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Masks and Stage 3
Re-opening

With Phase 3 of the Provincial re-opening plan
now underway in Perth County, businesses are
continuing to work hard to adapt to shifting
regulations.

Huron Perth Public Health offers additional resources and
posters on their website:

Learn more about the details and requirements
of Stage 3 here: ontario.ca/page/frameworkreopening-our-province-stage-3

n Poster: Wear a Mask (black and white)
Poster: Wear a Mask (colour)

Find sector-specific guidelines and posters to help
protect workers, customers and the general public
from coronavirus (COVID-19) in Ontario: ontario.ca/
page/resources-prevent-covid-19-workplace

n Screening poster: Attention Visitors: if you have at
least one of the following symptoms

n Discussion Guide for Owners and Operators:
Instructions for Face Coverings
The Huron Perth Publich Health Masks FAQ page at
hpph.ca/masks is being updated regularly with new
guidance in response to questions.
For further information, call the HPPH Health Line at
1-888-221-2133 ext. 3267.
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spotlight on business

North Perth
Shop Local North Perth is LIVE!
Shop Local North Perth – shoplocalnorthperth.ca is an easy and cost effective way for North Perth businesses to set
up an ecommerce platform to accept payment online when in person shopping isn’t possible. Although stores are
now open, many customers prefer the convenience and safety of shopping from home. North Perth’s new ecommerce
marketplace enables that connection for businesses who may not have the time or technical knowledge to create and
maintain an ecommerce site. Businesses and products currently focus in retail and services sectors but categories for
farm gate/ local food and restaurants, contractors, agriculture are available for businesses to use. Another advantage is
the setup and ongoing costs are much less than for hosting a stand-alone site. Examples of products currently listed are
RV supplies, grills and smokers, bath bombs, window blinds, auto servicing, clothing, and more. The site is also available
to advertise your North Perth business with links and contact details alone.

Open for Business North Perth
and North Perth Eats
Avonbank Opening New
Listowel Location
The goal of Avonbank’s services is to help make your
on-farm operation run as smoothly and effieciently as
possible. With first-hand experience in the dairy, swine,
grain handling industries and more, their team are
equipped to help customers from design to installation
to servicing equipment.
They are taking another exciting step in the growth of
their business with a new location on Tremaine Avenue
South in Listowel. The company is excited to expand
the Avonbank footprint in Listowel. This new shop will
be become the primary location for the dairy division
of the business and is geographically situated central to
their dairy serving territory. This Avonbank location will
be branded as an authorized Lely Centre, showcasing
robotic milking, feed and barn equipment and will also
feature additional vendor product lines we carry to
offer full turnkey barn solutions for their existing and
prospective dairy producers.

COVID-19 has triggered many business innovations – and
the the North Perth Business directory has taken this
to another level. Open for Business North Perth and
North Perth Eats are a condensed listings of all business
sectors plus Restaurants to offer single source access for
customers looking to shop locally. Residents requested
current details on how to support local businesses and
businesses were looking for ways to promote the changing
offerings of their business. These pages help to pull this
information together into a condensed listing with easy
links and contact information. Almost all restaurants are
now open in North Perth but have adjusted hours, menus
and format to suit their customers while operating safely.
North Perth Eats:
northperth.ca/en/north-perth-eats.aspx
Open for Business North Perth:
northperth.ca/en/business-and-development/covidbusiness-directory.aspx
If you are a business located in North Perth and want to be
listed on these pages, or are interested in finding out more
information about the Shop Local North Perth website,
please reach out to Kim Kowch at kkowch@northperth.ca
to update your listing.
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spotlight on business

Perth South

The Township of Perth South
Launches New Farm Gate
Signage Program

Left: Farm Gate Sign hanging at One Happy Chicken in Perth South
Right: Sample of farm gate signage kits

The Township of Perth South has officially launched a
new Discover More Flavour farm gate signage program!
Perth South received grant funding from Ontario’s Main
Street Revitalization Initiative to purchase and provide
signage and promotional material to local food-based
farm gate businesses.
This program builds on the launch of Perth County’s
award-winning Discover More Flavour Farm Gate Map.
The goal of the program is to offer more tools to increase
the marketing capacity of farm gate businesses. Farm
gates are provided with several different signage options,
including blade and pennant signs as well as reusable
bags that can be used for orders.
“This program will be a great benefit to our agricultural
community.” said Bob Wilhelm, Mayor of The Township
of Perth South “People are looking to source locally
produced food and support local businesses, and this
signage will help their location to stand out and attract
customers.”

