
           

  

       
      

       
       

    

  

     
        

    

    

        
     
       

         

     
     

    
   

       
   

 
   

   
 

     
       

     

        
       

        
        

     

     

         
      
        

         

      
      

     
    

        
    

       

Economic Development & Tourism 
August 2025 Newsletter 

Experiential Tourism Training 
Workshop 
When: September 15th 10am - 2pm 
Where: Red Mill Farm - 2379 133 Rd, 
Perth South, ON N4X 1C4 

Join us for a hands-on, interactive workshop designed 
to help you create unforgettable visitor experiences. 
Guided by expert trainers, you’ll explore the principles 
of experiential tourism and gain practical tools to 
elevate or refresh your offerings. 

Click or scan the code to register today!

Join the Perth County Story 

From the new Corey Conners photo op at Listowel 
Golf Club to Instagram-worthy Perth County 

frames and farm stands featuring local art, there 
are plenty of ways to show your local pride. 

Visit, share your photos, and tag 
@perthcotourism to help us showcase our 

thriving region — and email 
tourism@perthcounty.ca to learn how 
you can be part of our upcoming fall, 

winter, and 2026 programming. 

ecdevtourism@perthcounty.ca | 519-271-0531 x150 | www.perthcounty.ca | 

https://ca.linkedin.com/company/perth-county
https://www.facebook.com/PerthCounty/
https://www.instagram.com/perthcotourism/
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/experiential-tourism-training-workshop-tickets-1272531679509?aff=oddtdtcreator
http:www.perthcounty.ca
mailto:ecdevtourism@perthcounty.ca
mailto:tourism@perthcounty.ca
http:www.perthcounty.ca
mailto:ecdevtourism@perthcounty.ca
mailto:tourism@perthcounty.ca


           

  

          
          

         
     

            
         

       
 

  

            
       
        

          

           
         

      
          

         

        

   

           
           

          
      

             
          

        
  

   

             
        
         

           

            
          

       
           

          

         

       

           Planted in Perth County Business Features 

Red Mill Farm 

Located in Perth South, Red Mill Farm is a peaceful countryside 
retreat hosted by Ingrid and Paul. With over 100 glowing reviews 
and a 4.99-star rating, it’s known for warm hospitality, thoughtful 
touches, and a truly relaxing stay. 

Guests enjoy a private suite with a full kitchen, gas fireplace, and a 
patio overlooking quiet farm views. The working farm focuses on 
sustainability, offering fresh eggs, pastured poultry, and handmade 
herbal salves. 

  

          
       

          
        

   

           
       

   

          
        

           
         

    

            
        

 

Sugar Maple Restaurant 

In Downtown Mitchell, The Sugar Maple has become a local 
favourite for homemade comfort food and small-town charm. 
Owned and operated by Kim Faust, the restaurant is known for 
hearty breakfasts, fresh lunches, and a welcoming atmosphere that 
keeps guests coming back. 

With over 200 glowing reviews and a 4.8-star rating, it's earned a 
reputation for quality ingredients, generous portions, and friendly 
service. 

The Harvest Table 

Nestled just outside Listowel at 5694 Line 81, The Harvest Table is a 
family-run farm stand offering fresh, seasonal produce and 
homemade goods straight from the land. Open Tuesday through 
Saturday, it’s the perfect stop to stock up on farm-to-table essentials. 

Beyond the farm gate, The Harvest Table is also a proud participant 
in the Listowel Farmers Market. With a strong commitment to 
sustainable agriculture and meaningful customer relationships, The 
Harvest Table offers more than just nourishment, it offers a chance 
to connect with the people and practices behind your food. 

