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OPPORTUNITIES
Your look at Cultivating Opportunity

in Perth County

#ProsperInPerthCounty
Rural communities everywhere are often
known as the place young people move
away from, and here at Perth County, we
want to change that. Young professionals
can live their dream lives in rural Perth
County, and the #ProsperInPerthCounty
project helps show them just how possible
this is!

number of positons, average wages and more. In November,
Perth County will be organizing an exciting event in spirit of this
project that brings together youth from throughout the County
for a pitch competition aimed at finding innovative solutions to
local issues.

The Prosper in Perth County initiative has many branches,
including Youth Profiles, company and student videos, career
cards, and a Youth Leadership Day. The numerous youth
profiles showcase successful local youth and highlight why
they are happy to stay in Perth County to build their careers.
The company videos give you a back stage pass into these
companies and young professionals that work there. It sheds
light on the breadth of opportunities and variety of positions
in these sectors– from working in production, sales, finance,
technology, science, logistics, maintenance, management and
more. Students from Listowel District Secondary School (LDSS)
were also interviewed for one of the videos, exploring their
perceptions of remaining in Perth County to work and live and
what they knew about the local job market. The manufacturing
and agriculture career cards showcase the breadth of
opportunities available in these sectors, skills required, the

To see the videos or learn more about this project, visit
perthcounty.ca/en/doing-business/prosper-in-perth-county.aspx

We want to show youth that they can build a successful
career here and have a great quality of life. Companies have
reported that the difficulties of attracting labour are impacting
their ability to grow and succeed – providing youth with the
exposure to the many opportunities available in the County is
extremely important.

“The agriculture
industry is continually
taking on new
technologies and
innovations.
It will rely on young
leaders and young
ideas.”
Janelle, Producer Representative,
Gray Ridge Egg Farms
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welder | production supervisor | machinist | production labourer | assembler | summer student positions
warehouse worker | shipping and receiving | operations supervisor | millwright CNC machinist
CNC programmer | robotics | materials manager | supervisor | plant manager | tool and die maker
human resource manager | administrative support | engineer | purchasing and contract manager | electrician
mixing/blending machine operator | quality control | coatings specialist | heavy equipment operator
automated equipment technician | quality control inspector | safety technician | heavy machine operator
light machine operator | configuration analyst | test engineer | project manager | product marketing analyst

a career in

MANUFACTURING
isn’t “just a factory job”

Manufacturers are innovators.
Using leading edge technology, they design, test and
distribute products that enhance people’s lives.

100+
different kinds of
manufacturing positions
in Perth County at all
education levels.

78%
of employers in
Perth County plan
to hire this year.

8000+
people work in
the manufacturing
industry in
Perth County.

#ProsperInPerthCounty

perthcounty.ca

For job opportunities in Perth County visit opportunityliveshere.ca/jobs
Sources: Four County Labour Market Planning Board, Stats Can

© 2018 Corporation of the County of Perth Photos TerryManzo.com Design CreativeFeats.com
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advertising specialist | marketing and communications manager | regional sales manager | account manager
crop specialist | soil scientist | soil surveyor | fertilizer sales representative | plant breeder | plant geneticist
soil conservationist | farm supply representative | structural engineer | irrigation engineer | food engineer
sanitary/waste handling | bioprocessing engineer | machine design engineer | livestock production manager
feed sales/management | livestock procurement | livestock insurance representative | farm management
stable management | livestock feedlot operator | ranch/farm hand | veterinarian | veterinary technician | animal
scientist/geneticist | food chemist | food product research and development | quality assurance | accountant
accounting manager | administrative assistant | government/stakeholder relations | financial service rep
agricultural lawyer/legal assistant | agricultural show office clerk | research assistant | maintenance manager

AGRICULTURE
the field is bigger than you think

The agriculture sector includes careers that reach beyond the farm,
employing people in research, science, finance, management, animal
nutrition, custom equipment operation, marketing and more.

4 jobs
exist for every Ontario
Agriculture College
graduate with a
bachelor’s degree.

78%
of employers in
Perth County plan
to hire this year.

3900+
people at all education
levels work in the
agricultural industry
in Perth County.

#ProsperInPerthCounty

perthcounty.ca

For job opportunities in Perth County visit opportunityliveshere.ca/jobs
Sources: Four County Labour Market Planning Board, Stats Can

© 2018 Corporation of the County of Perth Photos TerryManzo.com Design CreativeFeats.com
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SPOTLIGHT ON

BUSINESS
North Perth

MacCannell’s Woodshop
Launched through Summer
Company Program
LDSS student Marshall MacCannell has a passion for
woodwork, and he took action to turn that passion into a
business with the help of the Ontario Summer Company
program and Stratford Perth Centre for Business!