Food-based farm gate businesses located in Perth South
are eligible to participate and the initial signage launch
has been across Perth South with more locations being
added to the digital map regularly. To view an up to date
listing of all farm gates visit our digital map here:
www.perthcounty.ca/farmgate
Interested businesses should send an email to
sfranklin@perthcounty.ca with their
business name and information. If you
are a new or existing business that was
not included on the original printed
map, you will be required to fill out a
form with further information on the
products offered.
In 2019, Perth County launched a
new farm gate map where local
food-focused farm gate businesses
were surveyed and mapped in both a
hard-copy map as well as through the
County’s GIS platform. The goal is to
promote and draw more customers to
each of these businesses.

Stonetown Cheese
Celebrates 5 years!
Stonetown Cheese celebrates an amazing
milestone in August! In celebration of 5
years in business and as a thank you to
their customers they are having a rotating
sale of four different cheeses each week
in August!
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spotlight on business

Perth East

Boshart Industries Maintains
Full Operations During the
Pandemic
Boshart industries in Milverton has thankfully been
able to maintain full operation and avoid layoffs during
COVID-19 for their roster of 151 employees, and in fact
has recently been able to hire again. The ability to pivot
training and education to strictly online for a temporary
period aided in a quick turnaround of the business.
Boshart is very honoured to be #perthcountyproud and is
taking an innovative approach by offering webinars and
an educational blog to support their customers online
with excellent resources at: blog.boshart.com.
In addition, Boshart also announced some senior
leadership changes this year with Julie Storey stepping
into the president position, leading Boshart to an exciting
future. Especially during the Pandemic, the entire Boshart
team truly exemplified the Boshart experience making
the most out of each day. Boshart strives to demonstrate
the Boshart Experience by:

Believing in each other and believing in ourselves
Owning it through personal accountability
Striving for excellence
Honouring the past and embracing the future,
Approaching each day with a positive attitude
Respecting, listening, caring and communicating
Together, working as a team

Karen’s

kitchen
New Business Location Coming
Soon to Milverton
Randy and Karen Steckly have announced the new
location of Karen’s Kitchen. Formerly operating the
concession stand at the Perth East Recreation Centre,
Karen will be opening a new restaurant at 34 Main St N
in Milverton. Still offering their fantastic wings on Friday
nights, they will be open for dine in or take out Monday
through Saturday, with a variety of great home-style
meals and from-scratch baking to choose from.
In addition, Karen’s Kitchen will also continue catering
events within Perth East. The new location is currently
under renovation, but the business aims to open early this
fall. They are looking forward to serving the community
in their new fully accessible space! For updates on
renovation progress find them on Facebook or Instagram
@karenskitchenmilverton
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Perth East Spotlight on Business continued

Milverton Fights Back
Thanks the Community

New Location for Millbank Family
Furniture

There is no doubt that COVID has turned our
lives upside down. Many businesses temporarily
closed, services reduced, schools, sports and
events cancelled. The Milverton Fights Back
committee considered cancelling this year’s
fundraiser. If it wasn’t for 6 people in our
community who had been growing their hair
since last June, it probably would have been
cancelled. These 6 individuals inspired us to
think “outside the box” and find ways we could
fundraise without being together.

Millbank Family Furniture opened the doors of its brand new
location this summer! If you haven’t had a chance to pop by,
the new, larger showroom is now open next to Anna Mae’s
Bakery & Restaurant in Millbank.

We shave heads. We ran and biked. We
decorated. We listened to beautiful music. We
illuminated the town with HOPE. We supported
each other. And we gave generously to the
Huron-Perth Canadian Cancer Society!
Together Milverton Fights Back raised, an
OVERWHELMING amount $32,027.96
Congrats and Thank-You!

Want to be featured as a business
spotlight or host a business tour?
Email ecdev@perthcounty.ca
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spotlight on business

West Perth

Development and Construction
Activity Continues in West Perth
Despite COVID-19, things haven’t slowed down in West
Perth. Several important development projects are ongoing
in the municipality. In addition, new sidewalk patio and café
guidelines help make it possible for businesses to adapt
their operations during the pandemic.

