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OPPORTUNITIES
Your look at Cultivating Opportunity

in Perth County

Listowel BIA announces
winner of “Win This Space”
Competition
The top 5 finalists in the Listowel BIA’s
WIN THIS SPACE program pitched their
ideas to a panel of judges at Trillium
Mutual Insurance in Listowel.
The finalists were: Hymers Glutenless Pizza, McIntosh
Farms, Melissa’s Makes, The Pulp and The Solution
Wizard. All finalists did a great job and the grand prize
was awarded to Erin McIntosh of McIntosh Farms.
The program consisted of business preparation
workshops in business plan development, budgeting,
human resources, marketing and more. The grand prize is
$15,000 towards lease of a selected space in Listowel along
with $8500 of in-kind prizes.
“The Listowel BIA is thrilled to announce that McIntosh Farms
is our Grand Prize Winner for WIN THIS SPACE Listowel! We
are confident that McIntosh Farms will be a wonderful addition
to our business community. The BIA is proud to foster business
and community growth and we believe that WIN THIS SPACE
has attracted new growth while promoting Listowel as a place
to “Shop, Dine and Discover,” says Lisa Schaefer, Listowel BIA
Coordinator.
Erin will expand the McIntosh Farms business with a butcher
shop in Listowel. In 2012, Erin and her husband Shawn started
their journey of grass feeding their cattle and sheep and soon
added poultry and pigs – creating their own healthy ecology.

While changing their lifestyle and farming practices, they
started direct marketing from their farm to customers,
restaurants and at the Slow Food market in Stratford. It’s Erin’s
goal to show people there is another choice – another way to
farm and another way to eat.
The Listowel BIA ran “WIN THIS SPACE” 2018 in partnership
with the Stratford Perth Centre for Business, Libro Credit
Union, the Municipality of North Perth, the North Perth
Chamber of Commerce, Perth Community Futures and Perth
County Economic Development.
For more information, visit discoverlistowel.com or contact
the Listowel BIA:
Lisa Schaefer, Listowel BIA Coordinator
Email: lschaefer@northperth.ca
Phone: 519-444-8233
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162nd Listowel Agricultural Fair
The 162nd Listowel Agricultural Fair is on from July 19th-22nd.
The theme of this year’s fair, “A Future Hungry for Change”,
explores where agriculture is now and where it is headed in
the future as technology evolves.
This is an important trend for North Perth as we work towards
attracting and retaining youth through our Youth Attraction
Strategic Plan. North Perth’s economy is a hub for many
agricultural services. As new innovations and trends impact
agriculture, the variety of careers related to agriculture have
grown substantially.
North Perth youth and dairy farmer Alanna Coneybeare highly
recommends a career in agriculture. Alanna explains, “There is
an expansive network of professionals required in agriculture
such as IT, bankers, lawyers, engineers, trades people and
much more. There’s so much opportunity in ag right now –
especially with the baby boomers nearing retirement. It’s a
complex and vast field with so many different options. Keep
your doors open!”
Come enjoy the Listowel Agricultural Fair’s exhibits,
competitions and rides, and learn more about the future of
agriculture!
Find the full program details at listowelfair.com.

North Perth Wayfinding
Signage

G2G Rail Trail

North Perth has started to install
community wayfinding and municipal
amenity signage as part of the Streetscape
Revitalization project. The signage will
help visitors to our communities as it
identifies community and recreation
amenities, as well as free public parking.
The North Perth brand is also benefitted
from consistent signage across the
municipality.