MacCannell’s Woodshop, which officially
opened the day after this school year
finished, on June 27th, offers custom made
wood products such as shelves, tables,
racks, and more. Marshall can tackle any
project small or large.
Marshall attends LDSS where he continuously improves
his education and skills with woodworking through the
many different trades classes offered at the school – he
even received awards of excellence in Construction and
Woodworking!
Marshall utilized the services of Summer Company to startup his business. Summer Company is a program of the
government of Ontario that helps young people between 15
and 29 years old start and run their own summer business by
providing funding, advice and services. The Stratford Perth
Centre for Business delivered this program for Marshall. Once
you’re accepted into this program, you’ll receive: an award
of up to $3,000, a first payment of up to $1,500 for startup costs, a second payment of up to $1,500 once you’ve
successfully completed the program, hands-on coaching, and
mentoring from business leaders in your community and from
your program provider. Marshall said, “I would completely
recommend the Summer Company program to any student
out there with a skill they want to express by making their

own business out of it.” MacCannell used his grant money to
purchase several power tools and saws, and other necessities
to get his business up and running. The North Perth Chamber
of Commerce also helped him get started by allocating
MacCannell space at the 2018 Home and Lifestyle Show in
May.
Marshall explained, “People say if you enjoy your job, it’s
not really a job and I love to build and create something
out of nothing like as I did as a kid with Lego, but now it’s
with wood.” Marshall says he likes having a business within
North Perth because there are plenty of local hardware and
supply stores to find materials for his projects. MacCannell’s
Woodshop hopes to be able to expand in the future, but says
expansion plans will depend on demand from the public for
his products. “I’m just a 17 year old trying to make something
of myself” said Marshall
MacCannell’s Woodshop is located in Listowel and is open
9am-5pm Monday-Friday. You can find him on Facebook at
@MacCannellWoodshop or email any questions/orders at
mmaccannell@icloud.com.

If you need this information or any document contained
in this newsletter provided in another format, please
contact our Accessibility Coordinator for assistance at
519-271-0531 ext. 141 or accessibility@perthcounty.ca
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SPOTLIGHT ON

BUSINESS
Perth East

Shakespeare Brewing Co. Turns 1!
On July 15th Shakespeare Brewing Co. celebrated one year of being
in business!

This micro-brewery located in Shakespeare
is owned and operated by husband and wife
entrepreneurs, Aydan and Katie. What started
as a dream of theirs while travelling through
Europe in 2014, has flourished into a very
unique and successful business in Perth East!
Shakespeare Brewing Co. offers a wide assortment of farm to
table beers, such as the milk stout ‘Classy Cow’, blueberry wheat
‘Bumbling Bear’ and the farmhouse ale ‘Heavy Horse’. Aydan and
Katie believe in beer made with Ontario grown ingredients for
a true Ontario taste, with a mission to redefine what local craft
beer means. Shakespeare Brewing Co. brews with Ontario grown
barley and 100% Ontario grown hops as certified by the Ontario
Hop Growers Association, all while supporting other small local
businesses.
All beers are available to purchase in 500ml bottles, 473ml cans
or growlers. Beer is also available to drink on-site, and in the nice
weather the patio will be open to enjoy! This winter, Shakespeare
Brewing Co. is hoping to expand their brewing equipment to better
support their growing demand.“We love chatting to all of our
customers and hearing about how they found us and what other
aspects of the area they are enjoying. We also love getting to know
all of our local supporters. We would definitely recommend Perth
County to other entrepreneurs because there is such a great split of
tourists and locals that want to help support local businesses. It’s a
great community to be in!” said Katie.

Connect with drivers and riders from all over
Southwestern Ontario.
Share rides to work, school and events with
neighbours, co-workers, old and new friends.

regionalrideshare.ca

Save money, time and fuel and minimize your
carbon footprint!

Areas Served
Huron County
Lambton County
London
Middlesex County
Oxford County

Perth County
St. Marys
St. Thomas
Stratford
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SPOTLIGHT ON

BUSINESS
Perth South

This summer a quiet rural area in Perth
South was a flurry of activity due to an
unexpected event – a movie filming!
Located in a hay field, a dilapidated church
exterior was built south of St. Pauls for
use as a movie set for an upcoming horror
movie.
“In The Tall Grass” is a feature-length film adaptation based
on the novella jointly written by Stephen King and his son Joe
Hill which is being produced for Netflix. The story is about a
brother and sister driving through Kansas on a road trip. They
stop near an old church to get their bearings and suddenly
hear cries for help in a field of tall grass next door. They try
to rescue to victim only to find that they too seem to be lost
in the grass. The film is written and directed by Vincenzo
Natali and producers include Matt Riley (Bad Teacher), Toronto
based Copperheart’s Steve Hoban (Ginger Snaps) and L.A.
based Mosaic’s Jimmy Miller (The Lazarus Effect). Netflix will
distribute the film worldwide in 2019.
The film’s cast includes Patrick Wilson (Fargo), Laysla De
Oliveira (Needle in a Timestack), Harrison Gilbertson (Upgrade),
Avery Whitted (Sydney Hall), Rachel Wilson (Impulse) and Will
Buie Jr. (Bunk’d).

Ontario. This large film industry is supported with funding from
the federal government as well. In the fall of 2017 Canadian
Heritage Minister Melanie Joly outlined the government’s
creative strategy that included an agreement with streaming
company Netflix to spend at least $500 million over five years
on Canadian productions. Given this funding agreement and
increased popularity of streaming services, Netflix filming in
Ontario will increase in the coming years.
The greater Perth South area, including St. Marys and Stratford
has benefited economically from the filming through meals,
accommodations, construction materials and a variety of
services sourced locally.
Staff and Council wish to thank residents for their support and
patience during the set construction and filming. We were
pleased with the filming experience and welcome similar
opportunities in the future within Perth South.