Click or scan the code to read the features! 

ecdevtourism@perthcounty.ca | 519-271-0531 x150 | www.perthcounty.ca | 

https://ca.linkedin.com/company/perth-county
https://www.facebook.com/PerthCounty/
https://www.instagram.com/perthcotourism/
https://www.perthcounty.ca/en/doing-business/planted-in-perth-county.aspx
http:www.perthcounty.ca
mailto:ecdevtourism@perthcounty.ca
http:www.perthcounty.ca
mailto:ecdevtourism@perthcounty.ca
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Elizabeth Watson 

In the heart of Millbank, Elizabeth Watson Inc. is more than just a 
boutique, it’s the realization of founder Megan Elizabeth’s lifelong 
dream to create something meaningful and artful for her community. 
The shop is built on values of creativity, connection, and courage. 

What began as a leap of faith has blossomed into a beautiful, joy-
filled space that celebrates Canadian makers and small-town charm. 

Read the inspiring stories of local businesses featured above and visit our website for 
even more - just click or scan the code for a direct link! 

Want to see your business or another local favourite featured? Connect with us at 
ecdevtourism@perthcounty.ca to learn more about the Prosper in Perth County 
program. 

          
           

        
      

           
          

         
       

 

On August 19th, our Lunch & Learn drew a full house, with 
over 30 local business owners. Attendees heard valuable 
insights from our partners at the Stratford Perth Centre for 
Business, Perth CFDC, and the Province of Ontario, who 
shared practical funding tips and support programs 
designed to help small businesses grow and succeed 

Thank you to our lovely hosts, The Perth Farmhouse for 
providing a beautiful venue and delicious lunch! Be sure to 
check out their Signature Experience this summer! 

Email ecdevtourism@perthcounty.ca if you’d like 
to see more events or seminars for small 
businesses! 

Small Business: Lunch & Learn 
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Inside Look: Anna Mae’s Bakery 
& Restaurant 

We had a great time going behind the scenes at 
Anna Mae’s — a true Perth County staple rooted 
in Mennonite culture and community. 
From their warm hospitality to the incredible 
baked goods (including the iconic Apple Fritter), 
it’s clear why this spot is loved by locals and 
visitors alike. 

Fun fact: on Thanksgiving Saturday each year, the 
team prepares and bakes 1,500 pies — all by hand. 

Inside Look: Listowel Country 
Inn 

We had the opportunity to see firsthand how this 
longstanding Perth County establishment runs 
smoothly every day. 
From managing guest experiences to hosting 
community events, it was fascinating to witness the 
dedication and care that keeps the inn welcoming 
and comfortable. 

Fun fact: the historic building has been part of the 
community for over a century, adding a special 
touch to everything they do. 

Reach out to us to get involved in a future business tour and connect with others in the Perth County business 
community. Email jdias@perthcounty.ca for more details. 

ecdevtourism@perthcounty.ca | 519-271-0531 x150 | www.perthcounty.ca | 

https://ca.linkedin.com/company/perth-county
https://www.facebook.com/PerthCounty/
https://www.instagram.com/perthcotourism/
http:www.perthcounty.ca
mailto:ecdevtourism@perthcounty.ca
mailto:jdias@perthcounty.ca
http:www.perthcounty.ca
mailto:ecdevtourism@perthcounty.ca
mailto:jdias@perthcounty.ca


           

       
 

        
         

       
       

       
        

 

         
         

        
        

 

       

       
       

       
       
 

         
        
         

         

        
      

   

   

 

    
        

        
        

        

          
         
          

         

         
       

    

success. 

Prosper in Perth County 
From promoting your events on our tourism social 
channels to hosting business tours that connect you 
with local leaders, the Prosper in Perth County 
program is here to support and celebrate your 

Take part in our “Did You Know?” Facebook campaign, access 
valuable free business resources, and explore opportunities to be 
featured in our 2025 business highlights or our ongoing ‘Planted 
in Perth County’ and ‘People of Perth County’ spotlights. 

Reach out to ecdev@perthcounty.ca or connect directly with our 
Tourism Marketing Summer Student, Olivia Jackson, at 
ojackson@perthcounty.ca to get started! 

Click or scan the code to learn more!