Have you checked out the Guelph to
Goderich Rail Trail? More commonly
referred to as the G2G Rail Trail,
this 127 km trail travels through the
diverse landscapes of four counties.
If you are looking for a new
adventure this summer, hop on the
G2G Trail where it cuts through the
Village of Monkton off Winstanley
Street. You can also access the G2G
trail in Perth County in Millbank and
Milverton”
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Teddy Bear Play Day
North Perth held its 16th Annual Teddy Bear Play Day on
Saturday, June 23rd. Although the Play Day was relocated to
the Listowel Memorial Arena due to rain, those in attendance
didn’t let the weather ruin their fun! Thank you to the
volunteers who make this free family event a success year

Places to Live: Listowel
Municipality of North Perth Mayor Julie Behrns recently
discussed the advantages of living in North Perth and the
Town of Listowel with Toronto Sun contributing reporter Linda
White.
You can read the feature on North Perth and Listowel in the
Toronto Sun’s Homes and Condos supplement online:
torontosun.com/life/homes/new-homes-and-condos/places-tolive-listowel

photo: Perth County Tourism

Connect with drivers and riders from all over
Southwestern Ontario.
Share rides to work, school and events with
neighbours, co-workers, old and new friends.

regionalrideshare.ca

Save money, time and fuel and minimize your
carbon footprint!

Areas Served
Huron County
Lambton County
London
Middlesex County
Oxford County

Perth County
St. Marys
St. Thomas
Stratford
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Fawcett Tractor Supply
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Perth South

Fawcett Tractor Supply in Perth South opened in
1977. When Keith Fawcett started the business, he
wanted a loan from the bank to add on to his barn (pigs
and cows) and the bank would not loan him the small amount
– they would only loan a larger amount. With interest rates at
18% +, Keith decided to start wrenching some of the tractors
he and his boys had always worked on themselves. After Keith
and Barb Fawcett retired, Jeff and Donna (son and daughter-inlaw) took over the business and have been running it for just
over 30 years. Now, the 3rd generation, daughter Elizabeth
Fawcett along with Micah and Audrey Tavares, son-in-law and
daughter, will be running the business.
Their main product is used tractor parts with some light
industrial. They have a 15 acre salvage yard as well as new
and aftermarket tractor parts. At any given time, they have
approximately 12-20 used tractors / light industrial units for
sale.
“We like doing business in Perth County because this is where
we started. The business sits on land that now has the 4th
generation living on it. Southwestern Ontario, as a whole,
has an interesting balance of commerce and great agriculture
– this is the combination that helps our business grow,”
said Elizabeth Fawcett, who works in Human Resources and
Administration at Fawcett.

In the past 5-7 years, the staff numbers have grown from 25
to 30. Fawcett Tractor Supply is currently hiring for an Ag.
Mechanic (licensed or not) and Parts Sales. It’s an interesting
place to work because there is always something new. No one
can say that each day is the same; you encounter a different
need daily along with a variety of customers.
“We are focused on more than just our business, but also the
community and our staff. As our vision statement suggests,
we are constantly trying to find ways to add value to all of
the above. The idea is that customer, community, and staff
all interconnect creating an environment and service that is
invaluable,” said Elizabeth.
Fawcett is passionate about helping the local community and
agriculture sector as much as possible.
Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 -5:00, Saturday 8:00 -12:00
April - November except holiday weekends
For more information and to look at current employment
opportunities, visit: fawcett.cc

New to Wildwood: Stand-up paddle
boarding
Wildwood Conservation Area now offers stand up paddle
boarding! This exciting new option will be offered to park
patrons on a first-come, first serve basis. Rental rates are $15
for two hours or $25 for four, the same as the park’s kayaks.
With 3500 acres of hiking, camping, boating, swimming,
picnicking, mountain biking, birding and so much more,
Wildwood Conservation Area is a great place for you and
your family. To learn more about what Wildwood has to
offer, visit: wildwoodconservationarea.ca
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Showcasing Careers in Perth County
Perth County Economic Development is working on an exciting
video project with the member municipalities of North Perth,
Perth East, West Perth, Perth South and the Town of St. Marys
based on the #Perth4Youth research. The video series will
feature local employers and showcase the breadth of careers
available in Perth County in manufacturing and agriculture.
Stay tuned for the release of the videos in September!

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Scott Steckly, owner of 22 Racing from the
Township of Perth East for being inducted into the Canadian
Motorsports Hall of Fame!