The film production company selected Perth South from
several other Ontario sites due to the grasses that are grown by
local farmer, which includes Miscanthus grass. This grass can
grow up to 3.5 meters tall in one growing season which made
it an ideal setting for a movie set in a vast field of tall grass.
The film set has attracted a lot of attention from both media
outlets and the public who have travelled from across
southwestern Ontario to get a glimpse of the church. Those
who did travel to the site were not disappointed. A great deal
of time and effort went into the construction of the structure
that was built with 100% new parts but looked as if it had
been standing in the field for many years.
Filming in Ontario is big business. According to the Ontario
Media Development Company (OMDC), Ontario is one of
the largest film and television centres in North America with
economic contributions of film and television supported by
the Province of Ontario valued at $1.6 billion in 2017 and
also supported 32,800 full-time direct and spin off jobs in

(Perth South Council and staff on the set of “In The Tall Grass” . L-R
BR: Councillor Bill Jeffrey, Councillor Melinda Zurbrigg, Director of
Public Works Ken Bettles, Crystal Cyr, Tax Clerk, Councillor Cathy
Barker, Clerk Lizet Scott; FR: Councillor Stuart Arkett, Councillor
Sam Corriveau, Chief Building Official Martin Feeney, Administrator/
Treasurer Rebecca Clothier, Deputy Mayor Jim Aitcheson and Mayor
Bob Wilhelm.)
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SPOTLIGHT ON

Making Dreams Come True

BUSINESS
West Perth

White Spruce Acres is a wedding event
venue that perfectly marries elegant
and rustic with its clean white tent and
vintage-inspired accents, tucked away
amidst gorgeous natural surroundings.
White Spruce Acres is centrally located in Staffa, ON. and
books just one event per weekend, allowing each couple
exclusive weekend access for a Saturday wedding, with
their wedding season running from June through until the
end of September.
“We opened our first official wedding season in July of
2018 with our first wedding, but construction to the site
began in the fall of 2016. We mainly focus in the wedding
industry but have lots of plans for the future and hope to
potentially expand to book other types of events as well.
We’re constantly dreaming about all of the new things that
we want to bring to the venue and we use each experience
as a learning opportunity to keep growing and ensure
we’re providing our couples with the best experience.” said
husband and wife owners, Jessica and Beau.
When asked about the inspiration behind this business, the
pair explained, “We held our own wedding on the family
farm in the summer of 2014. Beau’s parents own and live
on the 150-acre property that the venue is on so it’s a very

special place to us. The experience of planning and having our
own wedding was made even more amazing by being able to have
it in this rural setting. We wanted to be able to share that with
other couples who have always dreamed of an outdoor wedding,
especially as there aren’t a lot of outdoor tented venues around
or people don’t always know someone with farm property to host
such a big event.”
Perth County is always thrilled to welcome new businesses to
the area, and White Spruce Acres is just as excited to be opening
their doors in West Perth, “We love being from a small, close-knit
community where you can really get to know your neighbours
and local business partners. Everyone is very supportive and
welcoming - especially in the wedding industry!” Find out more
about this awesome new business at www.whitespruceacres.com.

Events Calendar
Stay up to date on what’s going
on around Perth County by checking
out our Events Calendar!

Heron Business Park
West Perth Council has decided to brand
its new business park in Mitchell the
Heron Business Park! The Municipality of
West Perth has very effectively used the
“Heron” brand in many instances, and
the proximity of the new business park to
the West Perth Wetlands further supports
once again utilizing the Heron brand.
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Stratford Perth Community
Foundation Announces New
Executive Director
The Board of Directors for the Stratford Perth
Community Foundation (SPCF) is pleased to
announce Heidi Culliton has been selected
to lead the Community Foundation which
celebrates its 15th anniversary in 2019.
Ms. Culliton is a dynamic leader and community champion
with an extensive background in the not-for-profit sector.
Over the past 20 years, Ms. Culliton held leadership roles at
the MLSE Foundation with Maple Leaf Sports + Entertainment,
The Argos Foundation, Rose Cherry’s Hospice and Respite
Home, and currently Ms. Culliton is the Vice President of
Development and Marketing with The Sunshine Foundation
of Canada, a national charitable organization headquartered
in London, ON. From 2012 to 2014 Ms. Culliton was the
Executive Director of SPCF. During her tenure, Ms. Culliton
advanced the organization’s fund development plan and
secured a vital operational grant from the Ontario Trillium
Foundation to resource its community investment strategy to
establish six Smart & Caring Community Funds representing
Stratford, St. Marys and each geographic region of Perth
County. The Board of Directors and staff realized this
important achievement in 2017 with close to $500,000 in
endowed funds donated by generous citizens.
“Every day the Community Foundation movement improves
our quality of life,” says Heidi Culliton. “Community
Foundations bring together people who care about making a
lasting difference with the charitable organizations addressing
the most pressing needs. I am thrilled to be selected to
lead the Stratford Perth Community Foundation and look
forward to working with the Board of Directors, staff, and
supporters across the region to continue to build endowed
legacies entrusted to the Foundation and, by doing so, expand
community investment.”
Ms. Culliton lives in Stratford with her family. Ms. Culliton
officially joins SPCF on October 9, 2018.

