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in Perth County

Perth County launches official
tartan for Canada’s 150th.
The County of Perth celebrated National
Tartan Day on April 6th, 2017 with
the official launch of the Perth County
Tartan at the Stratford Perth Museum.
The Perth County Tartan was created to
commemorate the 150th Anniversary
celebrations of Canada.
Perth County Warden Meredith Schneider stated “The County
of Perth recognizes the significance of Canada’s 150th
Anniversary celebrations and is pleased to announce the
official launch of the Perth County Tartan.”
An official proclamation was made at Council on April 6,
2017, announcing the year of 2017 as a year to celebrate
Canada’s Sesquicentennial Anniversary, and April 6th, 2017
as the Official Perth County Tartan Launch, bringing forth
our rich cultural heritage and an opportunity to embrace our
future.
John Nater, Member of Parliament for Perth—Wellington,
said “Tartan Day and Canada’s Sesquicentennial Anniversary
provide us with an opportunity to reflect on the important
contributions our Scottish immigrants and their descendants
have made to our rural communities”

Photo by Galen Simons, Stratford Beacon Herald

Randy Pettapiece, Member of Provincial Parliament for PerthWellington said “The Perth County Tartan represents the County
- its past, present and future- so very well”.
The Canada Maple Leaf Tartan, Perth County Tartan and
Stratford Tartan items are on display at the Stratford Perth
Museum and are available for sale at the gift shop. The Tartan is
also available for sale at MacLeods Scottish Shop.
On July 1, 2017, there will be a draw at the museum for Tartan
items. The first ballot pulled will receive a Stratford Tartan tie
and scarf set and the second ballot pulled will receive a Perth
County Tartan tie and scarf set.

If you require this document in an alternate format, please contact accessibility@perthcounty.ca
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Perth East

New Brewery Opening
in Shakespeare
Shakespeare Brewing Company will be
opening in the coming months on the main
highway through Shakespeare.
The building was once used as an old school bus garage and is
an ideal brewery space. There will be a small retail space and
brew house inside and all beers will be available to purchase in
bottles.
The two entrepreneurs, Aydan and Katie, have had this idea
on their mind for quite some time. While travelling through
Europe in 2014, they stayed at an old English farm that
housed a small micro-brewery. This is where Ayden, a trained
Mechanical Engineer learned how to brew. When they returned
to Canada Ayden began working at Bell City Brewing Company
in Brantford as their assistant brewer. Two years later, with his
wife Katie, a University of Waterloo graduate by his side, they
have begun to fulfil their entrepreneurial dream of opening
their own brewery in Shakespeare.

“We’re excited to start our business in Perth East and look
forward to introducing both locals and visitors to our
products!” said Katie.
Aydan and Katie will be using only local ingredients to offer
true Ontario beer while supporting local businesses in the area.
Shakespeare brewing will offer a variety of beers, so be sure to
stop by and discover what they have in store.
Join us in welcoming a new business to Perth County!
Follow their progress on Facebook at
facebook.com/shakespeare.brewing.company or
shakespearebreweingcompany.ca

Launch of the Township of Perth East
Community Guide
The Township of Perth East Community Guide is complete
and has been distributed within the Township of Perth East.
This is the first annual Township of Perth East Community Guide - replacing the Perth
East Newsletter (PEN) and contains important information on Township services along
with a Business and Community Group/Events directory.
If your business or organization missed out on placing an ad or providing information
and photos for the 2017 Annual Perth East Community Guide, please contact the
Township of Perth East: 519-595-2800.
Provide your information for inclusion in the next Annual Township of Perth East Guide.
Help showcase the many businesses, community groups, organizations and events
within the Township of Perth East!
The guide can be viewed online at: pertheast.ca/en/community-guide.asp
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Employer One Survey Results �
The EmployerOne
Survey was
completed for
the third time
in January 2017
and reflects the
experiences of
729 employers
across Bruce, Grey,
Huron and Perth
counties.
Right is a summary of
results from Perth County
employers. To view the
full report, please visit
planningboard.ca/reports/
employerone-survey
Local lenses for each of
the top 5 sectors will
be published monthly,
beginning with Agriculture
in May. Sector reports will
also be available via the
above link.
For more information, or
to be added to our mailing
list for 2018, please
contact Sarah at sarah@
planningboard.ca
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Michelle Brooker-Illman has dreamed of opening up her own shop
promoting and supporting local artists and vendors for many years.
In December 2016, Brooker-Illman decided to fulfill this dream by
opening a temporary pop-up shop in downtown Listowel. BrookerIllman invited local artists and vendors to display and sell their
products in the pop-up shop during the busy holiday season.