Egg-citing Program
Gary West from Westlandyn Farms in the Township of Perth
East has spearheaded a project to help student nutrition
programs in schools. He coordinates egg deliveries for more
than 100 schools across Perth, Huron and Oxford counties and
into Waterloo Region.
Farm Credit Canada has arranged to cover the cost of the eggs,
meaning the often lean budgets of school nutrition programs
aren’t affected by the program.
Thank you for your leadership, Gary!
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John DeHeer, Quadro’s General Manager noted; ‘Quadro is
pleased to be expanding its presence into Mitchell to better
serve our Co-operative members and customers in West Perth
and beyond. We look forward to being able to grow with the
community and its future communication requirements by
offering cutting edge technologies to deliver services’.
On July 3, 2018, Quadro opened its fourth retail location
(along with Kirkton, St. Marys and Lucan), to serve the
communities of West Perth and Mitchell. The office, located at
82 Huron Road (next to Ace Country Depot), will add a local
customer service presence to members of these communities.

Quadro Communications Opening New
Location in Mitchell
Quadro Communications is an independent communications
co-operative that was established in November 1994, after
converting from the Blanshard Municipal Telephone System.
For over 90 years Quadro has been provisioning residents
in the southern portion of Perth County with leading edge
communication technologies. With the acquisition of
Mitchell Seaforth Cable in 2009 (in partnership with Hay
Communications and Tuckersmith Communications) Quadro
has successfully expanded its serving area to include the
Communities of West Perth and Mitchell. It has been Quadro’s
privilege to provide its member customers, with high-speed
internet, digital cable TV, phone and mobile solutions (phones
and plans, using Canada’s Largest LTE Network). In 2014,
Quadro launched Computer repair and I.T. Solutions, as value
added services to the communities in which it serves.

Shallon Partridge, Quadro’s Customer Service Manager
noted, ‘the customer service staff are looking forward to
putting a face behind the name. We often speak with our
customer(s) over the phone or via email and now we will be
able to offer personal face to face service and support within
the community of Mitchell’. Matt Green, Quadro’s Network
and Operations Control Centre Manager, who oversees the
computer repair and I.T. solutions team, as well as Quadro’s
multiple networks (Fibre, Wireless and Cable) noted ‘We are
looking forward to providing affordable technical solutions
that meet both the residential and business needs of Perth
County’s growing community’.

Join us on July 26th, at noon, for our official
Grand Store Opening. Meet with the staff and
local dignitaries as we celebrate Quadro’s
commitment to serve you better, locally.
Quadro will be providing refreshments and to celebrate the
day, and be sure ask about ‘in-store only’ promotions. The
new Mitchell location will be open from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm
Monday to Friday.
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Spotlight on #PerthCountyYouth
Shown here are the top 3 projects from
Stratford Northwestern Secondary Schools
Construction class.
First is a full size Pietenpol Air Camper airplane; second is a
commissioned 4 season outdoor reading room/office and; third is
a commissioned cedar dual seat outhouse. The two commissioned
projects were very worthwhile and have brought in $1500.00
directly back into the program. These funds will go towards the
purchase of a new CNC router for the shop. In addition to the
projects, the tech department has been sharing their 20 years of
experience, actively assisting other high schools in the board to
design and conduct the “Fun Tech” program.

Do you have a farm-gate
business in Perth County?
We want to hear from you! If you sell local produce,
meat, preserves, or other food products from your
farm gate, on-farm stand or store, we want to connect
with you for a new agricultural food mapping project!
Over the next month we will be visiting our local farm
gate stores and stands to gather information about
your business so we can help customers find you
through a new local food map!
If you are interested in being contacted, please email:
tourism@perthcounty.ca

Get your
tartan on!
The Perth County Tartan
commemorates the 150th Anniversary
of Canada and is one-of-a-kind, having
passed through the Scottish Tartans
Authority to ensure it isn’t too close
to any other registered tartan and
receiving approval from the Scottish
Register of Tartans.
You can get your very own at
MacLeods Scottish Shop (and on their
website) and at The Stratford Perth
Museum!
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Yarn Bomb Listowel
leaves an impression
Using anything made of yarn, this event gets everyone
involved to transform the look and feel of Listowel by
using any yarn-based cover. A fun-filled interactive and
very memorable two week event held from August 13th
to 25th. For more information, visit npchamber.com