FALL 2018

SPCF UPDATES
Grant Information Sessions
Does your community program or project need funding?
Perhaps you’re interested in learning more about the
Community Foundation’s grant program. Join us for our Grant
Information Sessions this fall to answer your questions about
our grant program and funding opportunities for charities and
non-profits across Perth County.
WEST PERTH Oct. 23 at 7 pm to 8:30, New Room, Mitchell
Recreation Centre
PERTH EAST Oct. 30 at 7 pm to 8:30, Perth East Recreation
Centre, Milverton
PERTH SOUTH Nov. 7 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm, Perth South
Municipal Office, 3191 County Rd 122
Other dates TBD. Please check our website for updates.
VITAL CONVERSATION | Belonging: Youth Edition
Wednesday, November 14th 4-6pm
Stratford Rotary Complex, Community Hall A
353 McCarthy Road, Stratford ON
As humans, we have a natural, fundamental need to belong - to
one another, to our friends and family, to our culture and to our
community. Having a sense of belonging is as important as food
and shelter. It makes us feel like we’re not in this alone. The
youth in our communities are important and we want them to
know this is their community and we want them here - now and
in the future! In September we asked our youth ‘What makes
you feel like you belong in your community?’ and we’ll take the
top themes from their responses and invite them to participate
in our Vital Conversation in November to help create solutions
to increase their sense of belonging within their community.
What is a Vital Conversation?
A Vital Conversation is a facilitated discussion with community
members and organizations to learn more about the trends
impacting the local quality of life. The conversations are used
as a starting point to identify local priorities and mobilize a
community into action.
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Are you a Perth County employer looking to
find talent to fill positions?
Immploy links you, your company, and your professional networks
to effective immigrant employment tools and resources. Visit
www.immploy.ca for more information.”

REGIONAL FORUM
RURAL NEWCOMER INTEGRATION
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 30, 2018
Blue Mountain Resort – Village Conference Centre
8:30am to 4:00pm $40 Registration

An employer focused forum to share best practices in expanding your workforce through
newcomer attraction and retention strategies to help solve labour shortages.
KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Lionel Laroche Ph.D., P.Eng.
REGISTER: https://regionalforum2018.eventbrite.ca
Accommodations at Blue Mountain Resort available through the registration link for $99-$109/night

BONUS SESSION:

HOUSING MODELS TO GROW COMMUNITIES
THURSDAY NOVEMBER 29, 2018
7:00 to 8:30pm
Blue Mountain Resort
FREE Registration, limited seating
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North Perth Chamber of Commerce
Business Excellence Awards
The North Perth Chamber of Commerce’s Business Excellence Awards program
is designed to recognize excellence in business, foster innovation, economic
growth, celebrate successes, encourage a focus on sustainability and corporate
citizenship. A strong and vibrant private sector is the key to a better quality of life
for all our citizens.
The North Perth Chamber of Commerce is proud to recognize the leaders of our
business community and acknowledge their service
their contributions, and their accomplishments! The
Chamber is hosting a beautiful banquet celebrating
business in North Perth on Wed. Oct. 24 at the
Listowel Ag Society hall. Details are on the Chamber
website: npchamber.com

Expansion of Services at
North Perth Women’s
Resource Centre
Optimism Place provides a wide variety of services to
Perth County women who have experienced abuse by
an intimate partner. Reaching out for help is never easy
and we recognize it is even more challenging when you
live outside of Stratford. An office in North Perth was
developed to help reduce barriers to accessing support.
Until September 2018, our services have been limited to
set appointments due to finding limitations. We are very
pleased to announce the expansion of our North Perth
hours. This has been made possible through the generous
financial support of North Perth 100 Women Who Care
and Oak Tree Financial.
The North Perth Support Worker and Community
Developer will be in our office at 145 Argyle St.,
Listowel on Tuesdays and Thursdays. This will offer more
consistent office hours for women seeking services and
for community development and initiatives. We are
working to make this temporary arrangement permanent
through other funding opportunities. To find out more
about our services, please visit optimismplace.com.
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Connect 2 Skills Program
The Four County Labour Market Planning Board launched “Connect 2 Skills” as a pilot project in 2017 and it will be continuing this
year throughout Perth County. The purpose of this program is to prepare adults for jobs in the Manufacturing Sector in Perth County.
If you are an employer or student that is interested in getting involved, contact Jason at 226-921-7194 or jason@planningboard.ca
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New Online Engagement
Platform
Perth County’s member municipalities have also started using
the new online engagement platform! This online platform
gives the public more tools to engage with the townships
and municipalities on important projects in the community
and play an active role in shaping the community! This space
is about empowering, meaningful and respective dialogue.
We all look forward to hearing new ideas, fielding questions
and working together to build our Perth County and all of its
member municipalities! For example, North Perth is currently
seeking public feedback on their Pedestrian Crossovers Review
and Upgrade report, and this tool makes providing that
feedback easier.

Perth County is excited to announce that the Economic
Development Association of Canada presented our
Economic Development and Tourism department with
the 2018 Promotional Event Award for our Tourism
Familiarization Tour at EDAC’s 2018 Marketing Canada
Awards!