BUSINESS
North Perth

The pop-up shop pilot project was so successful that Brooker-Illman
opened a permanent store, called The Entrepreneur, at its current
location 151 Main St. W. in downtown Listowel.

The Entrepreneur offers a unique range of
handmade, artisan products from multiple
vendors. With over 90% of current vendors
residing 15 minutes or less from Listowel,
Brooker-Illman is proud The Entrepreneur
supports local talent and business.
The Entrepreneur is currently home to vendors selling goods such as
gourmet coffee, bath bombs, infant attire, paintings, signs, furniture,
candles, aromatherapy products and much more. Vendors are
encouraged to sell products that meet current consumer trends in
order to promote The Entrepreneur as a one-stop-shop offering the
most popular and desired artisan and handmade products.
Since its inception, The Entrepreneur has become an incubator for
opportunity, cooperation and creativity. Artisans and vendors looking

to start or expand their market benefit from joining The
Entrepreneur because of its prime downtown location
without the associated cost. Further, Brooker-Illman
encourages vendors to work together and support
each other to advertise and sell products. This sense
of community in the store benefits both vendors and
consumers.
The power of word-of-mouth advertising in smaller
municipalities like North Perth has been key to The
Entrepreneur’s start-up success. Brooker-Illman has also
taken advantage of social media tools, such as Facebook,
to spread the word about The Entrepreneur and the
products it offers. DIY Classes and other special events
have also been held at the store to increase traffic and
exposure.
Brooker-Illman is currently looking to expand the variety
of products offered to The Entrepreneur’s clientele and
has room for several more vendors in the store. Local
vendors and artisans are encouraged to contact Michelle
Brooker-Illman or visit The Entrepreneur if they are
interested in joining this innovative business initiative!
Visit The Entrepreneur on Facebook:
facebook.com/theentrepreneurlocallyunique/
1
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On March 8th, a new structure and a new
Board of Management were elected at
the BIA’s annual general meeting.
The new board will be in place until December 2018, to coincide
with the next Municipal election and then return to 4 year terms.
The group is excited to build on strong foundation created in
the past and continue to provide events for the West Perth
communities and the members and associates.
2017-18 Mitchell BIA Board of Management
Bert Vorstenbocsh, Chair �
Hicks House Printing / B &B Pet Supplies �

Upcoming events that are in the planning stages include:
the ‘Community Garage Sale’ on May 27th, the annual
BIA Bucks program from October to December along with
events around Halloween and Shopping Local. The annual
Christmas party will be moved to January 2018 and become
a Winterfest – Business Excellence event, as proposed by the
event committee and accepted by the board.
Upcoming events:
May 27th
Community Garage Sale – BIA members will be open for
business. More details on the Facebook page.

Doug Eidt, Council Liaison �
Ace Country Depot (Associate Member) �
Directors
Cheri Bell, Chair - Event Committee �
Glow Salon

June 19th
Mitchell BIA Strategic Planning session. West Perth Municipal
Offices 6 – 9pm – Join the Board to help set the vision,
mission and direction for the near future.

Heather Bennewies, Chair - Education �
Plan B Accounting �
Gordon Diver, Chair - Marketing �
Mitchell Advocate
Brent Schneider - Schneider Computing
Steve Walkom, Chair, Membership �
Walkom’s Valumart
Though there is a more formal structure to the Board of
Management, Members and Associates are encouraged to
continue to attend the monthly meetings, where they can have
input, take part in discussion and remain engaged with the
activities of the board and the BIA in general.