SUMMER 2018

2018 Grants Announced
The Stratford Perth Community Foundation (SPCF) celebrated
“all for community” on June 10th with their donors,
charitable partners and community leaders at the fourth
Community Impact Celebration held at the Best Western Plus
The Arden Park Hotel in Stratford.
Presented by Blue Branch, the event featured SPCF Honorary
Patron and fund holder Lloyd Robertson as the Master of
Ceremonies. The SPCF announced their 2018 grant recipients
that will receive over $260,000 to support important
programs and projects throughout Stratford, St. Marys and
Perth County – the most the organization has ever granted
annually. “With this year’s grants, we have invested over
$1 Million back into our communities since 2004,” shares
Bonnie Richardson, Interim Executive Director of the SPCF.
“This significant milestone wouldn’t be possible without
our generous donors. Because of them, our volunteers and
staff, we are able to support programs and projects in our
communities where it’s needed most, now and forever.”
Visit spccf.ca/2018-grant-recipients for a full list of the 2018
Grant Recipients.

Upcoming SPCF Events
July 25, 5:15-7:00 pm, Festival Marketplace
Our Summer BBQ, co-hosted with the Stratford & District
Chamber of Commerce, is back to celebrate summer and
showcase charitable and non-profit organizations within
our region. Join us for the BBQ and learn how you can get
involved with the organization that serve our community.
Free for Chamber members, $20 for non-members. Space is
limited, register HERE.
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The Four County Labour Market Planning Board
launched “Connect 2 Skills” as a pilot project in
2017 and it is continuing in Perth County.
“We have had a very successful start to our second year of funding have
had a continued focus on supporting both our clients and employers in
Perth County’s manufacturing sector” said Jason Robertson, the Program
Coordinator.
The program is designed to prepare adults for jobs in the manufacturing
sector. The program consists of 4-weeks of free industry training along
with 2 weeks of paid job placement at the end of the training.
Program Testimonials:
“Trying to choose between a new bed, furniture for the apartment or
a new tv. Anyone of them I could get tomorrow which feels amazing.
Thank everyone at connect2SKILLS for me will ya? And thanks so much
for believing in all of us.”
“Accepting me and supporting me through the course and the
placement gave me the confidence to be in a classroom setting and be
able to focus on the important things. You guys rock and I can’t thank
you’s enough”
The 6th cohort is starting July 9, 2018 in Stratford. There will also
be an intake in Listowel at the beginning of August, exact date TBA.
Registration is open for both intakes. If you are an employer or student
that is interested in getting involved, contact Jason at 226-921-7194 or
jason@planningboard.ca

It’s safe to say we had a pretty
incredible day on the 2018
Tourism Familiarization Tour!
Thank you to everyone who was
involved — the day was amazing
and we can’t wait for next year!
#PerthCoFam18
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Perth County Kicks Off Summer
With New Digital Trail Map!
Perth County is excited to announce the
launch a new online feature map of hiking
trails throughout the County!
Launching on the County’s Geocortex web mapping platform,
the first phase of the project plots a variety of trails throughout
Perth County’s four member municipalities and allows users
to select each trail route to view where they can be accessed.
Other information includes length as well as trail uses and links
to further information. The maps are optimized for mobile
viewing on a smartphone, but users can also print the maps to
take with them in hard copy.
“Summer is an ideal time to get out and explore Perth County.
We know that outdoor recreation is a significant draw for
both residents and visitors in our area.” said Sarah Franklin,
Tourism Officer with Perth County. “We also know that people
are researching travel and outdoor experiences more through
a variety of digital platforms. The County’s GIS platform is a
perfect fit for us to display this trail information.” Franklin said.
Perth County is fortunate to have major trail assets such as
Wildwood Conservation Area and the G2G (Guelph to Goderich)
Rail Trail. Events such as this weekend’s Canada Rides G2G draw
visitors to experience the outdoors.
“With the trail maps now digital, we can look to gather more
data to enrich the overall user experience on an ongoing
basis.” said Gary White, GIS Coordinator with Perth County.

