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Your look at Cultivating Opportunity

in Perth County

Showing Youth That They Can
#ProsperInPerthCounty
“Not everyone connects small populations
with large opportunities, but they should,”
says 26-year-old Becca Newbigging.
Newbigging, born and raised in Listowel, ON, returned to her
home turf to pursue a career in accounting at Ward & Uptigrove
after completing her post-secondary education. She is one of
the many youth being profiled for Perth County’s new initiative
for youth retention and attraction, #ProsperInPerthCounty.
Youth outmigration is a serious problem for smaller
communities all across Ontario. In Perth County, we have a
higher net loss of youth leaving the area than our neighbours in
Huron and Wellington counties, which is concerning.
#ProsperInPerthCounty is a response to what we learned
in the research stage of the Perth4Youth project, a joint
strategic planning initiative involving Perth County’s member
municipalities, the City of Stratford and the Town of St. Marys,
using the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural
Affairs’ (OMAFRA) train the trainer program. There’s definitely
the perception that students have to leave their hometowns
in order to be successful. Some people may have to leave to
pursue post-secondary and postgraduate education, but we
want them to know that there are very bright futures waiting
for them in Perth County when they graduate.There are also
a wide variety of jobs available to youth as soon as they
graduate high school. We want to stress that Perth County has
opportunities for people of all education levels.

Becca Newbigging poses at her desk at Ward & Uptigrove in
Listowel, ON, for Perth County’s youth retention and attraction
initiative, #ProsperInPerthCounty.

There’s diversity in the people that we have profiled. Some
participants have never left Perth County because they enjoy
it here so much, many have left to pursue post-secondary
education but returned to start their careers, and a few moved
here from other cities, provinces and even other countries.
They’re all in different sectors and have unique backgrounds,
but there’s one clear trend: they all love living and working in
Perth County.
There’s a desire in a large percentage of youth to stay in or
move to a smaller community, but there’s a wide-spread
perception that large cities are where ‘good jobs’ are. The
#ProsperInPerthCounty initiative is delivering the clear message
that there are amazing and unique career opportunities in small
town Ontario.
The profiles can be found on Perth County’s website and on its
Facebook page.
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“I moved from
Switzerland to Perth
County to pursue a
great opportunity.
My wife and our oldest
two children moved here
from the United States;
we all love it here.
Everyone felt at home
in no time.”

Finding a niche
Growing up in Bonau, a small town in northeast Switzerland,
Ramon’s family owned a cheese-making business.
His upbringing inspired his education, and ultimately he
became a master cheesemaker.
The Weber family, who are also from Switzerland, decided to
buy a farm in Perth South when they moved to Canada about
20 years ago. They had the vision to open Stonetown Cheese,
and luckily they found Ramon to help make the (delicious!)
dream come to life.

RAMON
Master Cheesemaker,
Stonetown Artisan Cheese

Ramon loves his career. “I am part of every step of the
product I produce, which is very satisfying. I really enjoy
making incredible cheese for people. It’s nice to see the
positive results of my work.”
When Ramon and his family first moved to Perth County, it
was for an amazing professional opportunity. Now they are in
love with their new home and couldn’t be happier that they
made the move.

For more inspiring stories visit

perthcounty.ca

“It’s a beautiful place to raise a family. I love the small town
vibe combined with the vast rural landscapes. If we need to
get that city feel, London is close by. It’s the perfect spot.” n

#ProsperInPerthCounty
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Ontario Revitalizing Main Streets,
Helping Small Businesses Grow
Province Helping Boost Tourism, Create Jobs,
Enhance Economic Growth
Ontario is helping rural communities attract investment and tourism, create
jobs and enhance regional economic growth by supporting the revitalization
of downtown and main streets across the province.
Vibrant main streets help attract visitors, create jobs and increase the
competitiveness of small businesses, which are the backbone of small, rural
communities. That’s why the province is helping municipalities enhance and
revitalize their downtown and main streets through improvements such as
the installation of pedestrian crosswalks or landscaping. Municipalities can
also direct funding to local businesses to improve the appearance of their
storefronts by installing lighting or new signage.

Win This Space to be
Launched on April 3rd

What This Means for
Perth County:
The Municipality of North Perth
will receive $47,165
The Township of Perth East
will receive $46,429
The Township of Perth South
will receive $39,271
The Municipality of West Perth
will receive $43,552

In order to find new and innovative ways to provide business support to the
Listowel business community, the Listowel BIA applied for a grant from the Libro
Prosperity Fund to assist in the development of an economic development project.