In order to build on the foundation, the first major goal is
to develop a strategic plan. All members and associates are
encouraged to be involved with the creation of this strategy.
The first of three sessions (3 hours each) will be held at the
West Perth Municipal Office from 6 – 9pm on Monday June
19th. We are looking to the community to help set the
course for the next 5 years.
For more information, visit mitchellbia.ca

Connect with drivers and riders from all over
Southwestern Ontario. �
Share rides to work, school and events with
neighbours, co-workers, old and new friends.

regionalrideshare.ca �

Save money, time and fuel and minimize your
carbon footprint!

Areas Served
Huron County
Lambton County
London
Middlesex County
Oxford County

Perth County
St. Marys
St. Thomas
Stratford
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Wildwood Conservation Area �
With 3500 acres of hiking, camping,
boating, swimming, picnicking,
mountain biking, birding and so much
more, Wildwood Conservation Area is a
great place for you and your family to
visit all year round.
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BUSINESS
Perth South

There are various camping options to suit all styles
(seasonal, overnight and group camping). New this
year at Wildwood is Backcountry Camping. There are 3
backcountry campsites available for online reservations.
Each radio free site has a portable washroom, fire pit
with grill, picnic table, and clearing for tents. Firewood is
purchased in advance and will be on the site when you
arrive. The backcountry sites are accessed via the 24km
long Lake Trail (hike/bike) and non-motorized watercraft.
“These sites offer a unique experience, located on the
shore of the reservoir; it’s a neat opportunity for those
looking for a private experience similar to those found in
Northern Ontario, but closer to home” said Paul Switzer,
the Superintendent at Wildwood.
Wildwood is also offering group trail riding on
Wednesdays, starting next Wednesday the 17th on a
weekly basis until the end of August at 6:30pm – no
registration required. It’s a great opportunity to socialize
and enjoy the trails!
Wildwood has also partnered with Totally Spoked to offer
a “Totally Wild Mountain Bike Adventure” on Saturday,
June 17th. In this fun focused event, you must complete
“Amazing Race” style challenges along the lake trail in
teams of 4.
To learn more about what Wildwood has to offer, visit:
wildwoodconservationarea.ca

North Perth Chamber of Commerce

519-291-1551

18-Hole Golf Tournamentt
and Networking even
Wed. June 28 at Listowel Golf Club

Event
Fundraising
for a
Community
Digital sign

Shot Gun Start Best-Ball Format. Registration noon; Tee off 1 pm; Dinner 6 pm
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Vital Conversations 2017
Theme: Sense of Belonging & Newcomer Belonging
Keynote Speaker: Brock Hart, Overlap Associates
Friday, June 9, 2017
8:30am -12:00pm
University of Waterloo Stratford Campus
125 St. Patrick St. Stratford ON
Open tO eVeryOne
Free tO attend

Whether from a different country, city, business, school or community, we have
all been newcomers at least once in our lives and understand the isolation it can
bring. On June 9th, we are inviting you to join us in a Vital Conversation
to deepen our understanding of belonging in our community.

We hope you will participate in our inaugural Vital Conversation and share your
knowledge, experience and ideas through panel discussions, group work and
networking. Together we can build a more connected community.
Light food and drink will be served.
Space is limited, please RSVP by contacting Drea at
drea@spccf.ca or 519-271-1503 by June 2nd.
HOSTED BY

SUPPORTED BY

independent Coffee for a Revolution
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As the Canadian Dollar sits steadily at around 74 cents on the
US greenback, sticking close to home for travel has become
increasingly appealing and economical.