“This feature map allows users to click between trails for more
detailed information and the feedback feature allows for public
input so we can continuously improve the map with more
details.” White said.
Future plans include the development of trail information to
detail accessibility features, surface types, difficulty ratings and
more. The site also includes a feedback feature and the County
is encouraging map-users to send suggestions for additional
features and information they would like to see.
The new digital trail map can be found online at:
perthcounty.ca/hikeandbike
For more information about events and attractions across
Perth County, be sure to follow @PerthCoTourism on Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter. perthcountytourism.ca :
Sarah Franklin, Tourism Officer
519-271-0531 ext 151 | sfranklin@perthcounty.ca
Gary White, GIS Coordinator
519-271-0531 ext 416 | gwhite@perthcounty.ca

New Explore Stratford
& Perth County Map
Be sure to pick up a copy of the new Perth County
map to help you navigate the region as you
Discover More this summer! The map can also be
viewed online at perthcountytourism.ca and be
sure to follow @PerthCoTourism on Social Media
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4 New Specialist High Skills
Major Programs in Perth
County
The Avon Maitland District Board
was successful in obtaining five more
Specialist High Skills Major programs
for the 2018-19 school year.
Listowel District Secondary School now has a Business
SHSM to add to the other three SHSMs (Construction,
Health & Wellness and Manufacturing). Stratford
Northwestern Secondary School adds a sixth SHSM.
The Environment SHSM will utilize the greenhouse,
hydroponics and newly installed aquaponics lab.
Central Huron Secondary School will offer an
Agriculture SHSM. St. Marys DCVI embraced it’s
Stonetown heritage with the addition of a Construction
SHSM. And Mitchell District High School is offering
a board wide SHSM program first semester where
students can choose either Agriculture, Hospitality
or the newest SHSM program Food Processing. This
program, called Farm~Refine~Dine, provides all
students across AMDSB a chance to participate in one
of the three SHSMs that are not offered at their school.
This first semester program will be full of certifications,
various reach ahead and experiential learning
opportunities that encompases the careers from the
farm to the plate.

SUMMER 2018

The Centre for Employment and Learning
recently received three years of funding to
offer the “Anytime ESL” program.
For a newcomer who can’t attend an ESL class to improve
their English skills, Anytime ESL can be the solution. The
Anytime ESL Program is an online English as a Second
Language program. Its target audience is newcomer adults
at Canadian Language Benchmark levels 1-5. Learners will
complete short courses while receiving support from an
ESL instructor. Learners will also work to create an online
portfolio to showcase improvement in reading, writing,
listening and speaking skills.
If you are new to Canada and are interested in learning
English online, please visit www.anytimeesl.ca to find out
more. Interested learners should have a working email
address, access to the internet and an appropriate device as
well as some proficiency using a computer or tablet. This is a
free service available to those who qualify!

These five new SHSM programs will compliment
the other twenty-one programs throughout the
board that are providing AMDSB students additional
opportunities for them to specialize in an area
and focus on sector recognized certifications and
experiences while completing their requirements
to graduate from secondary school. These students
will have an advantage when applying for college,
university, looking for an apprenticeship or entering
the workforce. For more information on the SHSM
program, please go to www.successforlife.ca
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Experiential Learning in AMDSB
This year Avon Maitland District School
Board facilitated many different
experiential learning opportunities from
kindergarten to grade 12.
AMDSB was able to provide various opportunities through
career/life planning initiatives, experiential learning
opportunities, Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program (OYAP),
Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) and Dual Credits (SCWI) this
past school year.
Through Experiential Learning opportunities provided (newly)
by the ministry of education as well as the already established
programs mentioned above, AMDSB students participated
in the following: Funny Money presentations to learn about
financial literacy, West 5 Discovery Centre in London to learn
about sustainable living, Microplastics in our Great Lakes,
Environmental Stewardship through building green, local
tradespeople, and accessibility just to name a few. AMDSB
brough all of the grade 7 students to a day at Wilfrid Laurier
to experience the JUMP program. As well, all of the grade 8
students experienced a day on campus at Fanshawe College.
And the grade 9 students were invited to attend Fanshawe
Colleges Skilled Trades and Apprenticeship days where
students explored the various skilled trades programs offered
at Fanshawe.
In May and June, 450 grade 6 students were able to participate
in FunTECH at their local secondary school where instructors

