
Forest Conservation Open House 
By-law #3836-2021 Review  and  Proposed  Updates 
Perth  East Recreation Complex  – December  10, 2025  



 

    
   

Welcome & Introductions 

Welcome 
 Warden Dean Trentowsky 
 Introductions 
 County Council 

Moderator Mike Adair 
 Welcome 
 Facility Review (washrooms, mustering point, defib location) 
 Introduce Presenters (Tyler Sager, Marvin Smith, Darrell Hawreliak) 



  
 

 
 

Agenda for Open House 

 Open House VS Council Meeting 
 Purpose of the Open House 
 Presentations 
 Frequently Asked Questions 
 Question Period 
 Comment Period 
 Closing Remarks 



   
 

  
  
  

 
 

    

  
  

 
 

    
   

 
 

Open House VS Council Meeting 

Open House 

Today’s open house is a structured 
event designed to share 
information with the public and 
collect feedback on Perth County’s 
Forest Conservation By-law. Staff 
are present to provide responses 
to the questions and listen to 
comments provided by the public. 

Council Meeting 

Municipal council meeting is a 
formal, structured session where 
elected officials follow procedural 
rules to debate matters, pass 
bylaws, and make official decisions, 
with the public usually observing 
and only participating in limited, 
regulated ways (delegations). 



 

   
      

     
  

    
  

   
  

Purpose of the Open House 

 Perth County is conducting a review of its Forest Conservation By-
Law. As part of the review process, the County is asking for 
comments and input from the public to help inform the update. 

 Feedback received today, provided directly to the Clerk or 
supplied through the online feedback form will form part of a 
report back to Council for review (2026). 

 In addition to asking for the public’s feedback, today’s session will 
also serve as a an educational resource 



Forestry Conservation By-
law Presentation 
Tyler Sager – Manager of Legislative  Services/Clerk 
Marvin Smith – Forestry Inspector 
Darrell Hawreliak  – Prosecutor 



 

   
    

     
       

  
   

 
 

   
 

Perth County Forest Status 

 Perth County's Forestry Conservation Program regulates the 
destruction or injuring of trees. This Program was enacted to help 
improve the forest, soil, fish, wildlife and water resources within the 
region by conserving and improving the woodlands and woodlots 
located within the County. 

 There are significantly fewer woodlots in Perth County than in 
comparable regions within Southwestern Ontario. Recent studies 
confirm that only 9% of Perth County land is forest-covered – this is 
substantially less than neighbouring Huron County that has 16% 
coverage. 



        
      

     
     

    
        

      

        
  

        
 

Legislated Requirement 

 Risks from poor management of woodlands and woodlots can be mitigated by 
incorporating good forestry practice, which is defined in the Forestry Act, 1990 as: 

“The proper implementation of harvest, renewal and maintenance activities known to 
be appropriate for the forest and environmental conditions under which they are 
being applied and that minimize detriments to forest values including significant 
ecosystems, important fish and wildlife habitat, soil and water quality and quantity, 
forest productivity and health and the aesthetics and recreational opportunities of the 
landscape.” 

 Adoption of Policies Municipal Act, 2001 Section 270 (1) A municipality shall adopt and 
maintain policies with respect to the following matters: 
7. The manner in which the municipality will protect and enhance the tree canopy and 
natural vegetation in the municipality.” 



 
        

 
       

 

 

     
 

 
      

    

 

     

By-law Review Timeline 

March 
2024 

• Council directed the Agricultural Working Group to review Perth County’s existing Forest Conservation 
By-law (#3836-2021) 

April/May
2024 

• Staff completed research and outreach to comparator municipalities including Oxford County regarding 
an appeal/exemption process 

July 2024 

• The Agricultural Working Group received report detailing municipal comparison, analysis and 
jurisdictional review (per Council’s direction) 

December 
2024 

• Agricultural Working Group received report with proposed updates for Forest Conservation By-law based 
on comparisons and feedback provided previously to Staff 

April 2025 

• Agricultural Working Group finalized suggested recommendations for Council regarding proposed Forest 
Conservation By-law updates 



    
     

    
 

   
        

 

Where are we at today? 

May 2025 

• Agricultural Working Group submits report to Council with proposed by-law updates including; 
clarified definitions in existing Forest Conservation by-law, addition of “windbreak” definition”, 
consolidated amendments previously passed by Council, and a proposed committee 
exemption process. 