Heron Business Park
n Hog Slat Inc. purchased 1.9 Ha of land in the Heron
Business Park. Hogslat is a livestock equipment
manufacturer and supplier and they plan to have their
Mitchell site open in the fall of 2020. The new location
includes space for equipment assembly and retail sales.
n The Municipality of West Perth is continuing with
engineering design of the sanitary, water and stormwater
services for the balance of the 59 acre (23.8 Ha) Heron
Business Park site. The Heron Business Park is located on
the southeast edge of Mitchell and the remaining servicing
work is focusing on stormwater management options for
the West Perth owned lands and privately owned external
lands to the east.

Mitchell is open for business!

You can't buy happiness,
but you can buy local.

Come to historic downtown
Mitchell for all your shopping
needs all in walking distance!
Downtown Mitchell BIA

Shop until you drop your way
onto one of our patios.
Extra parking on Montreal St.
www.westperth.com/bia

Key Development Projects Underway
Residential Development
n The Municipality of West Perth is currently working
on 11 active residential development projects ranging
from an eight-unit townhouse development up to a
100+ unit residential subdivision. Several of the projects
are approved with lots being sold and developed. The
development projects include a broad mix of unit types
including single family, semi-detached, townhouses and
apartments and involve both freehold and condominium
land tenure options.
West Perth Village Long Term Care Re-development
n In addition to the residential development activity,
the Ritz Lutheran Villa is moving forward with the West
Perth Village Long Term Care re-development project.
This project involves consolidation of the two current
Ritz operated long term care homes in Mitchell into a
single 128 bed facility. The site plan has been approved
and the Municipality of West Perth has made a financial
commitment to the project. The Ministry of Long Term
Care recently gave final approval to the drawings and
Ritz Lutheran Villa is proceeding with tendering with
an anticipated fall 2020 construction start. https://
westperthvillage.ca/

Sidewalk Patio and Café Guidelines
n The Municipality of West Perth has revised its Patio and
Café By-Law and guidelines to support businesses in the
community during the COVID-19 Pandemic. The revisions
include temporary relaxation of requirements such as
the type of barrier permitted and the Municipality also
reduced requirements for fees and deposits to encourage
more patio opportunities.
The new Sidewalk Patio and Café Guidelines are available
at the following link: westperth.com/en/business/
resources/Member-Resources/Sidewalk-Patio-CafeGuidelines.pdf
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Perth County Podcast Continuing
to Inform Business Owners
We continue to release new episode of the Perth County
Podcast. It has been a great tool to communicate new
programs and best practice ideas to the business community.
You can listen to the episodes directly from our website:
www.perthcounty.ca/podcast
The Podcast is hosted on Podbean perthcounty.podbean.
com/ and available on most podcast platforms, such as
Spotify, iHeart Radio, Apple Podcasts, Stitcher, Google
Podcasts and more. We welcome suggestions for guests and
topics, email Sarah, sfranklin@perthcounty.ca
Current Episodes include:
Episode 1
Episode 2
Episode 3
Episode 4
Episode 5
Episode 6
Episode 7
Episode 8
Episode 9
Episode 10
Episode 11
Episode 12

n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n

Perth Community Futures Development Corporation - Regional Relief and Recovery Fund
Ontario Federation of Agriculture - Resources available for farm businesses
MPP Randy Pettapiece and OMAFRA Programs
Partners In Employment Resources and the Canada Ontario Jobs Grant
Support Programs from the United Way Perth Huron
Feeding Your Future Initiative
Grants & Training Resources at the Stratford Perth Centre for Business
Grants and Programs from the Stratford Perth Community Foundation
Financing & Programs Helping Agribusinesses from Farm Credit Canada
The Southwestern Ontario Development Fund
MP John Nater and COVID-19 Federal Support Programs
Connecting Employers to Newcomer Talent with Immploy

Perth County
Community Transportation Project
The Perth County Connect is coming to a road near you soon! The transit
service has been designed to provide an affordable and alternative method of
transportation to workers and for residents to access medical appointments,
essential services (medical/social services/groceries) and other points of
interest. The PC Connect will service two separate routes, enabling those with
limited transportation options to travel throughout the County, and connect
to major urban hubs through connecting regional services such as Kitchener/
Waterloo, London, and Toronto. The pilot project is funded by the Government
of Ontario, and will be launching in the coming months. Be sure to check
perthcounty.ca/en/living-here/community-transportation---perth-countyand-stratford.aspx for the latest information on a service launch.
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Perth County Trails

Perth County is home to several scenic hiking and biking trails, all offering their own unique
views and experiences. Find out more about our incredible trail assets below,
and then get out and explore!

