, in the case of
this West Perth community, Dublin in the case of Perth County
is known as “Ontario’s Furniture Village”. An appropriate name
when you consider all you can get for your home in one place!
Goettler’s of Dublin Fine Furniture has made a name for
themselves as a destination for Bedroom and Dining Room
Furniture, Lighting and accessories for over 66 years. Owner
Stephen Goettler also operates the nearby Chesterfield
Warehouse, an impressive 30,000 square foot showroom
featuring the latest in mid-century and transitional styled sofas,
loveseats, chairs, recliners and area rugs focusing on made in
Canada upholstery.
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CULTIVATING OPPORTUNITY IN PERTH COUNTY

This article wraps up our 4-part yearlong series exploring our four member
municipalities – North Perth, Perth South,
Perth East and West Perth.

K

Mitchell
Mitchell is the largest community in West Perth boasting
a beautiful historic downtown featuring a newly designed
streetscape. Along the main street of Mitchell there are lots of
great places to stop in and browse.
Be sure to stop by the newly expanded Jillian’s home décor
store. The business just celebrated it’s 20-year anniversary with
a business expansion to more than double their space. They
have a carefully curated collection of modern furniture and
home accent pieces that will definitely keep you on trend! Also
a great spot to shop for a baby shower as the store features a
number of great gift ideas for a mom-to-be.

Once you’ve browsed the big pieces of furniture, you’ll
definitely want to pop right across the street to accessorise and
browse the seemingly endless Dublin Mercantile. This shop is
packed full of home décor accessories, candles, kitchenware
and so much more. A great stop for unique gifts too – this shop
is a must see in Dublin.
Just a few steps from Jillian’s is Hicks Café. This café is a
charming spot to take a break and sample something delicious
for a light snack of lunch! Owners Sandy and Sean serve up a
delicious selection of lunch dishes and baked goods made with
locally sourced fresh ingredients. Be sure to try a fan favourite –
apple cinnamon muffins!
If it’s more of a pub atmosphere you’re after, right across the
road is the Rose & Crown pub (roseandcrownmitchell.ca).
Their diverse menu features delicious burgers and they have a
variety of beer on tap. We suggest trying a pint of West Perth’s
own Black Donnelly’s Brewing Company. This local brewery
is currently undergoing and expansion. While they are under
construction, you can enjoy their easy drinking lager or their
clean and refreshing dark ale in right in Mitchell. Watch for
Black Donnelly’s to open their brewery experience in Fall 2018!
www.black-donnellys.com (continued)
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West Perth (continued)
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Step into Nature
As the warm weather creeps in, there are lots of inviting
places in West Perth to explore. The West Perth Wetlands
and Nature Trails are a fully accessible trail offering a paradise
for walkers, joggers, hikers and bird watchers alike. Located
along the banks of the north branch of the Thames River, the
nature trail features over 10 km of varied levels of difficulty.
The Wetlands have been restored to create a natural shorebird
habitat making it a great stop for birders and photographers.
Another hidden gem hiking location is the Sawyer
Preservation Woodlot. Established in 1989, this nearly
29 acre lot was established to maintain the richness and
diversity of the species within its boundaries and to encourage
stewardship of declining wooded areas in Canada.
Visit sawyerwoodlot.org for location and maps.

Relax and Escape
Sometimes it’s nice to escape to the country and unwind. West
Perth is home to the warm and welcoming Windbreak Farm
B&B. Owners Cathy and Bob Hutson roll out the welcome
mat when each guest walks through their doors. Located near
Fullarton, their beautifully restored historic home is bursting
with comfort and charm! Cathy serves up delicious breakfasts
that are not to miss – with delicious locally sourced ingredients
- many from her own backyard! While you’re there you can
take home some of Bob’s amazing handmade woodworking.
www.windbreakfarm.ca
Do you know if hidden gem in your Perth County community
that visitor’s would love? Let us know! E-mail tourism@
perthcounty.ca
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New Perth County Tourism
Brochure #DiscoverMore
We’re excited to announce our refreshed 2018 Perth County
Tourism brochure! We are working to distribute 30,000 copies
across Ontario, the US at travel information centres, OnRoutes
and border crossings. Local businesses and accommodators
will be receiving their brochures over the coming weeks. If you
would like copies, please email our Tourism Specialist, Sarah
Franklin sfranklin@perthcounty.ca

Avon Maitland District School
Board is proud to present a
Customized Agricultural Program
Mitchell District High School is now the recipient of a
Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) in Food Processing, a
program that is available to grade 11 or 12 students in
Perth and Huron counties. It is part of a rural agriculture
program called FARM-REFINE-DINE, offered September
2018 to February 2019 at the school. This new program
will compliment the school’s existing SHSM programs in
Agriculture and Hospitality, making it a true farm to table
experience.
There are only four Food Processing SHSMs in the province,
so MDHS Pathways Support Teacher Nick Keller is excited
about this new opportunity for students. There are a wide
variety of opportunities for graduates after high school that
pursue occupations and post-secondary programs that are
classified under the food processing category.
For more information, contact Nick Keller at 519-348-8495
or Nicholas.keller@ed.amdsb.ca

PerthCountyTourism.ca
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In April of 2018 the Technical Training Group partnered with
the Avon Maitland District School Board to deliver a modified
version of TTG’s highly successful FunTECH Program which has
been running at Stratford Northwestern Secondary School since
the early 2000’s.

This program called FunTECH AMDSB,
provided almost 300 children throughout
Huron and Perth County with the
opportunity to participate in an experiential
learning event at their local high school.
Grade 6 and 7 students were able to select one 3-hour
workshop that introduced them to a skilled trade through
hands-on exposure while working on a related project.