Register Your Business To Attend
MDHS’s ‘Career Path Planning Day’

Get your
tartan on!

The Perth County Tartan
commemorates the 150th Anniversary
of Canada and is one-of-a-kind, having
passed through the Scottish Tartans
Authority to ensure it isn’t too close
to any other registered tartan and
receiving approval from the Scottish
Register of Tartans.
You can get your very own at
MacLeods Scottish Shop (and on their
website) and at The Stratford Perth
Museum!

Are you a business or organization in Perth County
interested in connecting with 500+ youth?
Mitchell District High School’s “Career Path Planning Day” on November
20th, 2018 is the perfect opportunity to continue building strong
connections with students and help retain youth in Perth County by
sharing your business through interactions with students at display
booths located in the gym. Participating in this Career Path Planning
Day is a great way to promote your business or organization to the
workforce of tomorrow!
This event has a limited number of spots (33), so will run on a first come
first serve basis. Register your business by contacting the school at
519-348-8495 attn. Mr. Keller or email nicholas.keller@ed.amdsb.ca.
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Glads Galore with
The Crazy Glad Lady

Perth South

Have you heard of The Crazy Glad Lady? The Crazy Glad
Lady farm-gate business, owned and operated by Laura
Good, sells an incredible selection of glads as well as in
season produce. It is located at 4667 Line 20 in Perth
South, and is open 24 hours a day from about mid-July
through to the end of pumpkin season! “We have now
been open for 11 seasons. At first, our business started
to provide flowers for the annual cemetery decoration
service in nearby Avonbank, where all of our family for
generations has been buried, and to make a few dollars for
our kids. Since then we have grown to produce about two
acres of glads and a half acre of pumpkins!” said Laura.
When asked what they like most about having a business
in Perth County, Laura explained, “every person who
stops by is so friendly and has nothing but glowing compliments about our
flowers”. Even if you’re not interested in buying flowers, Laura invites the
public to consider stopping by just to see the breathtaking display in midAugust – “We have over 20 buckets of glads in every colour of the rainbow,
and this year even an almost black.” said Laura. The glads themselves are
excellent for cut arrangements for your home, weddings, or decoration
service needs. You can follow this blooming business on Twitter and
Facebook and with the hashtag #TheCrazyGladLady!

The Good family has been
farming in Canada for over 175
years, and Perth County is where
they have always called home.

BEER

PIZZA
THU
OCT
11
11AM
to
4PM

SMALL BUSINESS

H A PP Y H O U R
Oct obe r 25, 4 pm - 6pm
J OB S ITE BR EWERY, 45 C a mbri a St . St rat f o r d
WE BUY THE PIZZA, YOU BUY YOUR BEER!
Re gis t er FRE E: S tr a tfo r d Per th Bu s i nes s. c a
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Perth County is developing
a new County Official Plan
The Official Plan is a strategic
planning document that guides the
long-term vision for the growth and
development of the communities
within Perth County including the
Municipalities of North Perth, and
West Perth, and the Townships of
Perth East and Perth South.
“We would like your input to identify areas of the
current Official Plan which may need to be reviewed
during this process. Input received from the public will
be considered in the development of the new County
Official Plan.” said Allan Rothwell, Director of Planning
& Development for Perth County.
In addition to a meeting that was held on September
12, Perth County is also encouraging public
input by filling out an online survey by visiting:
yoursayperthcounty.ca/new-county-official-plan

SPOTLIGHT ON

BUSINESS
Perth East

The Official Plan determines how Perth County will
manage issues such as: agriculture; growth; housing;
employment; and natural heritage conservation both
now and into the future. The new Official Plan will
incorporate updated provincial policy to guide Perth
County in making intelligent and informed planning
decisions.
This project is being completed in a coordinated fashion
with the County and local municipalities’ Strategic
Plans and Asset Management Plans, in order to build a
comprehensive strategy from which Perth County can
cultivate new opportunities.
For more information or to participate in a
survey or forum about this topic, please visit:
yoursayperthcounty.ca/ and look for the link to the
“New County Official Plan”.
For questions please contact Allan Rothwell, Director of
Planning & Development, at arothwell@perthcounty.ca
or 519-271-0531 ext. 410.

Magpie Cottage Grand Opening
Congratulations to Magpie Cottage on their incredible store
opening! Magpie Cottage is a Canadian countryside boutique
located in Newton that sells a variety of gorgeous handmade
items ranging from home decor to fashion to beauty products.
Welcome to Perth County Magpie Cottage!

15

Perth County Economic Development Office
Reach out to us today. Your business is our pleasure!

perthcounty.ca

1 Huron Street, Stratford, ON N5A 5S4
T. 519-271-0531 x150 F. 519-271-6265
E. ecdev@perthcounty.ca

CULTIVATING OPPORTUNITY IN PERTH COUNTY

FALL 2018

SPOTLIGHT ON

DG’s Pro Tech

BUSINESS
North Perth

Dustin Golley understands how beneficial it is to have a
mentor as a young worker.
Originally from Bruce County, Dustin discovered his passion
for automotive and truck maintenance and repair while
working at local and city dealerships. It was while working
in Kitchener that Dustin really enhanced his knowledge and
skills in the trade through mentorship from a Sales Manager
with a passion for teaching.
With strong knowledge and skills under his belt and the
realization that city life wasn’t for him, Dustin moved to
North Perth in 2006. Working as an apprentice, Dustin
performed automotive and repair work after hours and
started selling performance parts. Fast forward to 2015 and
Dustin officially opened his business DG’s Pro Tech, located
outside of Listowel.