G2G Rail Trail:

Thames Nature Trail & Wetlands:

Between its 132km stretch from Guelph to Goderich,
the famous G2G Rail Trail has trailheads in the towns
of Millbank, Milverton, and Monkton in Perth County. It
is great for walking, biking, and enjoying scenic views
with friends and family. For your long journey, the trail
provides rest stops with picnic tables, benches and bike
posts.

The Thames Nature Trail and Wetlands is a 10 km trail
that is perfect for walking, biking and exercising! Each
bench along the trail is equipped with a sign with a
new workout to try out! Grab your binoculars birders,
because this trail is also full of interesting wildlife both
in the trees and in the water.

Wildwood Conservation Area:

Shakespeare Conservation Area:

The Wildwood Conservation Area 24km trail has so
much to offer, as it is great for walking, biking, and
grants you beach access (with a day pass). The scenic
trail shows off countless views such as open fields,
woods, lakes, dams and wildlife. Offering several
different terrains, this trail is perfect for an adventure!

The Shakespeare Conservation Area trail wraps around
a wonderful pond that is full of wildlife, perfect for
watching or fishing! You can also enjoy the scenic views
of farmland and rolling hills while having lunch with
friends and family on one of their many picnic tables!
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Perth County Trails (continued)

West Perth Neighbourwoods Demonstration Forest:

North Perth Trail System:

The West Perth Neighbourwoods Demonstration Forest
has a fascinating trail featuring over 150 different
species of trees and shrubs, along with facts signs.
Located just steps away from scenic dowtown Mitchell,
this is the perfect place to walk, learn, and enjoy
beautiful views!

The North Perth Trail System has several entrances
in the towns of Gowanstown, Listowel, Atwood and
Henfryn. This trail system is great for walking, biking
and is stroller friendly! Bring the whole family and
enjoy the luxury of scenic views and being able to visit
multiple downtowns!

Sawyer Preservation Woodlot:

Find more details on each trail, driving directions, and
POV video footage by visiting the Discover page at
www.perthcounty.ca!

The Sawyer Preservation Woodlot is a 2.4 km network
of trails located in a 28.61 acre wooded tract that is
perfect for a group outing! Featuring diverse wildlife
with fact signs, picnic tables and an outdoor woodstove,
this experience is one you will remember!

To view a digital map of local trails, visit
www.perthcounty.ca/hikeandbike
To view trail videos, visit: www.youtube.com/user/
PerthCountydotca/videos
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Perth County
Paramedic
Service launches
Community
Paramedicine
Program

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to impact
communities and provinces across the country,
paramedics have stepped up to provide invaluable
support in both testing and patient safety, particularly
for our vulnerable and elderly populations. That includes
Perth County Paramedic Service, which has turned a call
for support into an opportunity to give the county its first
Community Paramedicine program.
Community Paramedicine or Mobile Integrated Health,
as it is known in other regions, sees paramedics utilizing
their training to provide care to patients in the comfort
of their homes and communities. Not only does it allow
patients to remain in the comfort of their homes, it
helps patients avoid unnecessary trips to the hospital
and ease the stress on overcrowded emergency rooms.
For example, in municipality of Chatham-Kent, its
Community Paramedicine (CP) program led to a reduction
in emergency department visits by more than 50 per
cent.