June 2025 

• Council reviewed the proposed updates to the Forest Conservation By-law and 
directed Staff to consult with all Lower Tier municipalities and to host a public open 
house for feedback. 

Nov 2025 
• Lower Tier Roadshow for information/feedback. 



 

     
  

  

  
      

Overview: Municipal By-law Comparison 

 Request from Council: Review Oxford, Huron, Wellington and 
Chatham-Kent Forest Conservation By-laws. 

 Additional Comparisons Completed: Staff also included 
Middlesex, Bruce, and Grey Counties as comparators. 

 Full municipal comparison and literature review was included 
as an attachment in the June 5 report to Council 



   
 

   
 

   

  

Overview: Proposed Changes to By-Law 

1. Definition Clarification: Addition of orchards and Christmas tree 
farms to definitions; 

2. Windbreak Addition: Explicit description of windbreaks and 
whether they are included in regulatory limits or not; 

3. Consolidate Previous Amendments: Two amendments passed by 
Council consolidated into updated by-law; 

4. Exemption/Appeal Process: Inclusion of an exemption/appeal 
process modeled from a similar municipality (Oxford); 



   
  

  

   
   

 

    
   

Proposed Definitions 

 “Christmas Tree Plantation” means an area planted with 
appropriate tree species and managed for the production and 
sale of Christmas Trees. 

 “Cultivated Fruit or Nut Orchard” means the intentional planting 
of trees that are actively managed and maintained for food 
production as part of an Agricultural Operation. 

 “Windbreak” means a linear treed area consisting of 1 to 3 rows 
of planted trees less than 0.2 hectares or 0.5 acres in size. 



   
   

 
   

   
 

     
  

   
   

  
 

Proposed Definitions 

 "Woodlots" or ''woodlot" means land at least 0.2 hectares (or its 
equivalent of 0.5 acres) in area and no greater than 1 hectare in area, 
with at least: 
i. 200 trees of any size per 0.2 hectares; 
ii. 150 trees measuring over five (5) centimetres (2 inches) in diameter at DBH 

per 0.2 hectares; 
iii. 100 trees measuring over twelve (12) centimetres (5 inches) in diameter at

DBH per 0.2 hectares; or 
iv. 50 trees measuring over twenty (20) centimetres (8 inches) in diameter at

DBH per 0.2 hectares but does not include a cultivated fruit or nut orchard, 
a windbreak or a plantation established for the purpose of producing 
Christmas trees or nursery stock. 



    
  

  
 

Proposed Definitions 

 “Committee” means the Land Division Committee or other 
similarly constituted committee as designated by a by-law of the 
County. 

 Necessary to add the definition into the by-law if the committee 
exemption/appeal process is approved. 



 

     
     

 
   

    
  

     
       

 

Consolidation of Previous Amendments 

 Housekeeping to include two previous amendments to By-law 
3836-2021 relating to ash trees and their respective schedule into 
the updated by-law. 
1. By-law amendment 3892-2022 served to remove the sunset clause on 

Ash trees commencing in September 6, 2022. 
2. By-law 3951-2023 amended Schedule A of By-law 3836-2021 for the 

diameter requirement for species of white, green and red ash being 
Species A is deemed to be 5 cm (2 inches) at each of the four points of 
measurement. 



 Consolidation of Previous Amendments 



    

     
       

     
   

    

  

Proposed Forestry By-law Exemption/Appeal  
(Committee Decision) 

 Process modeled from Oxford County’s Forest Conservation by-law. 
 Forestry By-law Exemption/Appeal (Committee Decision) can only be made 

after a Notice of Intent is processed and a decision rendered by the Officer. 
 Land Division Committee would review the application for Forestry By-law 

Exemption/Appeal (Committee Decision). Applicant, community input and 
officer expertise can all be heard during the committee meeting prior to a 
decision. 

 In consideration of a request for an Forestry By-law Exemption/Appeal 
(Committee Decision), the Committee may: 

 grant the exemption request; 
 grant the exemption request with modifications; 
 refuse the exemption request. 



Forestry By-law Exemption/Appeal  
(Committee Decision) 



 
 

    
   

  

Next Steps… 

November 
2025 

• Complete Lower Tier Roadshow with consultation from all Councils. 

Today 

• Host Public Open House in Milverton (PERC) to inform community of the proposed 
changes and answer questions/concerns. Gather any additional public feedback. 