          
       

      

         
       

    

     
     

          

      
      

           
        

       
 

          
        

     

           

What Will Help Your Business Thrive 
This Fall, Winter, and into 2026 

As we look ahead to, we’re planning new ways to help 
local businesses thrive — from seasonal promotions and 
events to training opportunities and other growth-focused 
programming. 

Tell us what would be most valuable to you. Your 
feedback helps us create initiatives that matter and 
strengthen Perth County’s economy year-round. 

Click or scan the code to fill out a quick questionnaire! 

Click or scan
the code to
learn more.

Become a Signature Experience! 
Interested in joining the Discover More Adventures (DMA) 
program? 

By joining, you’ll engage new audiences, amplify your authenticity, 
and create shareable moments that boost your digital exposure. 

You’ll also receive expert guidance, professional photography and 
videography, targeted paid advertising, and ongoing promotion and 
support. 

ecdevtourism@perthcounty.ca | 519-271-0531 x150 | www.perthcounty.ca | 

https://www.facebook.com/PerthCounty/
https://www.perthcounty.ca/en/doing-business/resources/Prosper-in-Perth-County-Business-Resource-Guide.pdf
https://ca.linkedin.com/company/perth-county
https://www.facebook.com/PerthCounty/
https://www.instagram.com/perthcotourism/
https://forms.perthcounty.ca/CAO/Ecdev-and-Tourism/Discover-More-Adventures-Business-Sign-Up-Form
https://forms.perthcounty.ca/CAO/Ecdev-and-Tourism/Discover-More-Adventures-Business-Sign-Up-Form
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/S672ML5
https://www.perthcounty.ca/en/doing-business/resources/files/Prosper-in-Perth-County-Business-Resource-Guide.pdf
http:www.perthcounty.ca
mailto:ecdevtourism@perthcounty.ca
mailto:ojackson@perthcounty.ca
mailto:ecdev@perthcounty.ca
http:www.perthcounty.ca
mailto:ecdevtourism@perthcounty.ca
mailto:ojackson@perthcounty.ca
mailto:ecdev@perthcounty.ca


           

      
       

            
          

         
     

     
    

       
    

     
       

       
      

       
 

     
 

  
 

       

      
     

      
     

       
       

             
           

          
      

       
     

        
     

 

        

   
  

      
        

        
       

        
  

      
  

       

Help Us Keep the Perth County 
Business Directory Up to Date! 
We’re currently updating our annual Perth County 
Business Directory, and we need your help! 

Whether you’re a new business, need to make a few edits, or just 
want to double-check your listing, now’s the perfect time to review 
your information for accuracy. You can also submit updated photos 
to make your listing stand out. 

            
       

             
        

Click or scan the code and take a moment to ensure your business 
is well-represented. It only takes a few minutes! 

Follow our Prosper in Perth County "DID 
YOU KNOW" campaign on Facebook! 

Click or scan the code to explore our 
Planted in Perth County Business 

Features. 

Click or scan the code to learn more! 

Resource for Employers: 
Workforce Toolkit 

Perth County and investStratford’s Workforce Attraction 
and Retention Employer Toolkit (WARET) is your go-to 
resource for attracting and retaining top talent. This 
comprehensive toolkit is filled with practical guides, 
templates, policies, and tools designed to support your 
workforce strategies. 

Discover proven practices used by employers 
across Canada. 

ecdevtourism@perthcounty.ca | 519-271-0531 x150 | www.perthcounty.ca | 

https://ca.linkedin.com/company/perth-county
https://www.facebook.com/PerthCounty/
https://www.instagram.com/perthcotourism/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WSVK8TX
https://www.perthcounty.ca/en/doing-business/planted-in-perth-county.aspx
https://forms.perthcounty.ca/CAO/Ecdev-and-Tourism/Employer-Portal-Registration
http:www.perthcounty.ca
mailto:ecdevtourism@perthcounty.ca
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New Apprenticeship Training Opportunities 

Technical Training Group (TTG) is offering in-school apprenticeship 
programs this fall for Welders, Metal Fabricators, and General Machinists. 