The good news is that here in Ontario we are
brimming with many great experiences and
things to do right in our own backyard.
Now that the beautiful weather is here to
stay – it’s time to get out and discover more!
Day trips are a fantastic way to gain a greater appreciation of
what Ontario has to offer. Not to mention, you have a chance
to connect and support local entrepreneurs whose passion and
dedication to their work is truly admirable. Did you know that
for every dollar spent locally, about half is recirculated into the
local economy?
Many readers may have travelled through Perth County on
their way to experience the world renowned Stratford Festival.
Perhaps you’re looking at a return visit or maybe you’re looking
for a different experience. The northern portion of Perth County
known, not surprisingly, as North Perth is home to a number of
great stops to fill your day!
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This is the first of 4 spotlights on these
areas of Perth County. This issue focuses
on the North Perth portion of the County. �

K

Listowel is the largest urban centre with a population of just
over 7,500 people. It is a scenic 30 minute drive from St. Jacobs
and Waterloo region and only a 45 minute drive from Stratford.

A Clothing & Shoe Destination
Listowel has a wonderfully walkable downtown core featuring
a high concentration of shops with everything from clothing
and shoes to home décor and kitchenware.
You’ll be pleasantly surprised by the selection of clothing and
footwear. From fashion to function, Knapps Shoes has been in
business for over 50 years and offers an impressive selection of
footwear. With over 10,000 square feet, Knapps is a great stop
for anyone looking for specialty footwear.
BK’s Brand Name Clothing is another spot to find a selection of
shoes, wallets and handbags, with well-known brands such as
Fossil, TOMS and Matt & Nat. As its name suggests, BK’s has a
large selection of both men’s and ladies brand name clothing,
including brands like Hurley, Mavi, Free People, Tribal and so
many more. They also offer Plus-sized clothing.
Just a short walk from BK’s you will also want to check out the
Clothing Loft. It’s a brand name consignment store that has
gained popularity due to its strong social media presence and
high quality items. (continued)
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For the Home �
Downtown Listowel is a wonderful place to shop for your home.
Listowel Florist Gifts & Antiques is much more than just for
their beautiful floral arrangements. Step inside and explore their
impressive selection of antiques and home décor. Beautiful,
one-of-a-kind pieces made from reclaimed wood, hand painted
signs, seasonal décor, art and candles fill the space.
For the foodies, there is a delightful destination for your entire
kitchen accessory and gadget needs! The Kitchen Cupboard &
Icebox has nearly everything for you to equip your kitchen with
the latest tools, décor and appliances. They even have a selection
of cookbooks, ingredients, sauces and condiments – many from
unique local or Canadian companies. If you’re starting to get
hungry, this is also a great spot to stop and grab a made-to-order
deli sandwich or bowl of delicious homemade soup.

menu is updated on a seasonal basis to take full advantage of
in-season local produce and products and includes delicious
appetizer, entrees and desserts.
King Ki Sushi & Asian Food is a great stop for a variety of both
Japanese and Chinese cuisine. They have all the classics like
Sweet & Sour Chicken Balls and Chicken Chow Mein. King
Ki also offers a wide variety of delicious sushi, sashimi and
rolls. If you’re looking to try a bit of everything, they offer a
selection of bento boxes, combination plates and dinners.

Connecting with Nature
Discover hidden beauty along 22 kilometres of hiking trails
that link through North Perth. These multi-use trails are a
wonderful way to experience the local flora and fauna. Many
experience the trails in all four seasons on foot or by cycling,
horseback riding, skiing, snowshoeing or snowmobiling. Trails
stretch from Gowanstown to Listowel to Hefryn through a
diverse route of agricultural land, downtown cores, parks and
along former railways. Trail map at northperth.ca

Discover More
Listowel is a great example of an amazing walkable destination
in the heart of North Perth! It’s amazing the things that can be
found locally within just a short driving distance.