Early 2026 
• Return to Council with a report on the Forest Conservation By-law feedback. 



  

Prosecution Process 

Darrell N. Hawreliak - Barrister, Solicitor & Notary Public 
 Authority 
 Process 
 Sentencing 
 Conclusion 



Break 



     
   

   
  

  
     
 

  
  

   
    

     
     

Frequently Asked Questions 

Why does Perth County have a Forest Conservation By-Law? 
 Perth County’s Forest Conservation By-law protects forested areas by 

balancing environmental, economic, and land-use needs, particularly 
on privately owned agricultural land. It prevents harmful large-scale
tree clearing, supports healthy ecosystems, and preserves benefits 
like carbon storage, clean air and water, flood control, and
biodiversity. The by-law encourages selective, managed harvesting 
rather than clear-cutting, provides consistent rules and notice of 
intent processes across the county, and is authorized under Ontario’s 
Municipal Act. Overall, it ensures the long-term sustainability of the
county’s forests for current and future generations. 

Responses are for informational purposes only. 
Individuals/Organizations should obtain legal advice for your specific situation. 



  
  

   
    
       

    
    

 
     

     
    

    

     
     

Frequently Asked Questions 

Why is the County undertaking this review process? 
 Perth County is reviewing its Forest Conservation By-law to keep it effective, 

up-to-date, and aligned with current community values, environmental 
priorities, and legislation. As land use, agriculture, development, and climate
conditions have changed, the County wants to ensure the by-law continues to
protect forest cover while balancing environmental goals with landowners’ 
rights and economic activities. The review clarifies what the by-law includes; 
such as distinctions related to orchards and tree farms compares it with 
neighbouring counties and provincial policies, and gathers input from
landowners, farmers, conservation groups, and the public. Overall, the
process aims to address concerns, refine definitions, and improve
transparency in how forest conservation is managed. 

Responses are for informational purposes only. 
Individuals/Organizations should obtain legal advice for your specific situation. 



   
       

 
    

    
 

     
  

      

    
  

     
     

Frequently Asked Questions 

What are the proposed updates to the By-law? 
 Based on that research, the Agricultural Working Group proposed four main

categories of changes: 
1. Definition Clarification: Adding orchards and Christmas tree farms to our definitions 
2. Windbreak Addition: Explicitly describing windbreaks and clarifying whether

they're included in regulatory limits 
3. Consolidate Previous Amendments: Two amendments already passed by Council

will be consolidated into the updated by-law 
4. Exemption/Appeal Process: Adding a formal process modeled after Oxford County's

approach 
For more information on the DRAFT Forestry By-law please review the 
document on our website www.perthcounty.ca/forestry 

Responses are for informational purposes only. 
Individuals/Organizations should obtain legal advice for your specific situation. 

http://www.perthcounty.ca/forestry


   

     
      

    
 

  

     
     

Frequently Asked Questions 

Who are the members of the Perth County Agricultural Working 
Group? 
 The Committee consists of the Warden of the County, Mayor of 

Perth South, Deputy Mayors of Perth East, West Perth, North 
Perth, in addition to one representative from each of the 
following general farm organizations: Christian Farmers of Ontario 
(Perth County District), Perth Federation of Agriculture, National 
Farmers Union (Perth County District). 

Responses are for informational purposes only. 
Individuals/Organizations should obtain legal advice for your specific situation. 



    

  
  

      
  

   
 

     
     

Frequently Asked Questions 

Is the landowner responsible for compliance with the Forestry By-
law? 
 Yes, a landowner is responsible for knowing and understanding 

any by-laws or regulations that apply to their property including 
woodlots and woodlands. If you have questions about a wooded 
or treed area on your property, reach out directly to the Perth 
County Forestry Inspector to understand what you can/cannot do 
as a landowner under the by-law. 

Responses are for informational purposes only. 
Individuals/Organizations should obtain legal advice for your specific situation. 



 
 

     
  

  
  

     
    

 

     
     

Frequently Asked Questions 

Can I do selective logging on my property? 
 Considerable logging is carried out each year in Perth County 

according to regulations set out in the By-law. The process to log 
simply involves registering a “Notice of Intent” form through the 
County and contact is made with the Forestry Inspector 
before/after the logging operation occurs. If you have questions 
about how this process works or are interested in learning more 
about logging the woodlots/woodlands on your property, reach 
out to the Perth County Forestry Inspector to learn more. 