from the secondary schools, Fanshawe College, Conestoga
College and local industries such as D&D Automation provided
a 3 hour workshop on trades such as Construction, Plumbing,
Transportation, Cosmetology, Sewing, Foods, Robotics,
Manufacturing, Tech-Design, and Comm-Tech. Next year,
AMDSB will expand FunTECH for all grade 6 students in the
board to experience this amazing opportunity to hands on
learning and an introduction to the skilled trades.
This spring, every elementary school was able to participate in
the TakeTECH tour with female tradesperson Jamie McMillan.
Students were able to feel like a tradesperson through trying
on various Construction uniforms as well as see what it would
feel like to walk on a beam high up in the air!
Other select opportunities for students in Avon Maitland
were women in skilled trades events such as The Real Deal on
Skilled Trades (offered by AMDSB and HPCDSB), TNT and Jill of
All Trades by Conestoga College where students were able to
hear from other females about the successes they have had by
pursuing a career in the skilled trades.
The two Pathways Nights (one in Clinton and one in Stratford)
that AMDSB hosted was a way to bring parents, community
members and students together to explore all of the options
in secondary school as well as the viable pathways students
should explore for post-secondary, including the workplace,
apprenticeship, college and university.
Avon Maitland is excited for next year where we will expand
on some of these existing opportunities and add more to
engage and inspire our students.
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Transit Funding Applications
Approved
The County of Perth and the City of Stratford will
each receive $1.45-million dollars in provincial
grant funding over 5 years from the Ministry of
Transportation “Community Transportation Grant
Program – Municipal Stream (CT Program).”
Perth County, its member municipalities of North Perth, West
Perth, Perth East and Perth South, along with the City of
Stratford and the Town of St. Marys, worked in partnership to
submit the synergistic proposals that will benefit all of Perth
County’s residents as one joint project.
“Perth County is very pleased with the Ministry’s
announcement,” said Perth County Warden Walter Mckenzie.
“Securing this funding was truly a collaborative effort.”
The joint project will involve the creation of a Perth County
Transit System to link the communities of Stratford, St.
Marys, Mitchell, Sebringville, Monkton, Atwood, Milverton,
Listowel and Millbank. The preliminary concept is to have this
operation Monday to Friday, with up to four round trips daily.
The project would also establish a Stratford/Perth Regional
Transportation Service which will connect the Perth County
transportation hubs of Stratford and St. Marys to intermodal
services in London and Kitchener, and provide a direct link
from Listowel to intermodal services in Kitchener.
“Access to transportation significantly impacts the economic
development, health and overall quality of life in our
communities. In Perth County, St. Marys and Stratford, reliable
transportation is needed for residents to reach healthcare
services, employment and educational opportunities,
recreation and social services. It is also imperative for the
expansion of our local businesses and the labour force,” said
Warden McKenzie.
Detailed route planning and fares remain to be finalized,
and a transit service provider will be selected through a
competitive process. “We are looking forward to working
together to launch this exciting project in the coming
months,” said Warden McKenzie.