The BIA believes the project will directly result in
business growth and development, new job creation, fill
vacant retail space in the community, and will provide
valuable exposure to Listowel.
Adapted from a project implemented in a neighbouring rural community with
great success, Win This Space will be launched on April 3rd, 2018. The project
will see entrepreneur’s complete business preparation sessions with the finalist
receiving financial support towards commercial rental space in the town of
Listowel. As a participant of the program, you receive 5 FREE business coaching
workshops led by Laura MacDougall from the Stratford Perth Centre for Business.
Training will be held from May 9th to June 15th and the courses are: financial
modeling, business building blocks, brand communication, business environment
and organization and presenting your business idea. Five finalists will pitch their
ideas to a panel of judges for the grand prize package, which includes $15,000
towards rental space and an additional $5000 in prizes.
In addition to the project directly benefiting the local community, the project has
the potential to attract new businesses and entrepreneurs from outside of the
area. The BIA will be marketing Listowel at the same time as a place to “Shop,
Dine and Discover Listowel.” By filling vacancies, Listowel will also have more to
offer shoppers and that will in turn support current businesses.
Visit discoverlistowel.com for more information or contact
Lisa at lschaefer@northperth.ca
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Technical Training Group (TTG):
A Strategic Player in Addressing
Perth County’s Skilled Trades
Labour Shortage
The demand for skilled trade workers
is steadily increasing and working in
the trades offers a range of great job
opportunities.
As part of its training offerings, TTG delivers Pre-Apprenticeship
Multiple Trades Exposure Programs that are funded in part by
the Government of Canada and the Government of Ontario.
These programs provide opportunities for unemployed or
underemployed individuals to explore three related trades that
are in high demand in our local community, and find the career
that’s right for them.

Manufacturing Pre-Apprenticeship Multiple
Trades Exposure Program Snapshot:

In 2018, TTG is offering a Manufacturing Pre-Apprenticeship
Multiple Trades Exposure training program starting in early
April. This FREE 25 week program includes exposure to
welding, metal fabrication and machining through in-school
theory, hands-on practical training, trade math, safety training,
employment prep, and an 8-week paid work placement.

• Primary trade focus welding and metal fabrication (120
hours); secondary exposure to General Machining (60 hours)

“TTG is one of Ontario’s best kept secrets. The program has
exceeded my expectations and has continuous improvements
such as the quality of instructors and class programs, as well as
excellent shop additions and upgrades. With highly experienced
teachers and volunteer members that go above and beyond the
call of duty, TTG has fast tracked me into starting my career.”
- Fernanda Mariano, (2017 Manufacturing Pre-Apprenticeship
Multiple Trades Exposure Program Graduate) 1st year Welding
Apprentice, Baird Machines Inc.

• 25 week program (includes an 8 week paid work placement)

• 12 trainees selected through an application and interview
process attend school 4 nights per week and the occasional
Saturday for 17 weeks
LOCATION:
Stratford Northwestern Secondary School, Stratford ON
APPLICATION DEADLINE: March 23, 2018
START DATE: April 9, 2018
For more information or to apply online visit:
technicaltraininggroup.org

TTG has seen great success with its students and has received
very positive feedback from local employers. Some students
have received apprenticeship opportunities and many have
found full-time employment in the trades.
TTG’s Pre-Apprenticeship Multiple Trade Programs are also
delivered through a partnership with Conestoga College Career
Centre and Partners in Employment.

2017 Manufacturing Pre-Apprentices
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Ahh Spring! That time of year where
we all feel like we’re emerging from
hibernation. It’s a perfect time to get out
and #DiscoverMore in Perth County!
Explore your own backyard and uncover
some great local hidden gems you may
not have known about! Today we’re
focusing on Perth East. Home to towns and
villages such as Milverton, Millbank and
Shakespeare, there is much to see!
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Out & About is a series of spotlights
on areas of Perth County. This issue
focuses on Perth East.

K

While in Shakespeare, don’t forget to take a stroll and explore
one of the many interesting shops that line the main street.
Antiques from Glen Manor Galleries, reclaimed furniture and
décor at FLIP! as well as unique British foods at the British
Touch.
If you’re feeling peckish, stop into the Harry Ten Schilling Tea
Room for a bite to eat or stop into the Best Little Pork Shoppe
to grab some delicious options to take home. Also new to
Shakespeare is Shakespeare Pizza with pizza, subs, wings and
salad!