DG’s Pro Tech is a general automotive
repair shop, specializing in fleet services
and diesel performance. They pride
themselves in quality, welcoming and
honest service that is reflected in their
confident and loyal customer base. To
assist in their customers’ busy lives, DG’s
Pro Tech also offers free pick up and drop
off service.
DG’s has continued to grow since 2015. Dustin now employs
four licensed technicians, an apprentice, two office staff and
two co-op students and has outgrown his original location.
The business is currently in the process of renovating a larger
shop on Maitland Ave. S. in Listowel to fit their needs.
Dustin and his wife Sara, who is responsible for Human
Resources and Accounts Receivable duties at DG’s Pro
Tech, are strong believers in supporting Listowel District
Secondary School’s co-op program. They strive to participate
in the program every term as it gives students experience in
trades like theirs and helps encourage youth to stay in North
Perth following high school. They have also supported LDSS
with a monetary co-op award during the commencement
ceremonies in hopes that this will encourage furthering the
education of youth entering a trade.

Dustin and Sara Golley, owners of DG’s Pro Tech, outside of
their new location at 490 Maitland Ave. S., Listowel.

Although co-op students may not have skills or knowledge
in automotive maintenance and repair when coming to DG’s,
Dustin and Sara operate with the motto “you can’t teach
attitude but you can teach skill”.
“After the experience and skills I gained working in the city, I
recognize the importance and benefit to helping teach students
or apprentices who possess the drive and work ethic that’s
important in the trades, as well as a passion for automotive
work. By participating in the high school’s co-op program, we’ve
been able to train potential employees at no cost, as well as
help students figure out if a career in the trades is right for
them”, says Dustin.
As they work through renovations and prepare for the move to
their new home in October 2018, Dustin is confident that DG’s
will continue to require additional employees and encourages
youth to consider doing a trades apprenticeship following high
school.
“The trades offer an opportunity for a career that is as
financially sound as one someone would have through college
or university. If you want to work with your head and your
hands on a daily basis, and have drive and passion, then trades
like automotive maintenance and repair is for you,” says Dustin.
Visit www.dgsprotech.com for more information on the services
offered by DG’s Pro Tech. You can also find them on Facebook
@DGsProTech.

16

Perth County Economic Development Office
Reach out to us today. Your business is our pleasure!

perthcounty.ca

1 Huron Street, Stratford, ON N5A 5S4
T. 519-271-0531 x150 F. 519-271-6265
E. ecdev@perthcounty.ca

CULTIVATING OPPORTUNITY IN PERTH COUNTY

FALL 2018

An Innovative New Pilot
for training Newcomers for
Construction Employment in the
Construction Sector
Technical Training Group (TTG) was awarded funding this year by
the Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities (MTCU) through
its Skills Catalyst Fund to deliver a Newcomer Introductory
Construction-Focused Workforce Integration Pilot project.

This 23-week training program is specifically
designed for newcomers to Canada (within
the last 10 years) who are 18-50 years of
age and are interested in working in the
construction sector.
The main objective of this pilot is to bring together education,
training, and employment service providers to deliver in-demand
skills training to an underrepresented group and help bridge
the skills gap that is an ongoing concern in our community and
across Ontario.
This is a collaborative effort with our community partners and
brings their collective strengths to the table to help build a
program that takes into consideration the specific needs of its
client group. This provides a remedy to resolve barriers and
obstacles to employment and focuses on the training and safety
requirements needed to prepare participants to be ready for
work in the construction sector.

This collaboration will help develop a new and
innovative model that improves local, much needed
employment prospects by providing newcomers with
the necessary skills, supports and tools required to
address the demand by local employers.
Shawn Bontaine Business Manager, Technical Training Group

The program started on July 23, 2018, in Stratford, with 12
participants, primarily from Syria, who currently attend training
four nights a week, as well two Saturdays per month.
Participants are learning a range of basic hands-on carpentry
skills, such as roofing, framing, drywall installation, and flooring,
along with other specialized construction-focused training in line
with the skills urgently needed by local industry. This hands-on
training takes place at St. Michael Catholic Secondary School in
its tech facilities.

To assist with any potential language barriers, translation
supports within the program include an onsite Arabic speaking
translator and each trainee is supplied with a tablet with
translation applications. Work boots and basic carpentry tools
are also provided.