The Perth County Paramedic Service’s CP program initially
began in response to the Western Region Health Team’s
call for COVID-19 testing and palliative care support.
As those challenges were met, the six-person team
transitioned into its current role, treating patients in their
homes and connecting them to additional health care
support in the community. Team members have also been
responding to 911 calls with their paramedic colleagues,
supporting them when patients may require care beyond
a hospital visit. Perhaps most importantly, the Community
Paramedicine team follows up with both patients and
their health care providers to ensure treatment is going
well and help avoid unnecessary hospital readmissions.
While Perth County Paramedic Service’s CP program
officially ends August 23rd, planning has already started
on building a permanent team in the near future. While
the pandemic has been hard on everyone, it’s also given
us an opportunity to explore new ways to support our
community and health care partners and improve the
wellbeing of those we serve.
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Perth County and
Member Municipalities
receive PPE Donations
Perth County received a generous donation of Personal
Protective Equipment (PPE) from the Li Family of Stratford
through their Help Mask Ontario Initiative.
This initiative has been a partnership between three
families across Ontario who have been donating PPE
across the Province since the end of March. Together the
Li, Gong and Budisa families worked hard to secure masks
sourced from Guangzhou, China to better equip smaller
rural regions throughout the pandemic.
“We want to sincerely thank the Li family for this
generous donation.” said Warden Jim Aitcheson. “Perth
County will be able to distribute these masks to our
frontline workers so they are well protected.” Aitcheson
said.
Perth County received 20,000 three-ply disposable masks
as well as some protective isolations suits. This donation
has been part of a series of donations on behalf of the
Li family not only to Perth County, but also to the four

member municipalities of North Perth, Perth South, Perth
East and West Perth.
“This has been a challenging time for us all. We are
grateful to receive this generous donation to Perth County
to be able to help equip our frontline staff. These supplies
will be critical to our continued effort to stop the spread
of COVID-19 in Perth County.” said Lori Wolfe, interim
CAO for Perth County.
The Help Mask Ontario initiative plans to continue
distributing masks in rural regions across Ontario as the
Pandemic continues.

Social Media Toolkit
Social Media is a fantastic took for
connecting with your customers, but it
can also be overwhelming. Perth County
has developed a quick toolkit to help you
improve your social media presence.
Access the free guide today by visiting:
https://www.perthcounty.ca/en/discover/
resources/Social-Media-Guide.pdf

Economic Development and Tourism Office
Reach out to us today. Your business is our pleasure!

perthcounty.ca

1 Huron Street, Stratford, ON N5A 5S4
T. 519-271-0531 x150
E. ecdev@perthcounty.ca

11

Teeny Tiny Summit Goes Virtual! Big Ideas for Small Places
In 2020, Teeny Tiny Summits will be moving to a virtual format featuring a series
of three webinars. The virtual Teeny Tiny webinars will shine a light on creative
ideas and people in small communities that have made the most of the past few
months. The webinar series will be sharing ideas and actions from community
leaders in small communities of all kinds for informative and inspiring sessions.
Perth County participated in the first webinar on August 12, 2020.
The webinars will be 1.5 hours long and will include community development
stories from small places throughout the province, and opportunities to connect
virtually and learn from other participants. Much of the content is focused on
what can be accomplished by volunteers working together with municipalities.
In small places, volunteers are a critical part of economic development.

Teeny Tiny Summit 2020 Free Webinar Schedule
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 | 10:30 am - noon
Creatively Bringing Community Together
Click here to register
3rd webinar | Topic and date to be confirmed

Membership is for Everyone
New Canadian residents face uncountable challenges at the workplace,
at home, or to adapt to socio-economic changes or cultural barriers. Can
you imagine having to face new challenges in a new environment, to
grow, find work, raise a family and embrace a new culture?
So many talented people living in Southwestern, Ontario cannot develop
their careers because they lack information and connections from their
industries. You can help!
Become a mentor. You could be a ray of hope, a beam of inspiration,
or a ray of light. Help transform the lives of others. Mentorship is for
everyone. Sign-up today! Ask about our Immploy Virtual Mentorship
Program at http://bit.ly/2LDe417
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The Rap Camp Pivots to
Success at the Stratford
Perth Centre for Business

Traditionally run as an in-person camp where youth can
gather, express themselves, be empowered and have fun,
The Rap Camp was forced to make a unconventional pivot
when COVID-19 hit around the world.
The Rap Camp was created by husband and wife team
Karim Rushdy and Julie Kim back in 2013 and launched
with great successes, expanding the camps from Canada
to the US, Guyana and South Korea in a short 6 years. The
2020 season was shaping up to be a great year for The
Rap Camp but like all businesses, The Rap Camp came to
a screeching halt with 100% of camp bookings canceled.
Karim applied to the Stratford Perth Centre For Business’
Digital Accelerator program to try to reclaim some of
the season with an online camp. After working with the
Centre and completing the program The Rap Camp is
launching their 2020 Summer season online!