A Bite to Eat
Food is a big part of any day trip and Listowel has no shortage
of delicious options. You can experience a great selection of
Diners, Pubs and Roadhouses. Unique to Listowel, Vecky’s
International Cuisine or Diana Sweets Restaurant are local
favourites and offer fresh, homemade breakfast, lunch and
dinner!
More recent additions to Listowel include The Warrington
Eating House and King Ki Sushi & Asian Food. The Warrington
is an elegant bistro focused on serving up dishes prepared with
local ingredients. Located in a beautiful century home, the
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TTG’s Youth-Focused Trades
& Technology Workshops
The Technical Training Group (TTG) is a not-for-profit, leading
edge Technical and Skills Trades Training Organization committed
to providing local, relevant training in Stratford, Ontario and the
surrounding area.
TTG carries out a large portion of its adult and youth programming
in a unique partnership with Stratford Northwestern and St. Michael
Catholic Secondary Schools, utilizing the schools’ technical facilities
when they are not in use by the high school students. It is a winwin situation as existing secondary school tech facilities are used to
capacity and any upgrades or enhancements benefit day students as
well as those participating in evening programming.
As part of its program delivery, TTG offers two programs called STEP
Camp and FunTECH for youth aged 7-14. Through these programs,
kids are introduced to a variety of tools and equipment and learn
about careers in the skilled trades by participating in fun, hands-on
experiential workshops.
Last year over 200 children attended these camps, participating in a
range of workshops that included carpentry, welding, manufacturing,
culinary arts, esthetics, sewing, graphic design and robotics.
For some students, a skilled trades’ career might be a career choice they
had not considered until they experienced TTG’s youth programming.
For others, they simply did not know the scope and depth of skilled
training. This hands-on experience helps students to be excited about
future career choices in the skilled trades.
STEP Camp will be held on
July 11 & 12, 2017 at St.
Michael’s Catholic Secondary
School and is geared towards
kids aged 10 to 14.
For more information on STEP
Camp or FunTECH, please visit
technicaltraininggroup.org.
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Planning for the Future:
North Perth Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrades �
The Municipality of North Perth will begin
upgrades on its Wastewater Treatment
Plant (WWTP) this summer.
This multi-year project (Spring 2017- Winter 2019) will
work towards increasing the sustainability and efficiency of
wastewater treatment services for North Perth residents and
businesses for the next decade and beyond.
The North Perth WWTP, located off Highway 23 South on Line
84, services the municipality through sewer collection systems
in Listowel and Atwood and receives imported wastewater
via tanker trucks from the remainder of North Perth and some
surrounding municipalities.

The prioritized upgrades to the WWTP will support continued
effective wastewater treatment and a healthier environment in
North Perth. These upgrades will also support further efforts to
increase the hydraulic capacity of the WWTP.
Adequate wastewater treatment services are critical to
the future growth, development and sustainability of the
Municipality of North Perth. Many businesses and industries,
including those in the food, agriculture and processing sectors,
depend on reliable and efficient water and wastewater services
that are equipped to handle their operational needs. The WWTP
upgrades will contribute to businesses continuing to view North
Perth as a leading location to establish, relocate and expand
their operations.

In 2015, North Perth completed a Wastewater Treatment Plant
Master Plan. The primary objective of the plan was to identify
and evaluate long-term wastewater treatment servicing options
for North Perth, as well as fulfill Phases 1 & 2 of the Municipal
Class Environmental Assessment process.
As a result of the Master Plan process, public input and Council
approval, four upgrade projects at the WWTP were prioritized
for immediate action.
Following approval of the Wastewater Treatment Plant Master
Plan by the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change, the
Municipality submitted an application for grant funding under
the Small Communities Fund for the four prioritized upgrades
required for the WWTP. North Perth was awarded funding
totalling over $3.2 million from the Provincial and Federal
Governments. An application for funding for the Biosolids
upgrades has been submitted under the Clean Water and
Wastewater Fund (CWWF). North Perth is eligible to receive
over $639,000 from the CWWF.