Thirst Quenching Brews and Delicious Foods
Did you know that Shakespeare is home to its very own craft
brewery? Shakespeare Brewing Company has been serving
craft brews since the summer of 2017. Owners Ayden and Katie
pride themselves on using 100% Ontario grown ingredients
in their beer. This includes hops from Perth County’s own
Tavistock Hop Company. Shakespeare brewing offers up a wide
variety of beers from pale ales to stouts and seasonal small
batch specials. Stop in and sample a flight of them all or fill a
growler of your favourite to take home!

Rural Romp
Not far from Shakespeare is a real rural gem. Lynn River Farm
Store is a great place to stock up on locally grown produce,
eggs and preserves. Beyond that, Lynn River Farm specializes in
Take and Bake take home meals as well as frozen entrees. The
best part of what owners Lindsay and Mike do is that everything
they make has no added preservatives or refined sugars. They
can name absolutely every ingredient in everything they make,
so it’s a great stop for anyone with specific dietary restrictions.
continued on next page
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Pies & Baking Galore
If you have a sweet tooth, Perth East is the place to be
for locally baked goods. Anna Mae’s has been a mainstay
of Millbank since 1979 and offers an astonishing array
of pies, squares, tarts, rolls and other baked goods.
Shakespeare Pies is another sweet-treat destination
worth checking out. While they do specialize in fruit pies,
they also have a variety of meat pies, breads and meals
to go.
Probably one of the best kept secrets in Perth County is
in nestled in Milverton Ontario. If you love pie then you
have to check out the Lil Fry Pie Shoppe located on the
main street in Milverton, this small but mighty pie shop
offers up a wide variety of hand-held fruit pies that will
melt in your mouth! Only open Fridays from 6am-6pm
and Saturdays form 7am-3pm, this place is a real hidden
gem worth stopping for!

Stretch your legs on one of our
many nature trails or visit one of our
local farm gate stores and meet the
passionate producers. From pork to
pies to pints to perfect picks for your
home, discover more in Perth County!

Life’s a Party, Listowel, North Perth

Wildwood Conservation Area, Perth South

Alpaca Acres, Perth East

Windbreak Farm B&B, West Perth

Find us, follow us!
#DiscoverMore #PerthCounty @PerthCoTourism

perthcountytourism.ca
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North Perth

West Perth

Thank you to Hear Well Be Well in
Downtown Mitchell for hosting a great
evening of networking at the West Perth
Economic Development Committees
Business After 6!”

Atwood Heritage Processing Inc. is a meat
processing company that specializes in
ready-to-eat dry cured meats.
It has two drool-worthy product lines: a dry cured fermented
summer sausage (in original beef & pork, garlic beef & pork,
spicy beef & pork, and all beef with maple syrup) and snack
stix (in original beef & pork, hot beef & pork, extra hot beef &
pork, honey garlic beef & pork, and all beef).
Ontario is investing $140,850 from the Southwestern Ontario
Development Fund, supporting an additional investment of
$1.36 million from Atwood Heritage Processing. The project
will create 10 new jobs and will help to retain 11 existing
positions. It is expected to be completed by September 2020.
With the Southwestern Ontario Development Fund’s support,
Atwood Heritage Processing is building a new 6,800 square
foot plant and purchasing new production equipment. These
enhancements will help the company double its annual
production and provide new services to its customers,
including an online store.
“Business in Perth County has been great. We are all excited
for the expansion and to grow our operation,” said Jonathan,
owner of Atwood Heritage Processing Inc.
The meat processing company sells retail, wholesale
and custom work. Its (delicious!) products are available
throughout Perth County in shops such as Shakespeare Pies,
Zehr’s Country Market in Millbank, McCully Hill Farm, and
more! You can also visit their store in Atwood and online
purchases will be coming soon.

When should you get your hearing tested? If you’re over age
60, we recommend getting your hearing tested every year.
Hearing loss is often gradual and, therefore, you may go
years without even realizing the sounds you’re missing.
Common signs of hearing loss include: people sound like
they’re mumbling, you’re often told the TV is too loud, or you
frequently ask people to repeat themselves. If this sounds like
you, it’s time for a hearing test.
Various reasons can be the cause of hearing loss in addition to
getting older, including, wax build-up in the ear, or exposure
to loud noises without wearing hearing protection. A hearing
test will confirm if there’s a hearing loss and its cause.
If a hearing test reveals the change in hearing is the result of
hearing loss, hearing aids may be recommended. Our client,
Mary M. in Mitchell, Ontario, shares the positive impact
hearing aids have made in her life:
“When I’m out with friends, not only can I follow complete
conversations, but also hear much better in restaurants. My
hearing aids allow me to continue enjoying activities with
friends and family, as well as keeping me integrated in my
community.”
Hear Well Be Well™ offers comprehensive hearing testing,
education on healthy hearing, hearing aids, hearing aid
repairs and cleaning, custom hearing protection, as well as
outstanding follow-up care and customer service.
We look forward to welcoming the Perth County Community
to our clinics in this area. You will be well taken care of.
Be well. hearwellbewell.ca