The Centre For Business helped The Rap Camp develop
an online model designed to be an after school
extracurricular activity, like ballet or hockey, where
participants come together from around the world to
participate and develop skills in rap, beatboxing, song
writing, music production and more.
As a business, The Rap Camp is moving away from a
model of a “one-time camp” to a year-round program
where children and youth can advance season after
season and can connect with peers from abroad. Karim
and Julie aren’t stopping there, they have plans to bring
some of their other programming online as well, including
camps for more age groups and support for mental
wellness in young people with 6 instructors hired and
ready to start rapping.
For all the information on The Rap Camps visit,
therapcamp.org

Stratford Perth Centre for Business Continues the
Ask the Expert Series
The Stratford Perth Centre for Business has created an Expert
Series to help answer questions around COVID-19 for small
businesses and inform entrepreneurs about the latest business
trends and pivots. Join us every Wednesday at 2pm on Zoom as
we talk to various experts in all things business.
Registration is posted on our Facebook page and website
each week. Missed an episode? Watch all past episodes in our
Entrepreneur Academy, available for streaming on our website,
stratfordperthbusiness.ca under the FREE Services section.

Economic Development and Tourism Office
Reach out to us today. Your business is our pleasure!

perthcounty.ca

1 Huron Street, Stratford, ON N5A 5S4
T. 519-271-0531 x150
E. ecdev@perthcounty.ca

13

Connecting Ontario’s
Agri-Food Workforce

The Ontario Federation of Agriculture (OFA) has
launched an initiative to address the unique
workforce challenges and opportunities in the agrifood sector. Feeding Your Future is working to help
agri-food employers to find, train, and retain the
workers they need, and help employ Ontarians with
meaningful jobs during COVID-19 and beyond.
Feeding Your Future, a Canadian Agricultural
Partnership funded project, along with different
partners, has coordinated a job matching concierge
service, virtual career fairs and a webinar series. Visit
https://ofa.on.ca/feedingyourfuture to learn more or
follow us on Twitter @feedyourfuture.
To learn more about the project or register or register
for an upcoming Virtual Career Fair or Webinar,
visit Feeding Your Future’s job seeker and employer
toolkits:
https://www.agcareers.com/feed-your-future/
employer-toolkit
https://www.agcareers.com/feed-your-future/jobseeker-toolkit

Join us at the following upcoming events:
Province Wide Virtual Career Fair
August 25, 2020 from 10am-1pm
Job Seeker registration link: https://pheedloop.com/
register/feedyourfutureontarioaugust/attendee/
Employer Registration: https://forms.gle/
W4vyynB9WfWCSaQaA
Well-being During COVID-19: Supporting Mental Health
in Your Workplace – Webinar for Employers
August 26, 2020, Time: 10:00am to 11:00am
Registration Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN_GmI-l0BDSpOrLZLNIYRVJQ
Retaining Talent in a Competitive Labour Market:
Improving Your Workplace Culture – Webinar for
Employers
August 31, 2020, Time: 10:00am to 11:00am
Registration Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN_6LX7Jny5RoC3BMCQr6VP2Q
Ask the Agri-Food Employer: Panelists from Field to Fork
Share Their Insights - Webinar for Job Seekers
September 4, 2020, Time: 10:00am to 11:00am
Registration Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN_Yfr_riNSTRqVI8crVuFnbg
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Left: L-R: Ken Halwachs, Jerry
Myers, Will Morgan

2020 has been an extremely challenging year but
has also presented an opportunity for the Technical
Training Group (TTG) to revisit how they do business
and continue to best serve the needs of the community.
Now, more than ever before, TTG’s mission to train and
upskill people in preparation for a better future and
support the needs of local manufacturers is incredibly
important.
Despite the challenges to skilled trades training presented
by COVID-19, TTG committed to using innovative and
effective online solutions to ensure the Welder and
Fabricator Apprentices could continue and complete their
required in-class schooling for 2019-2020.
As a result, the Level 1’s and Level 2’s completed their
in-class training and after three years of hand work, the
Level 3 Welders graduated in June and are now able to
write the Certificate of Qualification to become Red Seal
Welders.
At TTG’s virtual AGM this year, TTG Level 3 graduate
Will Morgan was presented with the Ken Halwachs
Award (Steelcraft). This is presented annually to a Level
3 Welder apprentice who demonstrates excellence
in technical skills, professionalism, leadership and
teamwork. Accompanying the award is a $1,000 cheque.
The transition to online learning also enabled TTG’s
Clinton Manufacturing Pre-Apprenticeship trainees to
continue with their program remotely and enabled TTG’s
Stratford Manufacturing Pre-Apprenticeship trainees to
start online in July.
Embracing and adapting to these new delivery challenges
and working closely with our community partners has
enabled TTG to be one of the few training institutions in
the area to continue to deliver skilled trades training with
little or no interruption during the COVID-19 Pandemic.