Classes are flexible: part-time evenings or day release—and taught by 
highly qualified instructors. 

Visit ttgtraining.org or call 519 801 8641 to learn more and 
register. 

     
  

       
      
     

       
      
     

    
 

        
        

       
       

     

   

       

Free Training: Create a More 
Welcoming Workplace 

Perth County employers can access free online 
training to build intercultural competency and 
support a more inclusive workplace. 

In partnership with Fanshawe College, this 3-part 
course covers key topics like communication, 
power dynamics, and cultural awareness. 

      
       
        

       
       
         

To register, email ecdev@perthcounty.ca with the subject 
“Online Training - Welcoming Communities” and include your 

company name, number of licenses needed, and participant info. 

Support for Small Business 
Owners 

The Stratford Perth Centre for Business offers free 
consultations, resources, and training to help new and 
existing small businesses grow and succeed. From 
business planning to digital marketing support, their 
team is here to help. 

Take advantage of: 
  

   
   

   
    

    

Free business consultations 
Online workshops & events 
Business Basics e-learning course      

   
   

      
    

    

Click or scan the code to 
explore resources and book 

your free appointment today! 

ecdevtourism@perthcounty.ca | 519-271-0531 x150 | www.perthcounty.ca | 

https://ca.linkedin.com/company/perth-county
https://www.facebook.com/PerthCounty/
https://www.instagram.com/perthcotourism/
https://www.stratfordperthbusiness.ca/
http:www.perthcounty.ca
mailto:ecdevtourism@perthcounty.ca


           

   

         
      

       

         
      

    
 

        
           

       
        

       
   

       

           
         
    

    
  

    
     

  

          
       

        
 

          

       

       

         
            

        
         

        
    

        

            
          
     

     
   

Provincial & Federal Support 
Nominations Open: 2025 Excellence in 
Agriculture Awards 

Ontario is seeking nominees for the 2025 Excellence in Agriculture 
Awards, recognizing outstanding contributions across 12 categories 
—from youth and women to Indigenous-owned and urban 
agriculture. 

Nominations close September 2, 2025. Winners will be announced at 
the Royal Agricultural Winter Fair in November. 

               Click or scan the code to learn more! 

New Funding Opportunity: Rural Ontario 
Development (ROD) Program 

The Ontario government has launched the Rural Ontario Development 
(ROD) Program, with $20 million in funding over two years to support 
economic growth, job creation, and infrastructure improvements in 
rural communities. This program is open to rural municipalities, 
Indigenous communities, non-profits, local service boards, and small 
businesses with 1–20 employees. 

Applications are open now until September 24, 2025. 

Interested in applying? Register for a free info session hosted by the 
Ministry of Rural Affairs to learn more about eligibility, program 
streams, and how to apply. 

    
  

     
   

Click or scan the code 
to learn more! 

ecdevtourism@perthcounty.ca | 519-271-0531 x150 | www.perthcounty.ca | 

https://ca.linkedin.com/company/perth-county
https://www.facebook.com/PerthCounty/
https://www.instagram.com/perthcotourism/
https://www.ontario.ca/page/rural-ontario-development-program
https://www.ontario.ca/page/excellence-agriculture-awards
http:www.perthcounty.ca
mailto:ecdevtourism@perthcounty.ca


           

    
  

   

     

      
        

       

        

   
 

    

    
  

     

       
         

       

        

     
   

       

Provincial & Federal Support 

Canada Small Business Financing 
Program (CSBFP) 

Looking to grow your business? 

The Canada Small Business Financing Program (CSBFP) 
helps small businesses access loans by sharing the risk 
with lenders—ideal for startups or expanding operations. 

Help spread the word and support local entrepreneurs! 

Click or scan the code 
to learn more! 

ecdevtourism@perthcounty.ca | 519-271-0531 x150 | www.perthcounty.ca | 

https://ca.linkedin.com/company/perth-county
https://www.facebook.com/PerthCounty/
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http:www.perthcounty.ca
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