Responses are for informational purposes only. 
Individuals/Organizations should obtain legal advice for your specific situation. 



   
 

      
  
    

 

     
     

Frequently Asked Questions 

What is the process to cut down dead trees? 
 The By-law applies only to living trees located in a woodland or 

woodlot within the County. If you have questions or concerns 
about cutting down dead trees within a woodlot/woodland area, 
please contact Marvin Smith to confirm prior to 
injuring/destroying any trees on your property. 

Responses are for informational purposes only. 
Individuals/Organizations should obtain legal advice for your specific situation. 



 
     

  
    

      
     

        
        
        

     
     

Frequently Asked Questions 

Can I trim trees along my fields or that are protruding over cropland areas? 
 Certainly, where branches from woodland/woodlot trees are protruding over 

cropland, they can be trimmed. There are local contractors with specialized 
equipment for carrying out this work safely with minimal tree injury. An 
excavator ("hy-hoe") bucket is generally an inappropriate tool for such work. 

 Pruning or trimming a tree is generally not done (rarely if at all?) in a woodlot 
or woodland except along the boundary between a farm field and the 
woodlot or woodland. If done properly in accordance with good forestry 
practice, and on advance notice to the County, this should not be an issue. 

Responses are for informational purposes only. 
Individuals/Organizations should obtain legal advice for your specific situation. 



  
    

     
   

  

     
     

Frequently Asked Questions 

Can I remove trees on my property to build a structure? 
 The lower tier municipality usually verifies that issuance of a 

building permit does not conflict with the By-law.  If a building 
permit is then issued for a specific location on a property, tree 
removal can take place according to the appropriate regulation in 
the By-law. 

Responses are for informational purposes only. 
Individuals/Organizations should obtain legal advice for your specific situation. 



   
      

      
   

        
  

    
      

   
   

   

     
     

Frequently Asked Questions 

How can I plant a windbreak on my farm so that it doesn't negatively impact my 
ability to farm, to move farm equipment on my property, and to avoid the 
windbreak being considered a woodlot as it grows in future? 
 The best way is to seek the opinion of the By-law enforcement officer at the 

planning stage. Most one-row field windbreaks do not meet the definition of 
a woodlot as set out in the By-law because of size of area, density of trees 
within the windbreak, or species of trees not being listed in Schedule "A" of 
the By-law.  Windbreaks can be designed to be discontinuous for woodlot 
purposes by using existing natural gaps such as municipal drains, farm 
laneways, and field entrances, or by intentionally planting a section of the 
windbreak with a tree species not listed in Schedule "A". 

Responses are for informational purposes only. 
Individuals/Organizations should obtain legal advice for your specific situation. 



  

     
 

   
  

    
  

     
     

Frequently Asked Questions 

Does Perth County replant trees? 
 Perth County has a formal policy (Policy PW–2.03.1, approved 

July 2, 2000) that requires offering replacement trees to property 
owners when trees are removed during County road construction 
projects. Under Council Resolution P33/2000, the Director of 
Public Works (or designate) is authorized to offer these 
replacement trees directly. Any significant or controversial 
matters may still be brought to Council for information. 

Responses are for informational purposes only. 
Individuals/Organizations should obtain legal advice for your specific situation. 



    
   

 
   

  
   

 
    

Question Period 

 Individuals who would like to ask a question are required to 
obtain a ticket slip from staff. When your number is called please 
proceed to the microphone. 

 Please be respectful and all questions are directed through the 
moderator to staff only. 

 Each individual will be allotted 3 minutes and must yield the floor 
upon completion of the time. 

 Repetitive questions will not be answered. 



Break 



       
   

 
    

 
   

Comment Period 

 Individuals who would like to provide a comment are required to 
obtain a ticket slip from staff. When your number is called please 
proceed to the microphone. 

 Please be respectful and all comments are directed through the 
moderator to staff only. 

 Each individual will be allotted 3 minutes and must yield the floor 
upon completion of the time. 



    
 

  

Closing Remarks 

 Warden Dean Trentowsky closing remarks 
 Reminder of the online feedback form available until December 

17, 2025 – available at www.perthcounty.ca/forestry 
 Thank you to all those in attendance 

http://www.perthcounty.ca/forestry
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