Right: TTG’s Clinton Pre-Apprentices
onsite at Central Huron Secondary
School in Clinton

TTG’s team worked closely with community partners and
followed provincial and local health recommendations
and guidelines to develop new Pandemic policies,
procedures and safety protocols for the instructors, staff
and trainees.
Together they developed a detailed plan to transition
back onsite safely and effectively to continue with
hands-on training for our trainees.
This hard work and commitment by everyone delivered
great rewards when our Clinton Manufacturing PreApprentices were able to return onsite in small groups to
Central Huron Secondary School and start their hands-on
practical skills training in early July.
TTG intends to continue with this blended delivery model
into the fall when we welcome back our Welder and
Fabricator Apprentices, our Stratford Pre-Apprentices
transition to onsite training, and we begin our new
Manufacturing Pre-Apprenticeship program Listowel.
None of these accomplishments would be possible
without TTG’s highly committed staff, extraordinary
instructors, incredible community partners, and
supportive board of directors. Perhaps most importantly,
TTG thanks all our trainees who worked so hard and
embraced the opportunity to continue with their training
this year.
TTG looks forward to continuing to support our
community by forging ahead together and embracing
the true meaning of partnership, collaboration, and
adaptability during these uncertain times.
www.technicaltraininggroup.org
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Skilled Workers,
Sustainable Communities Project

Skilled Workers, Sustainable Communities Project

CALL OUT TO LOCAL NON-PROFIT & CHARITY GROUPS!
Do you have a project that needs to get done? Are your resources limited? Funding is available to help!
With many skilled local workers currently laid off, this is the time to tap into available knowledge and
skills, while supporting those in our community looking for work. Conestoga Career Centre will follow
Call out
to local
non-profit
andqualified
charity
groups!Do
haveinatheproject
Employment
Ontario
guidelines to match
community
members you
with projects
non-profit that
sector. TheAre
goal is
to match
the right people
with the right
position and
needs and
to charity
get done?
your
resources
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Funding
is organization.
available to help!
What we need from you is an outline of projects that your organization needs to take on, that you
With manycannot
skilled due
localtoworkers
currently
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this is
the time
to tap intoifavailable
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the impact
of COVID-19.
could
you accomplish
we wereknowledge
to find the right
personwhile
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work.
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Career
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will
follow
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people with the right position and organization.
Examples:
Diversity
review
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that your
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needs to take on, that you cannot due to the
•
Reviewing
a
Strategic
Plan
impact of COVID-19. What could you accomplish if we were to find the right person for the task?
• Improving marketing/social media management
Examples:
• Moving volunteer training to a virtual environment
• Diversity
your
organizations practices
or communications
• review
Scalingofup
programs/services
to meet increased
demand due to COVID-19
• aDeveloping
new data management or financial processes
• Reviewing
Strategic Plan
• Building an ecommerce platform for online sales and/or donations
• Improving marketing/social media management
• Painting a community mural in a common space
• Moving•volunteer
training
to a virtual
environment
Redesigning
workspaces
or common
areas for efficiency
• Scaling up programs/services to meet increased demand due to COVID-19
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space future.
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• Redesigning workspaces or common areas for efficiency
Reach out to Christy Bertrand at the Conestoga Career Centre in Stratford
stratfordcareercentre@conestogac.on.ca | 519-271-5700 to speak to an Employer Liaison and access
Mandate/Description:
To match
skilled
workers with charities/not-for-profits that will enable these charities to continue
possible supports
for your
organization.
and advance their work through new opportunities. To help charities and NFPs supporting vulnerable populations that
have been impacted
COVID-19
and are looking
to support
activities
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Government
Canada’s future.
Emergency
Community
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Fund and
Stratford
Community
Foundation and has been made
Reach out to
Christy Bertrand
at the
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Career
CentrePerth
in Stratford
stratfordcareercentre@conestogac.on.ca
|
possible
by
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with
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Club
of
Stratford
Charitable
Foundation,
Conestoga Career Centre
519-271-5700 to speak to an Employer Liaison and access possible supports for your organization.
and local non-profit & charity organizations through the Workforce, Non-Profit & Charitable arm of the
Economic Response and Recovery Task Force.