After teaching the TTG Construction PreApprenticeship Multiple Trades Exposure Program for
the past eight years, as well as 23 years of high school
teaching, this group of men are the hardest working
students that I have had the privilege of teaching.
These gentlemen come in and listen to every word
and do their very best to develop and hone the skills
that I am working to pass on to them. They start every
class by shaking my hand and greeting me and leave
that same way with a thank you. I very much support
these men and feel they are going to make excellent
tradespeople in our communities.
Mark Flanagan TTG Carpentry Instructor and SHSM, SCWI, Co-op,
Tech, OYAP Leader for the Huron-Perth Catholic District School
Board

Additional training takes place at The Centre for Employment
& Learning in Stratford and includes ESL training focused
on construction workplace-related issues and terminology,
Canadian workplace culture, as well as basic trade math,
employment prep, resume development (in partnership with
Conestoga Career Centre), along with safety awareness training
and certification.
continued on next page
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continued from previous page

We recognized that newcomer participants have
related work experience and transferable skills, but
may not necessarily be sure how these relate to the
Canadian workplace as workplace requirements and
regulations relating to health and safety, along with
work practices are often different in other countries.
Programs like this help newcomers to learn the
language and understand how the workplace works in
Canada so they can be successful when they transition
into employment within the construction sector.
Erin Jones Site Coordinator - Lead for ESL Programs, The Centres
for Employment & Learning of the Avon Maitland District School
Board

In late October trainees will enter into a paid 9-week
construction work placement opportunity, with the goal of
transitioning into long-term, full-time employment with these
employers.
This pilot program is a collaborative employment model
designed to develop the necessary skills and to implement a
smooth and safe workplace integration for newcomers and help
address the labour market shortage challenging industries in
our area. The Centre for Employment & Learning and Conestoga
Career Centre (Stratford offices) are partnering with TTG to
deliver the program.
TTG and its partners hope this training pilot will serve as a model
to help establish some best practices to facilitate a Canadian
work experience for newcomers and these can be built upon to
serve other underrepresented groups in rural localities across
Ontario.
TTG is a Training Delivery Agent (TDA) for the Welder
Apprenticeship Levels 1-3 and Metal Fabricator Apprenticeship
Levels 1-3. TTG also offers Pre-Apprenticeship Multiple Trades
Exposure Training Programs, Newcomer Skills Training, as
well as Trade Readiness Training, Youth Trades Exposure
workshops for kids aged 7-14, Working At Heights Training
and recertification, and Custom Training for Individuals and
Companies.
For more information, email info@technicaltraininggroup.org or
call 519-801-8641. www.technicaltraininggroup.org

Retirement of TTG’s Executive
Director, Virginia Lambdin
It is with mixed emotions and sincere gratitude that
the Technical Training Group (TTG) Board of Directors
announces the retirement of Executive Director, Virginia
Lambdin, after more than 12 years with the organization.
Virginia has played a critical role in the development
and ongoing success of TTG and has been instrumental
in helping TTG acquire Training Delivery Agent (TDA)
status for the Welder Apprenticeship and Metal Fabricator
Apprenticeship Levels 1-3. Under Virginia’s leadership,
TTG now also offers Pre-Apprenticeship Multiple Trades
Exposure Training Programs, Newcomer Skills Training, as
well as Trade Readiness Training and Youth Trades Exposure
workshops for children aged 7-14.
We cannot thank Virginia enough for her remarkable
accomplishments on behalf of the organization, as well as
for her dedication, vision and leadership.
Virginia will be greatly missed by the TTG Staff, Board
members and partners alike and we wish her all the best in
her well-deserved retirement.
Effective, September 1, 2018, Cavell Fraser, a long-serving
TTG Board member, has taken over the TTG Executive
Director position.

18

Perth County Economic Development Office
Reach out to us today. Your business is our pleasure!

perthcounty.ca

1 Huron Street, Stratford, ON N5A 5S4
T. 519-271-0531 x150 F. 519-271-6265
E. ecdev@perthcounty.ca

CULTIVATING OPPORTUNITY IN PERTH COUNTY

Ignite!
FCC Young Farmer Summits
Ignite is the next-level event for farmers under 40, where
outstanding speakers will inspire, inform and spark new
ways of thinking. This event will feature:
• Insights from top industry ag-vocates
• Engaging keynote speakers
• Exceptional networking opportunities

Who Should Attend?
Anyone under 40 involved in agriculture, agribusiness or
agri-food can benefit. Tickets for this exclusive event are
limited, so be sure to register early.
Register HERE or join the FCC Ignite Facebook Group to
connect with other young farmers and ag entrepreneurs
any time.

What’s New in Perth East?
• The Milverton Thrift Store had their grand opening
this fall! They were originally on Main Street but
have now moved to the old Fire Station at 16 Mill W
in Milverton
• The Perth East Community Hub project is well
underway (United Way)
• Perth East Public Library held their first day camps
in collaboration with the Recreation & Community
Services Department
• Union Gas is coming to Milverton, Rostock and
Wartburg. This is a huge factor for Perth East
economic development

FALL 2018

Beginning Farmer Workshop
Are you looking for a new challenge on your farm? Are you
new to agriculture and looking to support the rural lifestyle
you are interested in?

Whether you’re exploring a new career
in farming, starting your own operation
from scratch or taking over the family
farm, planning is essential for the success
of your venture.
Led by an experienced business consultant and workshop
leader, this one-day workshop will help new entrants
focus on building their farm idea and gathering the
financial information needed to create a business plan. The
workshop supports the five modules in AMI’s on-line “New
Farm Launch Plan” and will provide you with the tools and
resources you need to assess your current situation and
identify steps you should take moving forward.