Learn more here!
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Perth South

Kirkton Woodham Swimming
Pool Renovations & Accessibility
Upgrades Completed
The Kirkton Woodham Swimming Pool Committee is excited to
celebrate the completion of the Kirkton Woodham Swimming
Pool Washroom Renovation and Accessibility Upgrade project.

This was a joint project between the
Municipality of South Huron and the
Township of Perth South, with Perth South’s
contribution made with grant funding from
Ontario Trillium Foundation.
The pool facilities are jointly owned (50/50) by the Municipality
of South Huron and the Township of Perth South and is located
in the Village of Kirkton on Road 164/Highway 23. The facility
was constructed in 1977 and has been well used by the
residents in both municipalities. Due to its age, the washroom
and change room areas needed to be renovated. In addition,
upgrades were necessary to meet the current accessibility
standards.
The Kirkton Woodham Swimming Pool is administered by the
Kirkton-Woodham Pool Committee which consists of council
representation from both the Township of Perth South and the
Municipality of South Huron along with a number of dedicated
community members.

Pool staff demonstrates the operation of the newly installed lift.

REGISTRATION NIGHT for summer swimming programs will be
held on May 16, 2018 at the Kirkton Woodham Community
Centre from 5:30 pm – 7:00 pm. For additional details visit the
pool website at kirkton.ca.
The Pool Committee was also excited to be participating in
the Stratford Sunscreen Dispenser Pilot Project with the Perth
District Health Unit (PDHU) in the summer of 2017 thanks to a
grant from the Stratford Perth Community Foundation.
This project provides free sunscreen at locations within close
proximity to community pools, splash pads, paddle boat rentals,
playgrounds and walking trails where people often spend
long periods of time out in the sun exposed to increased UV
radiation from reflection off of water, asphalt and concrete.
These sunscreen dispensers will provide a way to increase
UV protection and encourage pool and park users to adopt
additional sun protection behaviour while enjoying leisure and
recreational activities.

“The Committee began this project in 2013, so it is really great
to see all of the hard work pay off and benefit everyone in
the community” said Melinda Zurbrigg, Councillor, Township
of Perth South and Kirkton-Woodham Pool Committee
Representative. “We are thankful for the community volunteers
that operate this facility and ensure that it is maintained to the
highest possible standard; it is appreciated by everyone who
uses the pool.”

The Stratford Sunscreen Dispenser Pilot Project is generously
supported by a grant from the John and Colleen MacDonald
Family Fund, held within the Stratford Perth Community
Foundation.

Recreational programs offered at the facility include group
and private swimming lessons, swim teams, public swims, Tim
Horton’s Family Free Swims, and aqua fit swims. In addition, the
pool is rented for supervised private rentals.

The Pool Committee is always looking for new volunteers and
anyone interested should email kirktonpool@gmail.com.

The Kirkton Pool is now accepting Lifeguard and Instructor
applications for the 2018 pool season. Submit resume and
cover letter to hr@southhuron.ca

For additional information regarding the Kirkton Woodham
Swimming Pool visit the pool’s website at kirkton.ca.
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9th Annual Mayors’ Gala
On January 20th, we celebrated ‘all for community’ at the 9th
Annual Mayors’ Gala held at the Stratford Country Club. Hosted
by Stratford Mayor, Dan Mathieson, and supported by the
Mayors of St. Marys and Perth County, this memorable evening
drew together close to 300 business leaders, philanthropists,
community volunteers and others from across our region and
beyond!
The dollars raised at the Gala help to further the Community
Foundation’s leadership and outreach activities, including
support to charitable organizations made possible by
responsible stewardship of endowed funds. Through the sale of
tickets, a fantastic silent auction and with the help of corporate
partners like Presenting Partner BMO Financial, this year the
Mayors’ Gala yielded almost $110,000. Thank you!
We’re already planning for our 10th Mayors’ Gala! If you’d like
to be involved as a sponsor, silent auction donor or volunteer,
please contact Roxy Rae, Marketing and Outreach Manager at
roxy@spccf.ca.