SPRING/SUMMER 2018

St. Marys DCVI, Central Huron Secondary School and Listowel
District Secondary School each hosted a FunTECH AMDSB event
and local elementary feeder schools were invited, and in some
case bused in, so students in grade 6 and 7 could participate.
These FunTECH AMDSB skills workshops were delivered by
AMDSB Tech teachers, along with community partners such as
TTG, D&D Automation and Fanshawe College. Helping to make
these workshops happen were over 150 student volunteers
from the high schools, who helped the instructors deliver these
workshops, by taking leadership roles and passing on the skills
they were learning in high school to the youth who were visiting.

The range of workshop choices included Welding, Automotive,
Construction, Manufacturing, Robotics, Hospitality, Sewing,
Comm-Tech, Cosmetology and Tech Design.
Each workshop started with a safety overview which stressed
the importance of safety and safe work practices, along with
an overview of the tools/equipment / technology that would
be used for their project. At the end of the 3-hours, each
student had a completed project or challenge specific to their
workshop. Projects included chairs, cars, wooden games, metal
dinosaurs, pillowcases, pizza, truffles and video games – to
name just a few.

“I had lots of fun in manufacturing ... we got to
use belt sanders, drill presses and lots of the fun
tools. I would love to do this super fun activity
again and thank you for picking our school to
participate in FunTECH.” Sincerely, Dustin Schmidt

“This workshop gave me a feel of high school. I
am looking forward to going and know sort of
what I am doing! I am proud to say that I made a
chair and a game by myself. We can’t thank you
enough for this experience!” Sincerely, Chantel Johns

The Technical Training Group and Avon Maitland District School
Board hope to continue and expand the FunTECH AMDSB
outreach project again next year and to add more workshops
and community partners as part of this experiential learning
opportunity.
Through programs like this, we can continue to promote the
viability of skilled trades as a pathway for our youth and also
encourage students to consider taking a technical studies class
in high school to gain life skills and competencies that will be
invaluable regardless of the career pathway they choose.
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The County of Perth’s Economic Development team is conducting business tours as
part of its business visitation program. If you would like to participate in our program,
contact Hannah at 519-271-0531 ext. 152 or hconroy@perthcounty.ca.

Knollcrest Lodge, Perth East

L.H. Gray & Son Ltd, Listowel

Knollcrest Lodge offers long term home care and has created a
wellness campus to serve Milverton and the surrounding area.
Many people pass through the doors each year to access a
variety of programs and services through the Wellness Centre,
such as physiotherapy, a dental clinic, legal services, and
more! Knollcrest is the largest employer in Perth East with 130
employees. They were the recipient of the “Restorative Care
Programs” innovation and excellence award in 2017.

The Gray Ridge grading plant In Listowel is HACCP certified
and provides a significant volume of eggs to Ontario
consumers! You may recognize their name from their trucks
driving throughout Southwestern Ontario or on cartons at
stores such as Costco, Loblaws and Walmart. Year after year,
they have received a “triple A” rating from CFIA.
Learn more at: grayridge.com

Learn more at: knollcrestlodge.com

The Listowel BIA has launched the
“Win This Space” program!
Applications closed on April 27th for the “Win This Space” program.
Participants will receive 5 free business coaching workshops led by
the Stratford Perth Centre for Business, on topics such as: financial
modelling, business building blocks, brand communication, and
more!
The top 5 business plans will have an opportunity to pitch at the
finale event on July 4th, 2018 at Trillium Mutual Insurance in
Listowel. Save the date and stay tuned for tickets ($10.00 each)!
Learn more at: discoverlistowel.com/win-this-space

If you need this information or any document contained in this newsletter provided
in another format, please contact our Accessibility Coordinator for assistance at
519-271-0531 ext. 141 or accessibility@perthcounty.ca
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Lens on Perth County | Get inspired by Virginia, owner of http://Acre75.ca to #ProsperInPerthCounty!

“I am, and always have
been, passionate about
small town life. It’s who I
am and it’s who I’ll always
be. It’s a relaxed, family
and community focused
way of living. As I heard
once, “Innovation doesn’t
care where you live.” You
can make a great idea
succeed anywhere, and I
feel so lucky to be able to
be here in Perth County.”

Think global, live local
“I’ve always wanted to be a business owner. After a ton of research,
I decided that an ecommerce store was the way to go,” explained
Virginia.
“I run the business from our home in Milverton. My husband and I are
so happy we chose to put down roots here. We have a young daughter
and can always find something cool to do. Whether it’s walking the
beautiful trails, playing in the awesome parks or going for a skate at
the arena, we always have a lot of fun!”
Virginia owns Acre75.ca, an online store selling on-trend gifts and
goods made in small towns across Canada. “I love small towns and am
truly proud to share the unique products that come from them with
the world,” Virginia beamed. “Every single item on my site has a story.”

VIRGINIA
Owner, Acre75.ca

“The resources available to business owners in Perth County were very
helpful in getting started. The Stratford Perth Centre for Business really
helped me believe in my ideas for Acre75.”

For more inspiring stories visit

perthcounty.ca

#ProsperInPerthCounty

Virginia has a clear takeaway message for aspiring entrepreneurs: “You
can absolutely be successful and live in a small town. Perth County is
an amazing community that allows for a great work-life balance.”
“Ecommerce allows me the flexibility to be anywhere, but I really can’t
imagine being anywhere other than right here. I’m living out my small
town dream.” n
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