The Skilled Workers, Sustainable Communities Project is supported by the Government of Canada’s Emergency Community Support Fund and
Stratford Perth Community Foundation and has been made possible by partnerships with Rotary Club of Stratford Charitable Foundation, Conestoga
Career Centre and local non-profit & charity organizations through the Workforce, Non-Profit & Charitable arm of the Economic Response and
Recovery Task Force.
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Are you or someone you know
between 15-30? Not enrolled in
school? Unemployed?

Partners in Employment - Perth & Huron Counties now
offers an online, 60-hour pre-employment readiness
program to people in the City of Stratford & Perth County.
The following is offered to everyone who is eligible:
• $14/ hour to participate in the program for the
60 hours, plus you can get:
•
•
•
•

WHMIS Training
Resume Building
Interview Skills
Communication & Teamwork in the Workplace

• In depth support & mentorship from our team of
employment facilitators, virtually and over the phone
If you are in need of technology to complete this program,
please let the team know during your intake appointment.
Call: 519-272-1946 Text: 519-949-3217
Email: brett@partnersinemployment.on.ca

Mental Health Resources
Now more than ever, it is important to care
for your mental health and wellness. Below
are some free mental health resources that are
available:
Ontario Federation of Agriculture:
https://ofa.on.ca/issues/mental-health/
Family Services of Perth Huron:
http://familyservicesperth-huron.ca/
resources/
OMAFRA Mental Health Resources for Farmers:
http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/about/
mental-health.htm
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Community Safety
and Wellbeing Plan
Residents of Perth County are invited
to share their safety & well-being
experiences by participating in an
online survey that will help solve the
development of a Community Safety &
Well-Being Plan. Survey closes September
11, 2020.
See more information & survey:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
CSWBPSurvey

ROI Rural Rebound Project
As we reflect on how different places have handled the COVID-19
pandemic, great leadership and collaboration are emerging.
Do you know of a story worth sharing?
The Rural Ontario Institute invites you to add momentum to a rural
rebound from the COVID 19 shutdowns. Share a story of creative
solutions amidst the challenges of these unsettling times! We are
interested in all types of stories whether they’re driven by rural
citizens, agencies and local government, rural businesses (agrifood and otherwise) or community organizations. Collaboration
will no doubt be a common theme. For more information:
ruralontarioinstitute.ca/ruralreboundcovid19
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University of Guelph
to Study the Impact of
COVID-19 in Perth County

SWIFT Releases RFP
to Bring Faster Internet
to Perth County

The University of Guelph School with the assistance
of community partners is conducting a resident
survey across Perth County, St. Marys, Stratford and
Huron County.

Southwestern Integrated Fibre Technology (SWIFT)
announced that it has issued a Request for Proposals
(RFP) for up to $5.5 million to increase access to highspeed internet for many more residents living in Perth
County. The RFP supports the advancement of critical
broadband infrastructure across the County and is
part of SWIFT’s Southwestern Ontario broadband
expansion plan.

The COVID-19 Pandemic has had significant
impact on all aspects of our lives. While there has
been considerable effort by the various levels of
government on responding to the needs of people
in urban areas, far less attention has focused on
Canadians who live in rural or small town. The
survey will look to gain information regarding how
individuals in rural and small towns across Perth and
Huron Counties have been impacted by COVID-19.
Survey link will be available after September 1.

The COVID Alert app is a tool you can use to help slow
the spread of COVID-19 and prevent future outbreaks.
It lets you know if you may have been exposed to
COVID-19. You can then get tested to keep you and your
loved ones safe. Your personal information and data are
not collected.
Learn more: ontario.ca/covidalert

If you need this information or any document contained in this newsletter provided in another format, please contact
our Accessibility Coordinator for assistance at 519-271-0531 ext. 141 or accessibility@perthcounty.ca
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