2018 Stratford Perth Community
Foundation Grant Program
Thank you to all organizations that applied for our 2018 Grant
Program! We are currently reviewing the applications and
will announce the Grant Recipients at our Community Impact
Celebration scheduled for June 2018. Stay tuned for more
information!

Vital Conversations
In 2017 the Community Foundation, in collaboration with
various community partners, hosted the first Vital Conversation
‘Belonging: Exploring Connection to Community.’ This
facilitated discussion with community members we were able
to learn more about the social, economic and environmental
trends impacting local quality of life. The conversations were
used as a starting point to identify local priorities and mobilize
a community into action. We are currently planning our 2018
Vital Conversation and look forward to sharing more about our
topic in the coming weeks!

Connect with drivers and riders from all over
Southwestern Ontario.
Share rides to work, school and events with
neighbours, co-workers, old and new friends.

regionalrideshare.ca

Save money, time and fuel and minimize your
carbon footprint!

Areas Served
Huron County
Lambton County
London
Middlesex County
Oxford County

Perth County
St. Marys
St. Thomas
Stratford
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VENDORS WANTED
There will be over 70 booths available for a large variety
of vendors to show off their products and services to an
expected crowd of over 1000 people!

The Canadian Dairy XPO is coming to Perth County on April
4th and 5th at the Stratford Rotary Complex. After the
successful launch of CDX in February of 2013, CDX made
its mark as the ‘largest dairy stage’ in Canada. The Canadian
Dairy XPO (CDX) is a professional tradeshow for dairy
producers and their families to see the latest in innovation
and be educated on producing safe nutritious dairy products
to you, the consumer!

Vendor packages are available at the North Perth Chamber
office or online: npchamber.com and you can check out the
list of exhibitors.

CheeseFEST is an evening function held
Wednesday April 5 from 4:00 – 7:00 pm
in the Cow Coliseum.
FEATURES OF THE NIGHT WILL INCLUDE:
• MASSIVE cheese buffet - 100% Canadian dairy products!
• Local wines, microbrew, whiskey (cash bar)
• Fundraising initiatives for local youth
• Mueller Ice Cream Bar will be OPEN!
• Live entertainment: Peterson Farm Brothers, Small Town
Girls, Nelson Family Bluegrass
Visit dairyxpo.ca to view the full schedule and purchase
your tickets!
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The “Steps to Stardom” Justin Bieber
exhibit at the Stratford Perth Museum
attracted a large crowd from far and wide
during its opening on February 18th.
Visitors from France, Ontario, Quebec, China and the United
States made the trek to learn more about the story of Justin
Bieber’s meteoric rise from busking on the steps of the Avon
Theatre to becoming one of the most popular pop stars in
the world. The Museum has been given access to hundreds of
items – awards, clothing, pictures, all-access pages, personal
letters and even running shoes!
This exhibit runs until the end of 2018 and the museum is
open 7 days a week - be sure to get your tickets online today!

stratfordperthmuseum.ca
(photo) Alvina Ascenso, Thomas Doryle, Orlane Audiard and
Alexandra Bineau made the 10-hour flight

The Government of Ontario wants to hear your
thoughts on how to cut red tape and make it easier
to do business in Ontario.
Participate in the Red Tape Challenge and help to identify the business
regulations that need to be updated, improved or eliminated. Ontario is
currently consulting on regulations that apply to the tourism sector, but
welcomes your ideas even if you work in another field.
Click here to participate in the Tourism Red Tape Challenge

Get your tartan on!
The Perth County Tartan commemorates the
150th Anniversary of Canada.
Tartan products available NOW at
MacLeods Scottish Shop in Stratford
and the Stratford-Perth Museum.

SAVE THE DATE: March 26
The Stratford Perth Centre for Business is hosting a
networking breakfast on March 26 at 7:30 am at the
Mitchell Golf Club.

If you need this information or any document contained in this newsletter provided
in another format, please contact our Accessibility Coordinator for assistance at
519-271-0531 ext. 141 or accessibility@perthcounty.ca
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CARING FOR THE

FUTURE
Celebrating Healthcare in Perth County
For Students

Learn about careers in Healthcare
Tour Greenwood Court
Panel Discussion
Service Provider Showcase
Free Lunch

MARCH

28

2018

For Employers
10:30 AM
to 1:30 PM

Greenwood Court
90 Greenwood Drive, Stratford

Share your knowledge of the Healthcare
sector with our future workforce. Set up a
booth and speak with local students.
Click here to register!

Questions? Please contact:

Claire Tian

519-881-2725
claire@planningboard.ca

1
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