Immploy: Connecting
Employers to Immigrant Talent
Participation in Immploy will connect you to the region’s
broader employment and training sector through
collaborations with organizations such as WIL Employment
Connections and the Access Centre for Regulated Employment.
Does your company have specialized skill requirements?
Need to widen your search for top talent? In collaboration
with community partners, Immploy provides employers
across Southwestern Ontario coordinated access to qualified
Canadian newcomer talent. The process is uncomplicated –
you share a job posting, and they source, screen, short-list and
match the candidates. Immploy offers the chance to build
your company and your community’s competitive advantage
by connecting you and your business to a hidden talent pool.
Immploy’s services include both Job Matching and Mentorship.
Immploy Job Match provides employers across Southwestern
Ontario coordinated access to qualified Canadian newcomer
talent. If you have a job vacancy, simply share your hiring
needs with one of Immploy’s local recruitment partners and
widen your search to include top skilled Canadian newcomers.
Immploy Mentorship programs bring together immigrant talent
with volunteer mentors at regional companies. This program
strengthens leadership, coaching and cross-cultural skills of
company employees who volunteer their time and knowledge
as a mentor to a skilled Canadian newcomer. Additionally, the
programs help skilled immigrants gain a better understanding
of the regional job market, establish valuable networking
contacts, and learn more about sector-specific language and
professional practice in Canada.
To inquire about Immploy Job Match or Mentorship services,
contact:
Jennifer Hollis, Project Manager
JenniferH@immploy.ca tel. 226.884.9167 fax 519.663.5377
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serving local youth
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Upcoming Events

Experience Ontario (ExO) offers free post-secondary
exploration coaching and services to grade 12 youth
in Perth & Huron County who are unsure of their
options after high school.
This year the project served approximately 1,100 youth participants across
34 regions, 57 school boards and nearly 300 schools! This was by far the
most successful year with approximately 490 participants applying to
college, 350 participants applying to university and 7 participants entering
apprenticeship programs. This represents 77% of the cohort!
In Perth & Huron Counties, our success was not limited to an 87% postsecondary application rate. We supported youth to attend workplace tours,
job shadows and informational interviews, provided workshop events and
hundreds of coaching hours. But most important was our commitment to
supporting youth with barriers to success.  
Jessica (name changed for confidentiality) was a participant who had been
working hard to complete her grade 12 English credit after being out of
school for a few years. She wanted to pursue a career as a writer/journalist,
but after completing labour market research activities with her ExO Youth
Coach, Jessica realized this was not her ideal career choice. Instead Jessica
discovered her desire to assist others based on her own life experiences
and has registered for a career as a social service worker. The ExO Program
provided her with the opportunity to complete a one day job shadow with
The City of Stratford in the Social Services Division. These experiences
provided exposure to the activities and responsibilities of working in
the Childcare, Housing and Ontario Works Departments, and helped her
understand what would be involved in a job in that field. Jessica also
participated in intake interviews with clients, general admin activities and
had the opportunity to work alongside and ask questions staff in all three
divisions of social services. These experiences supported Jessica to have a
deep understanding of her future career choice and helped her to decide
on which program and path to take. Jessica’s ExO Youth Coach provided
supports with her college application and applying for OSAP. Jessica recently
received, and accepted, an offer to the Social Service Worker Program at
Lambton College in Sarnia.

July 14 | Music in the Valley ft. Harmony
of Friends (River Valley Golf & Snow Tube
Slide)
July 20 | Listowel Fair (Listowel)
July 20 | Justin Bieber: Friends & Early
Mentors Talk (5pm-8pm The Stratford
Perth Museum)
August 5 | Windmill Family
Campground Annual Classic &
Antique Car Show (Fullarton) www.
windmillfamilycampground.com
August 11 | Shine On Dave Blackburn
Memorial Car Rally & Show (Stratford)

August 13-25 | August Annual Spinrite
Tent Sale (Listowel)
August 18 | Shakespeare’s Midsummer
Market (Shakespeare)
August 19, September 23 |
Lynn River Farm Yoga Brunch with Brad
Seftel (Lynn River Farm Store)
August 31-September 2 | 164th Mitchell
Fall Fair (Mitchell)
September 16 | Shakespeare Flea Market
& Collector Show (Shakespeare)

Experience Ontario will be operating in Perth & Huron Counties again in the
2018/19 fiscal year. For more information, or to request an application form,
please email smccann@skillsforchange.org or call 226-921-7646

If you need this information or any document contained in
this newsletter provided in another format, please contact our
Accessibility Coordinator for assistance at 519-271-0531 ext. 141
or accessibility@perthcounty.ca
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