Stay tuned for the launch of the new
Perth County website in September 2107. �
Follow us on Facebook at @PerthCounty �
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New Perth County
Tourism Brochure �
We’re excited to announce out brand new Perth County
Tourism brochure! This new look and feel provides
a taste of all that Perth County has to offer. We are
working to distribute 30,000 copies across Ontario, the
US at travel information centres, OnRoutes and border
crossings. Local businesses and accommodators will be
receiving their brochures over the coming weeks. If you
would like copies, please email our Tourism Specialist,
Sarah Franklin sfranklin@perthcounty.ca

Canada 150 Celebrations
Friday, June 30th
A Parade followed by events at Keterson Park and the
Mitchell Community Centre. Live entertainment provided
by “Fresh Horses” at the Fairgrounds and a performance
by Johnny Heaman at the Crystal Palace. Fireworks at
Keterson Park. Visit westperth.ca
Saturday July 1st
Breakfast at the Mitchell Lions Park followed by a Soap
Box Derby at the Pool Hill. Live music and children
activities in the afternoon. The Annual Rotary Club
of Mitchell’s Pied Piper Bicycle Parade will take place
followed by activities and BBQ at the Lions Park.
Visit westperth.ca
Saturday, July 1st
Atwood Lions Club hosts their 60th Annual Canada Day
Celebration. For more information, visit northperth.ca
Saturday, July 8th
Annual Chicken BBQ – celebrating Canada’s 150th and the
Brodhagen Chamber’s 60th Anniversary. Visit westperth.ca

#DiscoverMore Contest!
This spring has seen the launch of our new brochure and
Tourism campaign encouraging locals and visitors to get
out in Perth County and Discover More. Our brochures
are spreading far and wide and we want to see where
you find them! Keep your eyes open for details on an
upcoming contest for a chance to win a basket of Perth
County Prizes! Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram: @PerthCoTourism

July 13th to 16th
2017 Listowel Fair – Thursday night parade and
ambassador competition, Friday tractor pull and live
entertainment from Kerosene Creek, Saturday night tractor
pull, Sunday demolition derby. Visit northperth.ca
June 25th to July 4th
Australian Men’s National Softball Team in Milverton.
ALSO: Perth South has increased their Tree Perth South
budget allocation for 2017 in order to promote more tree
planting in the Township to commemorate Canada 150.
If you’d like Perth County Tourism to promote any
initiatives or events happening in Perth County in
celebration of Canada’s 150th anniversary, please contact
Sarah at sfranklin@perthcounty.ca
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Milverton welcomes
Australian Men’s National
Softball Team
Once again Milverton welcomes the Australian Men’s
National Softball Team, June 25 – July 4. The Team will be
participating in a number of exhibition games in preparation
of the 2017 ISF World Championships in Whitehorse, Yukon
July 7 – 16.
This is the 4th time since 2008 that the Aussie Steelers have
come to Milverton and last summer the community hosted
the Aussie Junior men’s team. Milverton has become a
second home for Softball Australia.

This world class team has the number
1 and 3 ranked pitchers in the world,
Adam Folkard and Andrew Kirkpatrick.
Nick Shailes is ranked as top player in
the world.
The team will be putting on a Skills Clinic on Friday June
30 from 9:30 am – 12:00 noon, please contact Becky
Westman 519-595-8375 bwestman@pertheast.ca for more
information.

A great season at the
Stratford Perth Museum
The Stratford Perth Museum has an exciting season
ahead. A broad range of exhibits ranging from the Parks
Canada and ROM’s The Franklin Exploration exhibit,
The Art Gallery of Ontario’s Inuit Art from the Samuel
and Esther Sarick Collection and, the Stratford Festival’s
Conceal/Reveal: Identity and the Stage at Stratford
exhibit.
For more information visit: stratfordperthmuseum.ca

Looking for Tourism Information?
Perth County has partnered with the Stratford Perth
Museum to provide a key location to access tourism
information throughout the summer.

Stratford Perth Museum
4275 Huron Road, RR#5, Stratford, ON N5A 6S6
(Highway #8, just west of Stratford)
Open daily: 9:00 am – 5:00 pm excluding holidays

If you need this information or any document contained in this newsletter provided
in another format, please contact our Accessibility Coordinator for assistance at
519-271-0531 ext. 141 or accessibility@perthcounty.ca
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