Workshop Outcome
By the end of the workshop, you will have foundational
knowledge of various aspects of starting a farm business
and will begin establishing your farm launch plan.
In this workshop, you will begin to:
• put your idea on paper (the business plan)
• determine how will you finance your plan
• develop your marketing strategy
You will receive a workbook with templates, handouts and
resources to use after the course as you continue to launch
your business. Click HERE to register.
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BEGINNING
FARMER
WORKSHOP
OCTOBER 25, 2018 | GUELPH
NOVEMBER 22, 2018 | MOUNT FOREST
NOVEMBER 27, 2018 | BELLEVILLE
8:30AM – 4:30PM
COST: $25 +HST (includes lunch)
Are you looking for a new challenge on your farm? Are you new to agriculture and
looking to support the rural lifestyle you are interested in? Whether you’re exploring
a new career in farming, starting your own operation from scratch or taking over
the family farm, planning is essential for the success of your venture.
Led by an experienced business consultant and workshop leader, this one-day
workshop will help new entrants focus on building their farm idea and gathering the
financial information needed to create a business plan. The workshop supports the
five modules in AMI’s on-line “New Farm Launch Plan” and will provide you with the
tools and resources you need to assess your current situation and identify steps
you should take moving forward.
In this workshop, you will begin to:
- put your idea on paper (the business plan)
- determine how will you finance your plan
- develop your marketing strategy
You will receive a workbook with templates, handouts and resources to use after
the course as you continue to launch your business.

to register, go to bdc.ridgetownc.com/beginfarmworkshop/
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Are you an employer looking to
address current labour needs or
plan for future needs?
Participating in cooperative education and other career-focused
programs offered in secondary schools is a great way to
connect with and engage local youth and build your workforce.
As identified in the North Perth Youth Attraction Strategy,
having meaningful community involvement and job experience
is a direct link to youth returning to their home communities.

North Perth secondary students attending
Listowel District Secondary School are
able to focus their learning on their
preferred career path and get relevant,
hands-on experience, through the schools’
Cooperative Education and Specialist High
Skills Major programs.
A special option through co-op, the Ontario Youth
Apprenticeship Program, or OYAP, allows students to
explore opportunities in the skilled trades without impacting
apprentice-to-journeyperson ratios. Employers also have the
option of signing up their promising OYAP co-op students as
apprentices prior to their grade 12 graduation. All unpaid co-op
students are provided with WSIB coverage through the Ministry
of Education.

The Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) is a Ministry approved
specialized program that allows students to focus their learning
on a specific economic sector while meeting the requirements
for the Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD). The SHSM
allows students to focus on a career path that matches their
skills and interests, as well as assists students in their transition
from secondary school to apprenticeship training, college,
university or the workplace. Students in SHSM programs receive
specialized training, industry-recognized certifications, and
experiential learning opportunities provided by their school
subject lead teacher.
This school year marks the launch of a new Business SHSM at
LDSS - the first public high school in Avon Maitland District
School Board to offer Business as a SHSM - and also offers
SHSMs in Construction, Manufacturing, and Health and
Wellness.
For more information on the Cooperative Education or SHSM
programs, including how to become a participating employer,
contact:
J.D. Kuepfer, Cooperative Education Department Head john.
kuepfer@ed.amdsb.ca
Karen Harmer, Business Department Head/Business Specialist
High Skills Major Lead karen.harmer@ed.amdsb.ca

G2G Rail Trail
It was an amazing summer for
the G2G Rail Trail this year.
From the Spring on the Trail
event, the #CanadaRidesG2G
Guelph to Goderich bike tour,
to the incredible volunteer
driven clean-up days, the G2G
Trail is being appreciated more
than ever.
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Avon Maitland District School Board
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Personal Support Worker
Ontario College Certificate | Days | Stratford

A career as a Personal Support Worker (PSW) takes heart, compassion and a
dedication to helping those most in need. You will learn to provide personal care to
clients in both community and institutional settings by developing the knowledge,
skills, and attitude necessary to meet the needs of our ever-changing, dynamic
health care environment.

Study close to home in Stratford
At Fanshawe's Stratford site, located at St.
Michael Catholic Secondary School, you will
experience a warm and welcoming environment,
small class sizes, helpful staff, individualized
attention and many resources to help you
succeed as a PSW.
PSWs support clients of all ages with ongoing
and stable mental, developmental, or physical
health challenges. These challenges may be
congenital, or the result of aging, injury, or illness.
PSWs are unregulated caregivers who work
under the direction of a Registered Nurse (RN) or
Registered Practical Nurse (RPN), another
regulated health care professional, a member of
the client’s family, or the client themselves, in
private homes, elsewhere in the community, or in
long-term care facilities.

Heather MacKenzie-Card
Academic Services Consultant
519-606-1484
hmackenzie-card@fanshawec.ca
fanshawec.ca/stratford
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PERSONAL SUPPORT
WORKER CERTIFICATE
Day classes | Stratford

Start college in September and your career in April.
A career as a Personal Support Worker takes compassion and a dedication to
helping those in need. It also takes a highly specialized set of technical and
interpersonal skills. If you're interested in a career that is personally satisfying,
the PSW program will get you on your way to career success. Classes are
offered in Stratford so that you can live and learn in the community you call
home.

Register now!
fanshawec.ca/stratford | 519-606-1484
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